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Have had the same under consider~
tion and I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass and that the resolu
tion be not printed. 

GRINNAN, Chairman. 

Beaty. 
Hale. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 

Absent. 

Hill. 
McKamy. 
Stafford. 

Accordingly the Senate, at 4 o'clock p. 
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION m., adjourned until 10 o'clock Tuesday 

NO. 10. morning. 

Senator Sebastian moved to suspend 
pending business (Senate bill No. 196) 
and take up Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion No. 10. . 

The motion was lost by the followmg 
vote: 

Brachfield. 
Davidson of 

Yeas-15. 

Galveston. 

Lipscomb. 
Mills. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Decker. 
Fa.ulk. 
Faust. 
Hanger. 
Hicks. 

Cain. 

Nays-9. 

Davidson of 
DeWitt. 

Grinnan. 
Harbison. 
Martin. 
Morris. 
Patteson. 

Douglass. 
Faubion. 

Beaty. 
Hale. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 

Absent. 

Hill. 
McKamy. 
Stafford. 

Senator Douglass moved the previo~s 
question on the amendment and subst1· 
tute to, pending on Senate bill No. 196. 

Senator Davidson of Galveston moved 
that the Senate adjourn until Tuesday 
morning at 10 o'clock. 

The motion prevailed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas-13. 

l3rachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 
Decker. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 

Faust. 
Hanger. 
Hicks. 
Lipscomb. 
Mills. 
Savage. 
Wilson. 

Nays-11. 

Davidson of 

Douglass. 
Grinnan. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 

DeWitt. 
Harbison. 
Martin. 
Morris. 
Patteson. 
Sebastian. 
Willacy. 

THIRTY-FOURTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, Tuesday, March 10, 1903. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant Governor Geo. D. Neal in 

the chair. 
Roll call. Quorum present, the fol

lowing Senators answering to their 
names: 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Hicks. 
Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

DeWitt. 
Decker. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hale. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 

Absent. 
Beaty. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 

Douglass. 
McKamy. 
Patteson. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYES. 

Present. 

Clyde D. Smith. 
W. E. LeLamar. 
R. M. Gilmore. 
Amos Wynne. 
W. M. Cobb. 
Eldred McKinnon. 
Mrs. Laura V. Grinnan. 
F. P. Smith. 
Miss Lucy J,ane. 
C. H. Allen. 
D. F. Hughes. 
Frank Mullins. 
C. J. Kirk. 
Rev. I. F. Davenport. 
Mislil Mary Odom. 
J. C. Son. 
Miss Georgia Sturgess. 
Miss Hattie Yarbrough. 
Mrs. Hope H. Hawkins. 
Miss Emily Holcomb. 
Mrs. J. R. Van Orden. 
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Miss Bessie Goldstein. 
W. T. Pace. 
W. A. Shaw, Jr. 
Lucien Goss. 
H. Davenport. 
Chas. Lane. 
Willis Gibson. 
Henry Paulus. 
Evertt Thornhill. 
Walter Savage. 
James Sebastian. 
Willie Bray. 
James Snipes. 
Ed Underhill. 
Will Bartley. 
Reed Pearson. 
Dan Edwards. 
Ellis Munroe. 
Albert Hill. 
Mark Marsh. 

Absent. 

J. A. Chaffe. 
Josh Piles. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. I. S. 
Davenport. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of 
Friday, 

On motion of Senator Faubion, the 
same was dispensed with. 

EXCUSED. 

On motion of Senator Paulus, Senator 
Hale was excused for non-attendance 
upon the Senate for last week on ac
count of important business. 

On motion of Senator Henderson, Sen· 
ator Patteson was excused from attend
ance upon the Senate until Thursday on 
account of important business. 

On motion of Senator Davidson of De
Witt, Senator Douglass was excused for 
non-attendance upon the Senate for to
day on account of important business. 

On motion of Senator Brachfield, Sen
ator McKamy was excused for non-at
tendance upon the Senate on last Friday 
<ln account of important business. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Senator Faust offered the following 
petition: 
To the Honorable Twenty-eighth Legis

lature of Texas: 
We, the undersigned residents of 

Comal county, hereby urgently request 
you to vote for and give whatever other 
support may be in your power to the 
bill to appropriate $200,000 for an ex
hibit of the State's resources at the 
World's Fair to be held in St. Louis in 
1904: We are moved to this action by 
the belief that as a business proposi
tion it offers us an opportunity that 
Texas can not afford to neglect, and, 

30-S 

further, by the belief that if we should 
not be properly re~resented there, it 
would reflect discreditably on the State 
and be a reproach to its people. How
ever much law~·ers may disagree in a 
narrow construction of the Constitution. 
we do not believe it was intended to 
inhibit such measures of self-help, and 
we are confident that in supporting this 
bill you will carry out the wishes of a 
large majority of your constituents. 

C. A. Jalru. 
Hermann Clemens, cashier First 

National Bank, New Braunfels. 
John Faust, merchant. 
R. Richter, county and district 

clerk Comal county .. 
George Knobe, merchant. 
George Eiland, merchant. 
E. A. Hellmann, merchant. 
S. V. Pfeuffer, merchant. 
A. Garwood, M. D. 
J. W. Combs, D. D. S. 
Bruno E. Voelcker, druggist and 

bookseller. 
Louis Henne, Jr. 
Adolf Henne. 
Otto Heelig, postmaster. 
Hans Herbst. 
Aug. Schulz. 
Ad. F. Woeller. 
E. Mittendorf, Sr. 
J. G. Neuss. 
Ferd G. Nehls. 
Hugo Wetzel. 
Otto Seekatz. 
Henry Seekatz. 
Adolph Gene. 
F. F. Moeller. 
E. J. Mast, county attorney. 
F. Clements. 
John Marbach, county judge. 
Moritz Bose. 
M. E. Guinn. 
L. H. Blevins. 
H. Dittlinger. 
I. A. Ogden. 
H. Mittendorf, Jr., treasurer, 

Comal county. 
J. H. Trenze. 
R. H. Wagenfuehr. 
Walter Moeller. 
H. Schult. 
Al Roessing. 
Aug. Revinger. 
Gus Tolle. 
John P. Hueffner. 
Theo. Eggeling. 
A. C. Schneider. 
E. Guesmann. 
Emil Fischer. 
Ernst Eiband. 
Ed N aegelin. 

. Jos. Benoit. 
H. I. Fischer. 
H. Wagenfuehr. 
Gustav Schulz. 
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Bruno Vogel. 
D. M. Slocomb. 
R. ll. Banks. 
R. H. Krause. 
R. B. Ric-htn. 
Richard Pfouffc.r. 
T. S. Garrett. 
ll. w. lll'fj!('lf'. 
F. C. HntTmann. 
F. G. BlumlwrJ!. 
Herman Scholl. 
Prtrr Xowotnr, Sr. 
\\'m. &hmidt. 
\\'altrr Fnust. 
W. E. Stanton. 
H('rmann Tolle. 
F. Andrae. 
Chns. Koch. 
_\If. Franke. 
G. Seekatz. 
Xick \Yesertele. 
_.\lvin Knibbe. 
Yick Boseany. 
H. V. All'xniider. 
H. C. Babel. 
E. S. Sippel. 
Wm. Karbach, Jr. 
Hermann Klein. 
W. Me<'k. 
Harry C. Se<'le. 
Fritz Drugbert. 
Alf. Troelich. 
0. R. Sands. 
H. V. Schurl'mann. 
A. Luckett. 
Edward Fulton. 
C. W. Deuebert. 
C. M. Posey. 
Chas. Guessons. 
Willie Hampe. 
Ad. Arnold. 
A. S. Bra:;herich. 
H. Braun. 
\Vm. Streuer. 
Gust. Remingo. 
Hub. Serzen. 
,J. Giesecke. 
G. F. Oheim. 
B. T. Nebergall. 
Ad. Hartman. 
--\· Tolle. 
G. Oberkampf. 
Ed C. Aloes. 
Wm. Vogel. 
_.\lb. Hartmann. 
F. Wal<lsc•hmidt. 
J. L. Foskl'f. 
Ernest Scholl. 
,Jo,..('ph Sc·hybilla. 
J. Pt>mos. 
Geoq~e \\"ebc'r. 
C. ,J. Zipp. 
C. C. Schumann. 
Otto Stratemann. 
Ed Baetgre. 
Adolf Sttoin, county commissioner. 
J. C. Neff. 

Wm. Thompson. 
C. Lycke. 
Chas. Welsch. 
August Kronkosky. 
Emil Tollt>. 
Chas. Mueller. 
H. Alexander. 
H. Thiele. 
Frank Sapper. 
Paul Pantermuehl. 
William Gerlich. 
Robt. Ebensberger. 
Henry Ebensberger. 
\Vm. Hartmann. 
Jos. Oberkampf. 
Otto Waugenfuehr. 
J. J. Cook. 
Chas. Roessing. 
Harrv )loeder. 
J. T." Stroud. 
Emil Voelker. 
Louis H. Voight. 
C'. C. Platz. 
Willie Buske. 
Eugene Froelich. 
Gus Freudenberg. 

By Senator Decker: 
To the Hon. Daris E. Decker: 

We, the undersigned citizens of Bell• 
vue. Clay county. would urge you tt 
work for the passage of the Bryan quar
antine bill: 

J. B. Ford. 
E. F. Melton. 
J.C. Flynn. 
E. E. Graves. 
J. E. Carroll. 
R. N. B. Davis. 
W. S. McConnell. 
J. H. Cadenheal. 
R. N. Rellin. 
F. N. Carter. 
G. F. Reeney. 
C. L. Ford. 
W. F. Manning. 
L. E. Bain. 
J. H. Stroud. 
Ed. Huff. 
J. W .Lippincott. 
M. F. White. 
J. W. Dixon. 
Jeff Sweafizlea. 
T. A. Mounts. 
J. E. Bailey. 
D. G. Braur. 
Walter Mount. 
L. R. Budd. 
R. S. Gowan. 
T. F. Sweazea. 
A. F. McCreary. 
J. J. Cato. 
L. D. Cannell. 
John Stenr.el. 
D. W. Holmes. 
M. A. Hudson. 
J. W. McClintop. 



March 10, 1903 SENATE JOURNAL. 467 

A. Crozier. 
D. B. Wright. 
W. J. Williamson. 
H. J. Smith. 
L. S. Wright. 
W. C. Hodges. 
W. T. Mount. 
J. S. Sowell. 
Pete Watsel. 
J. McLenault. 
M. Spradling. 
Marion Wright. 
P. B. McCrary. 
J. W. Stephen. 
J. S. Lovelady. 
J. H. Graves. 
J. T. Powers. 
A. G. Hodges. 
I. L. Wilson. 
J. H. Russell. 
I. N. Hampton. 
J. E. Hudson. 
K. Dixon. 
J. P. Cole. 
Sie Lippincott. 
Bill Roberts. 
E. S. Hurt. 
T. C. Burnam. 
N. R. Manning. 
J. L. Charmar. 
E. Emmett Flynn. 
J. W. Gerard. 
J. F. Wetsel. 
A. F. Mount. 
J. R. Wetsel. 
R. W. Jetton. 
R. L. Russell. 
J. J. Hannon. 
J. J. Click. 
J. N. Mccrary. 
J.E. Davis. 
J. M. Redin. 
R. G. Spradling. 
W. A. Barton. 
Jell Nutaly. 
J. A. Jones. 
C. H. Wetsel. 
John Karr. 
C. C. Strahon. 
Robt. L. Ford. 
L. R. Hannon. 
J. A. Hann. 
A. S. Beauchamp. 
W. L. Welch. 
J. F. Thompson. 
S. B. White. 
W. T. White. 
L. A. Manning. 
R. G. Clark. 
J. N. Towles. 
J. P. Hatfield. 
Sidney Webb. 
J. F. Miller. 
L. G. Lippincott. 
F. M. Ford. 
W. A. Kerr. 
H. C. Simmom~. 

C. E. Spears. 
0. L. Gill. 
L.B. Moore. 
S. B. Tadlock. 
W. F. Wright. 
W. C. Shetter. 
E. P. Miller. 
J. H. Lankford. 
E. W. Morrow. 
J.B. Duncan. 
H. · M. Treadwell. 
J. M. Gault. 

By Senator Faubion: 
Austin, Texas, February 28, 1903. 

To the Hon. J. H. Faubion, State Senator,, 
Twentieth District of Texas: 
DEAR Srn: We, the undersigned (col

ored) citizens of Travis county, Texas, 
do hereby petition you to support an ap
propriation of $20,000 for the Texas 
Volunteer Guards; also the bill entitled 
"An Act to provide for the organization 
of the Texas National Guards," etc., and 
also the bill entitled "An Act making it 
a misdemeanor to injure or destroy any 
military arms, clothing, etc., or to sell or 
dispose of same, or to use or wear any 
uniforms or other military property with
out proper authority," etc. 

Respectfully yours, 
Capt. C. P. Watrous. 
Lieut. John Shanklin. 
Lieut. Henry Scroggins. 
L. M. Mitchell. 
Wm. White. 
S. C. Anderson. 
L. D. Lyons. 
S. J. Jenkins. 
E. W. Madison. 

By Senator Martin: 
Hon. R. W. Martin, Austin, Texas: 

DEAR SIR : We, the undersigned farm
ers of Coryell county, most respectfully 
ask you, and through you, the Senate, to 
favorably consider any bin introduced 
looking to the prevention of the spread of 
Johnson grass. We respectfully repre
sent that the strongest legislation against 
this grass is desirable for the protection 
of the farmer. 

Respectfully, 
W. A. Schley. 
John Schlev. 
R. E. Powe

0

ll. 
C. L. Bush. 
Y. P. Jenkins. 
Dave Grames. 
R. G. Hampton. 
J.M. Powell 
L. J. Tankersley. 
H. C. Flentge. 
H. R. Williams. 
C. Bush. 
U. V. Dyer. 
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A. S. Bebout. 
Aug. Schange. 
Ed. Madlenbennoth. 
J. A. Raby. 
W. H. Langdon. 
N. F. Fouts. 
Geo. W. Royalty. 
A. M. Hinson. 
Dave H. Culberson. 
G. Y. Crof. 
W. H. Morgan. 
L. N. Russell. 
E. R. S. Farmer. 
J. M. Blankenship. 
A. A. Lockhart. 
George Schaub. 
John Schaub. 
H. J. Baumans., 
L. D. Campbell. 
Chas. H. Beall. 
Y. J. Stebeson. 
Y. S. Beall. 
G. Johnson. 
J. B. Fletcher. 
R. E. West, county judge. 
J. M. Sowell. 
J. R. Brown. 
Turk Brown. 
W. G. Thomas. 
A. T. Humes. 
W. B. Newland. 
L. P. Cord. 
Joe W. Graham. 
M. R. Bone.· 

By Senator Savage: 
'l.'o the Legislature of Texas: 

We, the undersigned actual bona fide 
settlers upon public free school lands, 
situated in Briscoe county and purchased 
from the State for homes for ourselves 
and others without such homes, believing 
that in all cases in which titles are de
fective to public free school lands there 
is. now an adequate remedy at law by 
which the same may be perfected without 
risk or loss to the holder thereof and 
with as little trouble and expense as the 
law required of him in the first instance 
in making a bona fide purchase; and 
further believing that any validating act 
can and will only accrue to the benefit of 
persons who are holders of illegal and 
fraudulent purchases of said land from 
the State, vendees of original purchasers 
who purchased in collusion with others 
contrary to law, and the purchasers of 
more than four sections of land from the 
State. 

Therefore, in the name of equity, good 
conscience and law, for the best interest 
of the people of Texas, generally, and 
those of this section especially, and for 
the prevention of land trusts in this sec
tion, and for the improvement and set
tlement of the county, w~ respectfully 
petition your honorable body that you do 

not pass any school land validating ' 
during your session, but to the cont.ruj 
that you pass a bill authorizing the dlj. 
trict attorneys to institute and prosecut. 
suits in the name of the State of Taa 
for the recovery of school lands whltl 
have been purchased and held contrary tit 
law or in collusion with others in tJia 
district court of the county where tllt 
land lies, without the advice and consent 
of the Attorney General. 

H. L. Rixby. 
J. B. Porter. 
T. J. Braidfoot. 
J. H. Stovall. 
W. T. Stewart. 
M. E. Townsend. 
J. F. Blackley. 
G. T. Norgress. 
G. T. Nossic. 
J. W. Bollms. 
S. T. Chitwood. 
J. N. Vasper. 
C. E. Wells. 
A. B. Davis. 
D. M. Higgins. 
A. L. McCann. 
B. F. Milton. 
J. W. Hickman. 
J. W. Penn. 
J no. S. Mason. 
W. A. Fulton. 
W. Churchhill. 
J.M. Hughes, surveyor. 
J. T. Love. 
C. W. Roe. 
J.M. Watters. 
W. L. Smith. 
W. A. Smith. 
L. P. Wingo. 
R. M. Hill. 
John W. Donnell. 
J.M. Ford. 
N. M. Rish. 
.J. A. N orthoutt. 
C. M. Been. 
R. W. Thomas. 
E. R. Thomas. . 
J. E. Daniel, county ~nd dip-

trict clerk. ·· 
Henry D. Martin. 
J. F. L. Rhea. 
J. A. Davenport. 
A. J. Montgomery. 
D. W. Mayfield. 
L. D. Blackwell. 
I. J. Blackwell. 
0. B. Sires. 
L. G. McCracken. 
R. H. Flemming. 
M. N. Davis. 
M. L. Miller. 
L. R. Sechrist. 
W. M. Stewart. 
C. C. Derr. 
T. P. Bradford. 
J. H. Bond. 
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S. D. Washington. 
W.W. Ried. 
M. W. Norris. 
G.D. Kyser. 
Z. G. Hagerson. 
H. W. Savage. 
J.M. Hurd. 
Alex Jones. 
W. A. Sedwick, treasurer. 
J. W. Hicks. 
W. T. Johnson. 
Wm. McGehee. 
W. W. Britain. 
M. P. Stone. 
I. N. Cooper. 

By Senator Mills: 
We, the undersigned citizens and tax 

payers of the State of Texas, respectfully 
urge that the Legislature establish a 
public library commisson to be ap
pointed by the Governor or otherwise as 
you may determine. We believe that 
the rapid growth of library interest in 
the State and the numerous libraries 
which are being organized require the at
tention of such a commission. Not alone 
will such commission be a benefit to 
local libraries but a-Iso to the State insti
tutions and assist in the better distribu
tion of the State's publications. We pray 
that your honorable body will imme
diately consider the necessity and bene
fits of such a commission and proceed 
at once to establish the same. 

J. A. Goldstein. 
A. C. Pendergast. 
H. C. Rishods. 
A. R. McCollum. 
Marshall Sueratt. 
J. ·w. Baker. 
J. D. Williamson. 
0. L. Stribbling. 
J. S. McLenden. 
S. B. Black. 
C. M. Hubby. 
E. A. Shyres. 
Chas. A. Boynton. 
if. E. Boynton. 
H. M. Miner. 
J. K. Rose. 
Ben Landall. 
Allan D. Sanford, mayor of Waco. 
F. M. Maxwell. 
M. M. Woodall. 
R. V. McClain. 
J. A. Young. 
W.J.HiII. 
E. J. Vance. 
John Wise. 
B. Alexander. 
W. T. Robinson. 
G. W. C. Robinson. 
W. N. Seley. 
C.R. Lee. 
Robert Frazee. 

Homer D. Woods. 
E. M. Ainsworth. 
W. A. Scrivner. 
Geo. Clark. 
Thos. P. Stone. 
S. P. Ross. 
W. H. Jenkins. 
S. L. Benham. 
A. J. Herz. 
J.B. Earle. 
G. W. Foscue, M. D. 
J. M. Evans, M. D. 
J. E. Shelton, M. D. 
J. R. Ferrell. M. D. 
T. A. Blair. 
C. M. A. Romans. 
R. B. Dickey. 
T. T. Moore. 
Luke Moore. 
S. H. Clayton. 
H.J. Smith. 
F. D. Bretsford. 
Sam Sanger. 
W. B. Morrison. 
C. F. Young. 
E. Rotan. 
Robert J. Toeson. 
John L. Brockenbrough. 
W. 0. Wilker. 
R. C. Brown. 
Robert H. Hamilton. 
S. P. Brooks, president of Baylor. 
E. Emmet Reid. 
Eugen Wood. 
E. V. Zolars. 
B. McCully. 
W. T. Hamner. 
T. J. Hayes. 

President St. Basil's College. 
D. C. Warren. 
Robert N. Barrett. 
W. H. Pool. 
J. A. Ray. 
J. B. Johnson. 
W. B. Daniel. 
J E. Surratt. 
C. M. McHenry. 
N. W. D. Parrott. 
Thos H. Jackson. 
Robert Brooks. 
J .. T. Searcy. 
}'. B. Williams. 
0. M. Cornelius. 
J. G. Smith. 
Sam Smith. 
J. D. Shaw. 
J. A. Longridge. 
E. M. Ewing. 
J.M. H. McMurry. 
A. L. Hatch. 
W. T. Hamilton. 
J H. Mackey. 
J.C. King. 
C. W. Ware. 
J. M. Killough. 
B. H. Hill. 
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N. S. Hill. 
Frank Forman. 
B. 0. Hester, M. D, 

By Senator Faulk: 
Hon. J. J. Faulk, Senator Ninth District, 

and Member Twenty-eighth Legisla
ture: 
DEAR Sm: We, the undersigned citi

.zens and taxpayers of Navarro county 
most respectfully ask that you use your 
best endeavors to secure in the Senate, 
the passage of the Bryan Quarantine 
bill. 

The tenant farmers in this county want 
homes in the Panhandle, west and north 
<>f that line, and we never can get homes 
as long as that line exists in its present 
-00ndition. 

W. L. McCord. 
R. L. Watson. 
I. G. McMullen. 
J. E. Broucler. 
W. T. Brooks. 
S. A. Dunagon. 
T. J. Hood. 
G. J. Heflin. 
J. C. Beck. 
W. A. Kimmons. 
R. L. Templeton. 
J. N. Barham. 

1 

A. J. Reynolds. 
R. J,, Herrin. 
E. Miller Goodman. 
G. A. Griffin. 
S. H. Johnson. 
J. S. Patterson. 
W. W. Stephens. 
T. S. Johnson. 
D. M. Buck. 
L. A. Killian. 
Syd Hyer. 
A. M. Shumate. 
L. M. Allen. 
D. M. Jordan. 
A. F. Mitchell.· 
A. P. Thompson. 
E. D. Dunlap. 
B. F West. 
R. B. Mitchell. 
G. C. Smith. 
D. L. Goodman. 
J. T. English. 
A. B. Hill. 
B. B. Busby. 
A. A. Hunt 
T. H. Teel. 
E. H. Calhoun. 
S. F. Jones. 
J. B. Cypert. M. D. 
E. M. Highton. 
J.M. Gray. 
Wade Smith. 
L. Cag~e. 
M. Howard. 
W. H. Pierce. 

J. H. Hooser. 
A. E. Shores. 
J. B. Sanders. 
W. A. Raley. 
R. W. Hyer. 
E. E. McGuire. 
A. C. Brown. 
M. M. Mitchell. 
B. H. Johnson. 
G. C. Oweny . 
W. Morgan. 
J. R. Sanders. 
H. W. King. 

The Chair laid the following com
munication before the Senate: 

Austin, Texas, March 9, 1903. 
Hon. Clyde D. Smith, Secret<JIT'y of the 

Senate: 
DEAR Sm: Pursuant to a resolution 

passed by the Senate on March 3 1903 
copy of which was transmitted to thi~ 
department by your letter of the 7th 
instant, requesting the Comptroller to 
furnish the Senate an estimate of the 
receipts for the fiscal year ending Au
gust 31, 1904, and August 31, 1905, 
what the amount of the revenue will be 
derived from the sources that will be 
credited to the general revenue fund 
and the balance that will be in the treas~ 
ury at the end of the fiscal year 1903 
I have the honor to sfate: ' ' 

l. My estimate of the amount of the 
receipts in the general revenue from all 
sources for the two fiscal years ending 
August 31, 1905, is as follows: 

Year ending August 31, 1904, $3 100 -
OOQ . ' ' 

Year ending August 31 1905 $3 200-
000. ' ' ' 

The sources from which the revenue is 
derived that will be credited to the gen
eral revenue fund, and the estimated 
amount from each for the years end
ing August 31, 1904, and 1905, are a& 
follows:, 

From tax rolls for previous years, $1, 
585,000, $1,615,000. 

From occupation taxes, $770,000, 
$800,000. 

From taxes same year, $135,000, $140 • 
OOQ ' 

From back taxes, $10,000, $10,000. 
From office fees, $305,000, $305,000. 
From collections by Comptroller, $107,-

000, $110,000. . 
From collections by Treasurer, $138,-

000, $140,000. 
From other sources, $50,000, $60,000. 
These figures are in accordance with 

an estimate made by this department on 
February 10, 1903, in which each item 
was put at its minimum. In my judg-

. ment, under ordinary conditions, our re-
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ceipts will exceed the estimate by at least 
$100,000 for each of the two years men
tioned. A decided increase in receipts 
from poll taxes and occupation taxes is 
looked for as well as from an increase 
in valuations. 

2. The balance that will be in the 
treasury, to the credit of the general 
revenue, at the end of the fiscal year, 
1903, is estimated in round numbers at 
$527,000. 

Yours very truly, 
JNo T. SMITH, 

Acting . Comptroller. 

Senator Martin offered a memorial 
from Lavinia Porter Talley Camp No. 
229, United Daughters of the Confeder
acy, asking for an appropriation for a 
monument to be erected to Southern 
soldiers in Chickamauga Park. 

Read and referred to Committee on 
Federal Relations. 

FIRST HOUSE MESSAGE. 

Hall of the House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, March 10, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
Srn: I am directed by the House to 

inform the Senate that the House has 
passed the following bills : 

Substitute House bill Nos. 4, 5 and 
39, A bill to be entitled "An Act to pro
vide for the working of short-term con
victs upon the public roads of the State, 
defining short-term convicts, and to pro
vide regulations for confinement and safe 
keepin:g of such convicts," with engross
ed rider. 

House bill No. 85, A bill to be entitled 
"'An Act to amend Article 907, Chaipter 
3~ Title XVIII, of the Penal Code of 
the State of Texas, of 1895, and to 
&mend Article 969 of said Penal Code as 
amended by Chapter 47, Regular Session 
of the Twenty-sixth Legislature of the 
State of Texas, relating to the penalty 
for seduction and relating to marriage 
in case of seduction." 

House bill No. 88, A bill to be entitled 
~'An Act to provide for instruction in 
manual training and the art of teaching 
manual training in the State normal 
schools of Texas ; to provide for State 
aid in the necessary equipment for 
teaching manual training in public 
schools; and to make an appropriation 
for such purpose." 

House bill No. 94, A bill to be entitled 
~'An Act to amend Title LVIII, Revised 
Civil Statutes, relating to the subject 
of insurance, by adding thereto Chapter 
5, embracing Articles 3096aa, 3096bb, 
3096cc, 3096dd, 3096ee, and 3096eee, pro-

viding that no insurance contract shall 
be held void because of immaterial mis
representations made in the application 
therefor, or in the contract of insurance, 
and providing the conditions upon 
which a defense may be made upon the 
ground of misrepresentation in the ap
plication, or in the contract, or in proof 
of death or loss, and making such con
tracts subject to the laws of this State; 
and prescribing conditions upon which 
foreign insurance corporations shall be 
permitted to do business in this State." 

Substitute House bill Nos. 115 and 
219, the uniform text-book bill. 

House bill No. 103, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to add to the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas a depart
ment of instruction in the theory and 
practical art of textile and kindred 
branches of industry, and to make an ap
propriation therefor." 

House bill No. 1'72, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for amendment to 
Article 4427, Title XCIV, Chapter 7, 
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas, relating to op,enings required to 
be made by railroads in fencing their 
right of way," with engrossed rider. 

House bill No. 163, A bill to be entitled 
"An. Act to require operators of cotton 
gins, and public and private weighers 
of cotton, their agents or lessees, to re
port to the county judges of their re
spective counties the number of bales of 
cotton ginned and weighed by them 
every fifteen days as hereinafter pro
vided, and prescribing a penalty for 
failure to make said report, and declar
ing an emergency," with engrossed rider. 

House bill No. 157, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act providing for the appointment 
of official stenographers foi: district 
courts by the judges thereof, in all dis
tricts composed .of only one county or a 
portion of one county; prescribing their 
duties, and providing for their compen
sation." 

House bill No. 439, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the commissioners 
court of Dallas county, Texas, to sub
divide and redistrict Dallas county into 
convenient school districts, and to desig
nate same by numbers ; and to correct 
all errors in school district lines, and 
to complete said lines when they are 
defective, in those school districts now 
having a special school tax, and provid
ing that said tax shall not be affected 
thereby; and to provide for changes in 
school district lines, and the transfer 
of patrons from one school district to 
any adjoining district; and for the 
formation of new districts, and the con
solidation of districts." 

House bill No. 262, A bill to be entitled 
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"An Act to organize the Sixth Judicial 
District, and fix the times for holding 
the terms of court therein, and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with this act." 

House bill No. 434, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to diminish 'the civil and crim
inal jurisdiction of the county ~ou!t _of 
Kimble county; to conform the Jurisdic
tion of the district court thereto, and 
to repeal all laws in conflict therewith." 

House bill No. 243, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to appropriate $50,000 to be 
paid to any one who will discove! and 
furnish a practical remedy that 'Yill ex
terminate the cotton boll weevil, and 
$2,500 for expenses and per ~iem of co~
mittee to pass on the findmgs of said 
person or persons." 

House bill No. 270, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the city council of 
all cities and towns, incorporated undei: 
the General Laws of this State, to regu
late the charges and fix the rates to be 
charged by all water companies and all 
other corporations or persons engaged in 
supplying water or other commodities to 
the public, or engaged in any other pub
lic business within the limits of said 
cities or towns and occupying the 
streets or other public places for that 
purpose, and to prescribe reasonable 
rules and regulations therefor, and to 
protect said companies and corporations 
or persons from imposition." 

House bill No. 276, A bill to be entitled 
'An Act amending Article 276, Title 
XII, Chapter 1, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, of 1895, pertaining to 
the election of district attorneys, and 
providing for election of a district attor
ney in said district." 
· House bill No. 331, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to prohibit any corporation not 
created under the laws of the State of 
Texas from constructing, building, oper
ating or maintaining a railway within 
the State of Texas." 

House bill No. 1, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend an act of the Twenty
sixth Legislature, passed at its Regular 
Session, being Chapter 129 of its acts, 
and entitled 'An Act to amend Article 
5043, Chapter 6, Title CII, Revised Stat
utes, as amended by the Twenty-fifth 
J_,egislature in Chapter 121 of said acts, 
relating to inspection of live stock,' so 
as to place Randall county under opera
tion of said law, and to remove Coch
ran, Cottle, Bailey, Parmer, Lamb and 
other counties from the operation of 
said law, and to provide for the appoint
ment of an inspector of hides and ani
mals for Zapata county," with engrossed 
rider." 

Also House Concurrent Resolution No. 

18, relative to a certain room in the 
State capitol for use of the Daughters 
of the Confederacy. 

Respectfully, 
BOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS. 

ENGROSSED BILLS. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared · 

Senate bill No. 147, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to protect the public grounds 
of the State," 

And find the same correctly engraased. 
FAULK, Acting Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 5, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com· 
pared 

Senate bill No. 64, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to give the furnishers of feed 
for cattle a prior lien on said cattle to 
secure the payment of such feed," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
FAULK, Acting Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 76, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to establish a State Board of 
Embalming, defining the duties thereof, 
to provide for the better protection of 
health and life, to prevent the spread of 
contagious diseases, to regulate tne prar.
tice of embalming in connection with 
the care and disposition of the dead; to 
provide a penalty for the violation 
thereof, and declaring an. emergency,'' 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
FAULK, Acting Chatrman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com· 
pared · 

Senate bill.No. 235, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 1 ot an act f 
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of the Twenty-first Legislature, entitled 
'.An .Act to incorporate the City of Waco, 
and to define its boundaries and 
powers,'" 

.And find the same correctly engrossed. 
F.AULK, .Acting Chairmi:n. 

Committee Room, 
.Austin, Texas, March 5, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 22, .A bill to be entitled 
".An Act to organize a Board of Pardon 
Advisers, and more fully define its 
powers and duties," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
FAULK, Acting Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 198, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 1012, Title 
XXVII, Chapter 14, Revised Civil Stat
utes of 1895, as amended by act ap
proved April 17, 1899, of the Twenty
sixth Legislature, Regular Session, re
lating to the employment of stenograph
ers by the Courts of Civil Appeals,'' 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
FAULK, Acting Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR:· Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 204, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Subdivision 21, of 
Article 642, of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of the State of Texas, adopted 1895, 
so as to provide that corporations or
ganized for the purpose of constructing 
or acquiring, with power to maintain 
and operate street railways and subur
ban or belt lines of railways within and 
near cities and towns which use electric 
:>ower, shall be authorized to supply and 
;en electric light and power to the pub
lic and to municipalities," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
PATTESON, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 5, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR:: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 240, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 3503, of Chap
ter 3, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
the State of Texas, 1895," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
PATTESON, Chairman . 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texa_s, March 5, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate: 
SIR: Your Committee on· Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 200, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide, upon proper appli
cation, for the annual inspection by the 
Adjutant General of the State of Texas, 
or by some officer or officers detailed by 
him for that purpose, of the military 
department of educational institutions 
incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Texas,'' 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
PATTESON, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 5, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 166, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act making it a misdemeanor to in
jure or destroy military arms, clothing, 
equipments or other military property, 
or to sell or dispose of the same, or to 
use or wear any uniform or other mili
tary property belonging to the State or 
the United States and issued by the 
State, except in performance of military 
duies, and to provide penalties therefor," 

And find the same correctly engrossed, 
PATTESON, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR:. Your Committee on Engrossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 137, A hill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 5, of Chapter 
l!l, of the Acts of the Special Session of 
the Twenty-fifth Legislature, relating to 
the attendance of witnesses in criminal 
cases upon districts courts, grand juries 
and magistrates sitting as 'examining 
courts in counties other than that of 
their residence under subprena, and to 
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provide for the punishment for disobedi
ence of such subprenas," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
FAULK, Acting Chairman, 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Engi:ossed 

Bills have carefully examined and com
pared 

Senate bill No. 149, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to designate and set aside cer
tain rooms in t.he State capitol for the 
use of the Railroad Commission, and 
making an appropriation to put said 
rooms in suitable condition for use," 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
PATTESON, Chairman. 

ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES. 

Committee Room,· 
Austin, Texas, March 10, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Roads, 

Bridges and Ferries, to whom was re
ferred 

House bill No. 297, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to create a more efficient road 
system for Eastland county, Texas, and 
making the county commissioners of 
said county ex-officio road commission
ers, and prescribing their duties as such, 
and providing for their compensation as 
road commissioners, and proviQ.ing for 
the appointment of road overseers and 
defining their duties, and for working of 
county convicts upon the roads of said 
county, and providing for officer's feel!, 
and rewards for capture of escaped con
victs, and authorizing the working of 
county convicts partly upon the county 
convict farm as well as upon the ·public 
roads, or partly upon both on the dis.
cretion of th~ commissioners court, and 
making provisions applicable as far as 
practicable to convicts when worked on 
county farms, and to provide for the 
summoning of teams for road work, and 
for the allowance of time for same, and 
fixing a penalty for the violation of this 
act, and repeal laws in conflict with this 
act as to Eastland county, and to au
thorize the commissioners court of East
land county to create the office of super
intendent of public roads and highways 
of Eastland county, and to provide for 
the election of said superintendent, and 
defining his duties, and providing for 
compensation for said superintendent 
when elected or appointed, and prescrib
ing bond to be given by said officer; pro-

viding for the condemnation ot any I · , 
needed for the widening, straighta· .. ·•. 
changing or draining of roads ; pro ' 
ing for the taking of timber, gra. ·' 
earth, stone or other necessary ma • · 
for the improvement of roads, and giJi 
ing persons summoned to work Upcll 
roads the right to be relieved from tJll: 
discharge of _such duty upon the pap 
ment of specific sums of money herelgi 
stipulated; providing for the collectic(t· 
of such sums of money by road oVl!fo 
seers, prescribing a penalty for faibij' 
to comply with this act, and to aut}ujji 
ize said county to issue bonds for tli 
construction and maintenance of roa~ 
highwa.ys and purchase a. nd co.nstrW: 
tion of bridges within said Eastl8'f· 
county; and providing, that the COIIllllti' 
sioners court of said county shall not ta 
compelled to require persons subject fA1 
road duty to work on roads, but s&ll 
court shall have authority to cause s.tf 
roads to be worked wholly by taxatio'it 
or by taxation in connection with r<1114 
service as said court may deem best." ;: 

Have had the same under consi=a~· • 
tion, and I am instructed to report ' 
back to the Senate with the recomme · ,· 
tion that it do pass. f:'~ 
. FAULK, Chairman,,; 

JUDICIARY NO. 1. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 7, 1903.\ 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of tfl, 
Senate: 
SIR: Your Judiciary Committee M 

1, to whom was referred ;.: 
Senate bill No. 230, A bill to be entitifl 

"An Act to amend Article 642, of · 
ter 2, Title XXI, of the Revised .. 
Statutes of the State of Texas, rela . 
to the creation of corporations, ;'. 
amended by Chapter 130 of the Actst 
the Twenty-fifth Legislature," ~ 

Have had the same under considi" 
tion, and I am instructed to report' 
back to the Senate with the recomme 
tion that it do pass, with tlie follo 
amendment: 

"Amend by adding Section 2 : •· 
'Section 2. The fact that there is ' 

no law in this State authorizing the 
corporation of interurban lines of 
tric railway,. and t!:1e near approao ~· 
the end of the session, creates an 
gency and imperative public ne 
that the constitutional rule req 
bills to be read on three several da 
suspended, and that this bill be in 
from and after its passage, and it 
enacted.'" 

HANGER, .Chair 
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INTERN AI. IMPROVEMENTS. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 241, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act requiring railroad companies to 
construct sidings and spur tracks, and 
giving the Railroad Commissioll power 
to require construction of same," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am inst.~ucted to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass. 

DAVIDSON of Galveston, Chairman. 

Committee Ro<'J'.tn, 
Austi11, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
Sm: Your Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 268, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act for .the relief of railway corpo
rations havmg charters granted or 
amended since .the first day of .January, 
1887, and which have failed or about 
to fail, to construct their roads or any 
part thereof, within the time required 
by law," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report it 
ba.ck to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass. 
DAVIDSON of Galveston, Chalrman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Elon. Geo D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Internal 

[mprovements, to whom was referred 
s~nate bill No. 187, A bill to be entitled 

'-~n Act for the- relief of railroad cor
)Orations and belt and suburban railway 
iompanies having charters granted or 
tmended since the first day of January, 
L887, and which have failed or about 
;o fail, to construct their roads and 
>ranches, or any part thereof, within 
;he time required by law," 

Ha,ve had the same under considera
;ion, and I am instructed to report it 
>ack to the Senate with the recommenda
;ion tha,t it do pass. 
DAVIDSON of Galveston, Chalrman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

lon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
Sm: Your Committee on Internal 

mprovenients, to whom was referred 

Senate bill No. 251, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the incorporation 
of corporations for the purpose of plant
ing, growing, raising, milling, cleaning 
and marketing rice, with power to own, 
bold and cultivate such lands as shall be 
necessary for the purposes of the corpo
ration, and with further power to estab
lish, own and maintain ditches, canals, 
drains, levees and such machinery and 
pumping plants as _shall be esilential or 
useful in the irrigation of lands devoted 
to the cultivation of rice, and with fur
ther power to own and operate mills 
and machinery for the milling and clean
ing of rice; and with the further powers 
granted irrigation corporations under 
Chapter 2, Title LX, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of the State of Texas, and also 
to authorize existing corporations en
gaged in the growing of rice to amend 
their charters and to adopt the provi
sion" of this act, and declaring an emer
gency," 

Have had the same under considera,
tion, and I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda·
tion that it do pass. 

DAVIDSON of Galveston, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to w horn· was referred 
Senate bill No. 236, A bill to be entitled 

''An Act to authorize the Southern Kan
sas Railway Company of Texas to pur
chase the railroads and all other prop
erty of the Pecos & Northern Texas Rail
way Company, and of the Pecos River 
Railway Company, now owned and here
after acquired, and to operate the same 
under the charter of the Southern Kansas 
Railwa,y Company, as a part of its own 
line, with the right to extend the said 
roads, or either of them, and to construct 
branches therefrom, by amendment of its 
charter under the General Law.; of the 
State of Texas; and to authorize the 
corporation or corporations, person or 
persons, now or hereafter owning the 
said properties to sell the same to the 
Southern Kansas Railway Company of· 
Texas, and until such purchase is made, 
to authorize the lease by the Southern 
Kansai! Railway Company of Texas of 
the railroads and other properties of 
said two other companies," 

Have had the same under considera,
tion, and I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda
tion. that it do pass. 

DAVIDSON of Galveston, Chairman. 
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,JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 10, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on Judicial 

Districts, to whom was referred 
House bill No. 222, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to a mend an act passed by the 
Twenty-seventh Legislature of Texas, en
titled 'An Act to provide for the h?ldi!lg 
of two additional terms of the district 
court in Smith county, and to prescribe 
the time for holding the same'; also to 
amend Section 7, Article 22, Title IV, 
of the Revised Civil Statutes of the 
State of Texas, changing the time of 
holding the district court in Smith, Van 
Zandt Wood and Upshur counties, and 
to repeal all laws and parts of laws in 
conflict herewith," 

Have bad the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass, and be not printed. 

GRINNAN, Acting Chairman. 

COUNTY AND COUNTY BOUND
ARIES. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. 
SIR: Your Committee on County 

and County Boundaries, to whom was 
referred 

House bill No. 203, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 877, Chapter 
2, Title XXV, of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of the State of Texas, authorizing 
the commissioners court to issue bonds 
for the purpose of constructing roads," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommenda
tion that it do pass. 

SEBASTIAN, Chairman. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, 'J.'exas, March 6, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
se,nate. 
SIR: Your Committee on County 

and County Boundaries, to whom was 
referred 

Senate bill No. 139, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 2459, Chapter 
3, of the Revised Statutes, as adopted 
1895, relating to the salaries of county 
treasurers," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, and I am instructed to report it 

back to the Senate with the recommenda· 
tion that it do pass. 

SEBASTIAN, Chairman. 

TOWNS AND CITY CORPORATIONS. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, March 10, 1903. 

Hon. Geo. D. Neal, President of the 
Senate. · 
SIR: Your Committee on Towns and 

City Corporations, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 252, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to incorporate the city of Cor
sicana, in Navarro county, Texas, there
of and to provide for its government 
an'.d the management of its affairs," 

Have had the same under considera
tion, an.,S]. I am instructed to report it 
back to the Senate with the recommen
dation that the attached substitute do 
pass, and that the bill be not printed. 

HICKS, Chairman. 

S. S. B. No. 252.] [By Faulk. 

A BILL 

TO BE ENTITLED 

An Act to incorporate the city of Cor
sicana, in Navarro county, Texas, and 
to fix the boundaries thereof, and to 
provide for its government and the 
management of its affairs. 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of . 

the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That the inhabitants of 

the city of Corsicana shall continue to 
be a body politic and corporate with per
petual succession, by the name and style 
of the City of Corsicana, and as such 
they and their successors by that name 
shall have, exercise and enjoy .all the 
rights, immunities, powers, privileges 
and franchises now possessed and enjoy
ed by said city and herein granted and 
conferred, and shall be subject to all the 
duties and obligations now pertaining to 
or incumbent on said city as a corpora
tion, and may ordain and establish such 
acts, laws, regulations and ordinances, 
not inconsistent with the laws and Con
stitution of this State, and shall be 
needful for the government, interest, 
welfare and good of said body politic, 
and under the same name shall be known 
in law, and be capable of contracting 
and being contracted with, suing and be
ing sued, impleading and being implead
ed to, answering and being answered into 
all courts and places and in all matters 
whatever; may take, hold and purchase, 
lease, grant ana convey such personal 
property or real estate as the purposes 
of the corporation may require, within 
and without the limits thereof, and may 
make and have and use a corporate seal, · 
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and change and renew the same at pleas
ure. 

BOUNDARIES. 

Sec. 2. That the bounds and limits 
of said city are hereby established and 
described as follows: Beginning where 
the south line of the present city limits, 
as established by monuments, intersects 
the center line of the Houston & Texas 
Central Railroad main line track; 
thence S. 3 deg. 30 min. W. with the cen
ter line of said track 2640 feet, exact to 
a point in said track in a ip:ade crhss
ing; thence N. 86 deg. W. with a public 
road on the south side of a track of 18 
67-100 acres sold by J. E. Whiteselle to 
J. S. Cullinan, and crossing the east and 
west lines of the land sold to J. S. Cul
linan by Frost and Barry, and also cross
ing the south and west lines of the pres
ent Sam R. Frost homestead tract, in 
all a distance of 5193 feet, more or less, 
to the south line of the "Mills Addition 
to Corsicana" 285 5-10 feet N. 60 deg. E. 
from the S. W. corner of said addition; 
thence S. 60 deg. W. 285 5-10 feet to 
the S. W. corner of said addition; thence 
N. 30 deg. W. with the west line of said 
addition 730 feet to the south line of 
Garitty Boulevard; thence S. 60 deg. W. 
with the south line of said Garitty Boul
evard 956 feet to the west line of 34th 
Street as shown on map of "Edgehill 
A.ddition"; thence N. 30 deg. W. with 
the west line of said 34th Street 2022 
feet more or less to the south line of 
Confederate Ave. extended; thence N. 
i)Q deg. E. 37 feet to the west line of 
:mother tangent of 34th Street as delin
~ated on Elliott's revised map of the 
Jity of Corsicana; thence N. 30 deg. W. 
with said last mentioned west line and 
'.)arallel with and 30 feet S. 60 deg. W. 
'rom the center line of the Corsicana 
rransit Company's location for its main 
line of street railway track 2109 5-10 
feet more or less to the north line of 
West 2nd Ave. as determined by city 
monuments Nos. 1 and 10; thence N. 
}Q deg. E. with said line of 2nd Ave. 
118 5-10 feet to the west line of 33rd 
Street as shown on map of "Westland 
A.ddition to Corsicana"; thence N. 30 
leg. W. with said line of 33rd Street 
:160 feet to the north line of Avenue 
'A," or Park Ave.; thence N. 60 deg. 
8.:. with said north line of Ave. "A" 25'82 
'eet more or less to an intersection with 
;he west line of the present city limits, 
;his point of intersection being 700 feet 
~. 30 deg. W. from city monument No. 
LO; thence N. 30 deg. W. with said pres
mt west line 1750 feet to the present 
~. W. corner; thence N. 60 deg. E. with 
;he present north line of city limits 3028 
'eet more or less to the west line of 

North 19th Street extended; thence N. 
30 deg. W. with the said line of 19th 
Street 46 feet more or less to a point 
given with the north line of the prop
erty belonging to the city of Corsicana 
and used as a city cemetery; thence N. 
60 deg. E. with said north line of ceme
tery property, 1718 feet more or less 
to the N. E. corner of same; thence S. 
·60 deg. E. 46 feet more or less to above 
mentioned north city limit line; thence 
N. 60 deg. E. with said line as now es
tablished by monuments, 6814 feet more 
or less to the present N. E. corner of 
incorporation; thence S. 30 deg. E. with 
the present east line as established by 
monuments 7920 feet to the S. E. corner 
of said incorporation; thence S. 60 deg. 
W. with the present south 1ine of city 
limits, as marked by monuments, 6182 
feet more or less to the place of begin
ning; provided, that the city council 
may, by ordinance duly passed, extend 
said limits by adding additional terri
tory to the same, whenever a majority 
ef the voters of said territory shall pe
tition the city council to include said 
territory, and when said ordinance has 
been duly passed including said terri
tory, the same shall be entered upon the 
records of the city council and from and 
after the entry the territory shall be-
come a part of said city. , 

Sec. 3. Whenever there exists within 
the corporate limits of the city of Cor
sicana, territory to the extent of at 
least ten acres contiguous, uninhabited 
and adjoining the territorial lines of 
said city, the city council may, by ordi
nance duly passed, discontinue said ter
ritory as· a part of said city, and when 
said ordinance has been duly passed the 
same shall be entered on the records of 
the city council, and from and after the 
entrance of said ordinance, said territory 
shall ceas~ to be a part of said city. 

WARDS OF THE CITY. 

Sec. 4. The territory contained in the 
corporate limits of the city of Corsicana 
shall be divided into four wards as fol-
lows, towit: · 

The First Ward shall embrace the fol
lowing territory: All that territory 
lying east of the Houston & Texas Cen
tral Railroad, extending east to the cor
porate limits. 

The Second Ward shall embrace the 
following territory: All that territory 
lying west of the Houston & Texas Cen
tral Railroad, extending west to the cor
porate limits, and lying south of the 
Cotton Belt Railroad and extending to 
the corporate limits. 

The Third Ward shall embrace the fol
lowing territory: All that territory 
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lying north of Fourth A venue (Jackson 
Street), extending to north corporate 
limits, and lying west of the Houston & 
Texas Uentral Railroad extending west 
to the western corporate limits. 

The Fourth Ward shall embrace the 
following territory: All that territory 
lying west of .tne Houston & Texas Cen
tral Railroad, extending west to the cor
porate limits, and between Fourth Ave
nue (Jackson Street) on the north, and 
the Cotton Belt Railroad on the south .. 

:MUNICIPAL GEVERN:MENT. 

Sec. 5. The municipal government 
and management of the affairs of the 
city of Corsicana shall be and the same 
are hereby lodged in the city council, 
the board of commissioners, the board 
of school trustees, and the corporation 
court, with functions and powers as set 
out herein. 

Sec. 6. The legislative department of 
the city of Corsicana shall be vested in 
the city council consisting of the mayor,. 
one alderman from each ward of the city, 
and four aldermen from the . city at 
large. A majority of the aldermen shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business, except at call meetings, and 
meetings for the imposition of taxes, 
when two-thirds of all the aldermen 
shall be required. A two-thirds vote of 
all the aldermen elected shall be requir
ed in the levy of all taxes and issuance 
of bonds of said city. 

Sec. 7. There shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the city of Corsicana, 
in the manner herein provided, the 
mayor, eight aldermen, one from each 
ward and four from the city at large, 
an assessor and collector, a city attor
ney and seven members of the board of 
school trustees, with duties as herein 
are prescribed and such other duties as 
may from time to time be added by the 
J.;egislature or by city ordinance. Said 
officers so elected shall hold their re
spective offices for two years and until 
the election and qualification of their 
successors. 

Sec: 8. A municipal election ~hall be 
held m. each of the wards of the city 
of Corsicana on the second Tuesday in 
April of every year, at such place or 
places as ~he city council may direct, 
and of which not more than thirty nor 
less ~han ten days previous notice shall 
be given by publication in one or more 
~ewspaers of said city; provided, that 
if this charter goes into effect after the 
third day of April, A. D. 1903, the first 
election hereunder shall be heW ten days 
after. said charter goes into effect; and 
provided further, that if the first elec
uon hereunder is held after the second 
Tuesday in April, A. D. 1903, each offi-

cer elected thereat shall be elected only 
for the unexpired term of the office to 
which he is elected, so that at subse
quent elections, officers may be elected 
for full terms beginning on the second 
Tuesday in April. Said election shall 
be ordered by the city council, and in 
case of their failure to order same, the 
mayor of the city may make such order. 
For the purpose of holding said election 
and others ordered, the city council 
~hall appoint when this charter goes 
mto effect and thereafter annually in 
May or earlier, in each ward, so1P.e com
petent and suitable person who shall be 
the presiding officer at all elections or
dered by the city council held in his 
ward. The presiding officer of each ward 
shall appoint two judges and two clerks, 
who, together with the presiding officer, 
shall be managers of elections. The pre
siding officers and judges must be qual
ified voters in the city. The city coun
cil shall provide for their compensation, 
and by ordinance regulate and define 
their powers and duties. 'l'he mayor, 
whenever an election is ordered, shall 
give the required notice and issue to the 
presiding officers a writ of election; and 
every published notice of election shall 
state the officer or officers to be elected, 
the place where the election will be held 
and the name of the presiding officer 
thereat. In case the officer so appointed 
is unable, fails, refuses or neglects to 
act, the mayor shall make another ap
pointment, and in case no appointed pre
siding officer appears to open the polls, 
the qualified electors may appoint such 
officer, who shall perform the same du
ties and have like power and authority 
to act as the first appointee; but in such 
case the managers, in their returns or 
?therwise, shall certify that the presid
mg officer failed to attend or neglected 
to act, and that the person acting as 
such was duly chosen by the electors 
present. 

ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF MAYOR 
AND ALDERMEN. 

Sec. 9. At the first election under 
this .charter, there shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of said city, voting by 
ballot, a mayor, a city attorney and an 
assessor and collector, each of whom 
shall hold his office for two years from 
the date of his election and until his 
successor shall be elected and qualified · 
and that at the first election held unde~ 
this charter there shall be elected by 
the qualified voters of said city one al
derman from each ward in said city, 
two of whom shall hold office for one 
year and the other two for two years 
from the date of their election; also four 
aldermen from the city at large, two of 
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whom shall hold their office one year, 
md two for two years; and the term 
for which each shall hold his office shall 
Je determined at the first regular meet
ing after said election, by lot; provided, 
;hat there shall be two aldermen from 
wards and two from the city ah large 
ior the long term and two from the 
?'ards and two from the city at large 
:or the short term; and provided fur
;her, that at each annual election there
tfter there shall be elected two alder
nen from separate wards and two alder
nen at large who shall hold office for 
;wo years and until their successors are 
luly elected and _qualified; provided, 
;hat the present mayor and aldermen 
;hall continue in office until the election 
md qualification of those above provided 
'or, provided that if the first election is 
1fter the second Tuesday in April, A. 
). 1903, the above officers shall be elect
!d only for the unexpired term of said 
iffices as is elsewhere provided. 

Sec. 10. At ·all elections under this 
!harter the ballots of each ward shall be 
.aken separately, the polls being opened 
n each ward for one day only, from eight 
>'clock a. m. until six o'clock p. m. with 
he privilege of recess of one hour from 
welve to one o'clock. Should the polls 
tot be promptly opened for the reception 
1f votes by eight o'clock a. m. the time 
hus lost shall be extended beyond the 
iour of six p. m. so as to secure the 
1eriod of nine hours for voting purposes. 

offices: Provided, that at the first elec
tion held under this charter, the candi
date for the office of alderman from a 
ward receiving the highest number of 
votes in the city at large shall be de
clared elected alderman from that ward 
and the four candidates for aldermen at 
large receiving the highest number of 
votes in the city at large, shall be de
clared elected aldermen from the city at 
large; at all subsequent elections only 
two aldermen from wards aJiJ.d two alder
men at large shall be elected; provided 
that in all elections of aldermen all 
qualified voters in the city of Corsicana 
shall be entitled to vote for aldermen 
from the wards and for aldermen at 
large. The newly elected o'ficers may 
enter upon their duties upon the fifth 
day thereafter, Sundays excepted; pro
v!ded, ~ha~ anY: officer may qualify any 
time w1thm thirty days after his elec
tion, otherwise the office shall be deemed 
vacant, and a new election held to fill 
the same. It shall be the duty of the 
secretary to notify all persons elected or 
appointed to office of their election or 
appointment, and the city council elect 
shall meet at the usual place of meeting 
on the fifth day, Sundays excepted, after 
their election, or soon thereafter as pos
sible, and be installed under the provis
ions of this charter. The number of 
members of the board of school trustees 
to be elected at each election is pro
vided for hereafter. 

)n closing the polls, the managers of WHO ARE 
lections shall immediately proceed to 

QUALIFIED VOTERS FOR CITY 
OFFICERS. 

Sec. 11. Every person not disqualified 
by law, who shall have attained the age 
of twenty-one years, and is entitled to 
vo~e for members of the Legislature of 
this State, and shall have resided within 
the corporate limits of said city for six 
months next preceding the election 
shall be entitled to vote for the officers of 
said city; provided, nevertheless that 
no person belonging to the regula; army 
of the United States shall be so entitled_ 

ount and cast up the votes for each 
andidate and certify and sign the re
urns in duplicate, one of which shall be 
ealed up :and retained by the presiding 
fficer for future use as a reference in 
ase of a contested election; the other 
opy shall be sealed up with the name 
f the presiding officer written across 
he seals, and by the presiding officer, 
r in his absence or inability, by one 
f the judges or clerks, delivered in open 
ession to the city council the next day 
r as soon thereafter as practicable. 
'he officer so delivering .the same shall MANAGERS OF ELECTIONS SHALL BE 
iake oath before the mayor or one of the SWORN--THEIR DUTIES AND POWERS. 

ldermen that the returns by him de- Sec. 12. The managers of elections 
.vered have not been altered or opened shall be sworn well and truly to conduct 
ince being signed and sealed as afore- the election without partiality or pre
'tid. As received, the city council shall judice, and agreeably to law and accord
nmediately open the returns from each ing to the best of their skili and under
·ard, casting up the votes of the wards standing, which oath shall be adminis-

. >r mayor, city attorney, tax assessor tered by the mayor or any justice of the 
nd collector, and for aldermen as here- peace. The presiding officer and judges 
ibefore provided for; :and the persons. thus qualified shall have power to admin-

' ~ceiving the highest number of votes for ister qaths necessary to the performance 
ie office of mayor, city attorney, tax of their official duties. When any person 
3sessor and collector and aldermen shall offering a vote shall be objected to by 
~ declared elected to their respective any one qualified to vote at such election, 
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the managers shall examine him on oath 
touching the points objected to, and if he 
fail in establishing his qualification to 
their satisfaction, his vote shall be re
jected. 

PROCEEDINGS IN CASE OF A TIE VOTE, ETC. 

Sec. 13. Whenever it so happens in 
any election that there is a tie between 
two or more candidates for the same 
office all of whom cannot be elected, the 
city 'council shall declare such election 
void as between such candidates only, 
and immediately order a new election 
for the office, first giving not less than 
five days notice thereof. In the event of 
a failure to meet on the part of the city 
council to examine the election returns 
and declare the result, the mayor shall 
discharge that duty. 

WHO ARE ELIGIBLE TO THE OFFICE OF 
MAYOR AND ALDERMEN. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be eligible to 
the office of mayor or aldermen at large 
from the city, or member of the board of 
school trustees unless he possesses the 
qualifications of an elector, and shall 
have resided twelve months next preced
ing the election within the limits of the 
city; and no person shall be eligible to 
the office of alderman from any ward 
unless in addition to the above qualifica
tions he be a resident of the same ward 
from which he may be elected at the 
time of the election; provided that if 
any alderman elected for any ward, shall 
remove from the ward in which he was 
elected, his office shall be deemed vacant 
and a new election ordered to fill the 
same; and provided further, that if any 
alderman elected from the city at large 
shall remove from the territorial limits 
<>f the city his office shall be deemed 
vacant and a new election ordered to 
fill the same. 

SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL VACANCY. 

Sec. 15. In case of the vacancy of the 
<>ffice of mayor or alderman, by refusal 
to accept or failure to qualify, or by 
death, resignation or otherwise, the city 
council shall order a new election to fill 
such vacancy, and all special elections 
shall be conducted as is herein provided 
for in the annual election; provided, 
that in all special elections to fill vacan
cies, ten days notice shall be deemed 
sufficient. In case of a vacancy in any 
other office, to be filled by election, in 
the city than mayor or alderman, by 
refusal to accept or failure to qualify, or 
by death, resignation or otherwise, the 
mayor or acting mayor shall fill such 
vacancy by appointment to be confirmed 
by the city council; provided the board 

of school trustees shall fill vacancies oc
curring on said board of school trusUres. 

ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES MAY BE 
ORDERED BY COUNTY JUDGE-WHEN. 

Sec. 16. Whenever a vacancy occurs 
by resignation or otherwise in the muni
cipal offices of the city, so that such 
vacancies cannot be filled under this 
charter, or under the laws of the State 
now in force; then, and in that event, it 
shall be the duty of the county judge of 
Navarro county, upon the petition of not 
less than ten of the municipal taxpayers, 
citizens of sa,id city, at once to order an 
election to fill such v·acancies, giving no
tice of not less than ten days in the 
usual manner provided for such election. 

ELECTION IN SUCH CASE-HOW CON· 
DUCTED, ETC. 

Sec. 17. Said election shall in all 
things be carried on as required by law 
in similar elections, and the officers so 
elected shall in like manner be qualified 
and installed into office. 

CITY COUNCIL COMPOSED OF MAYOR AND 
ALDERMEN, ETC. 

Sec. 18. The city council shall be com
posed of the mayor and aldermen pro
vided for by this charter. The mayor 
shall be president · of the council, and 
in case of a tie on any question he shall 
give the casting vote. At the first meet
ing of each new council, or as soon there
after as practicable, one of the aldermen 
shall be elected mayor pro tem., · who 
shall hold his office for one year. In 
case of failure, inability or refusal of 
the mayor to act, the mayor pro tem. 
shall perform the duties and receive the 
fees and compensation of the mayor. 

OFFICERS SHALL TAKE OFFICIAL OATH. 

Sec. 19. Every person' elected by the 
votes of said city to fill any office, or 
by the city council, under this charter, 
shall, before entering on the duties of 
his office, take and subscribe the official 
oath prescribed in the Constitution of 
this State, and the city council may, 
by ordinance, require such additional 
oath as they may deem best calculated 
to secure faithfulness in the perform
ance of their duties by such officers. 

Sec. 20. In case of the temporary ab· 
sence or inability of both the mayor and 
mayor pro tem. to act as mayor, the city· 
secretary, upon the written request of 
six or more' aldermen, shall call the city 
council together, a.nd said city council 
shall elect one of their number to fill the 
office of mayor during such time. The 
person so appointed shall possess all the 
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power and perform all the duties re
quired of the mayor during such time. 

Sec. 21. Regular meetings of the coun
cil shall be held at such times as the 
council may fix by resolution or other
wise, but the mayor on his own motion 
may, or at the request of five or more 
aldermen shall call special meetings by 
• written notice thereof served upon each 
member, or left at his place of abode or 
usual place of business. Such notices 
shall state specifically the object or pur
pose for which such meeting is called 
and at such meeting no business not 
stated in the call shall be transacted. 

Sec. 22. The city council shall by or
dinance adopt such rules and regulations 
for its government and order of business 
as its members may deem best. It shall 
be the judge of the qualifications and 
election of its members, including the 
mayor. It shall also be the judge of the 
election and qualifications of all city 
officers, except members of the board of 
school trustees. It may punish members 
or other persons during its sittings for 
disorderly conduct by fine. It may, with 
an affirmative vote of three-fourths of 
the whole number of aldermen elected 
and qualified, the yeas and nays being 
called for and recorded, remove any 
elected officer of the city, except mem
bers of the board of school trustees, for 
any conduct or offense which in the 
opinion of the council, expressed by the 
three-fourths vote as aforesaid, shall 
render him unfit oo hold his office, but 
no elected officer shall be removed until 
he shall have had the opportunity of 
being heara himself, or by counsel, or 
by both. 

Sec. 23. The meeting of the council 
shall be public, except when by a vote 
of a majority of the members present it 
may be deemed expedient to deliberate 
with closed doors upon any special ques
tion. 

Sec. 24. A record of the council pro
ceedings shall be kept by the city secre
tary, and each vote taken by the yeas 
and nays shall be entered therein, and 

.no action of the council shall have any 
force unless a majority of the members 
present shall have voted in favor of it, 
or in case of a veto by the mayor, two
thirds of all the aldermen present shall 
have voted to pass the. measure over his 
veto, or in case of a disagreement be
tween the council and the board of com
missioners on any subject, the city coun
cil, by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
aldermen elected, or in case of a veto 
by the mayor of such measure, by a two
thirds vote of all such aldermen shall 
have voted in favor of such measure, and 
unless in all cases of action by the city 
council the same shall have been entered 

31-S . 

on the minutes or other proper records. 
Sec. 25. Subject to the approval and 

confirmation by a majority of the mem
bers of the city council, the mayor shall 
appoint to serve during the pleasure of 
the city council, for a term not to ex
ceed one year, the following officers and 
employes, towit: 

A city engineer . 
A judge to preside over the corpora

tion court, who shall be known as the 
city recorder, and whose duties shall be 
as are hereinafter provided, or such as 
may be added by ordinance. 

A pound keeper, whose duties shall 
be such as the council pTescribes. 

Subject to the approval and confir
mation by a majority of the members of 
the city council, the mayor shall appoint 
to serve during the pleasure of the coun
cil, for a term not to exceed two years, 
a city secretary, who shall be ex-officio 
clerk of the corporation court, secretary 
of the board of commissioners, auditor 
of the city of Corsicana and secretary 
of the board of equalizers. 

In the event the mayor shall for any 
reason refuse or be unwilling to appoint 
the above officers and employes, or any 
of them, the council shall do so by a 
majority vote, and when the mayor r,re
sents for a second time for any of the 
above offices the name of the person once 
rejected by the council it shall be con
sidered that he is unwilling to act, and 
the council shall immediately proceed to 
an election for that office. 

A treasurer shall also be chosen in 
the manner hereafter provided. 

Sec. 26. The board of commissioners 
shall appoint to serve during the pleas
ure of said commissioners for a term not 
to exceed one year, the following officers 
and employes, towit: 

A city marshal, who shall be chief of 
police. 

A chief of the fire department. 
A street overseer. 
A city physician, who shall be health 

officer and sanitary inspector. 
As many policemen as may be neces-

sary. 
One or more city scavengers. 
One or more sanitary inspectors. 
All paid firemen. 
Whose respective duties shall be as 

are herein defined, and such additional 
duties as may be from time to time pre
scribed by the board of commissioners. 
Said commissioners shall have the right 
to appoint such other employes as are 
necessary for the proper conduct of the 
affairs under their control, to be pro
vided for by ordinance. 

Sec. 27. The appointing power shall 
have the right to discharge any officer 
appointed at any time, and terminate 
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his services to the city, and said city 
shall not. be liable to the officer so dis
charged for any salary or compensation 
whatsoever after the date of discharge, 
and in the event the board of commis
sioners for any reason shall , be unable 
or unwilling to act as hereinafter pro
vided, the city council shall make all ap
pointments; provided, that the appoint
ing power shall have the right to fill 
any vacancy caused by the discharge of 
any appointed officer or employe by ap
pointment for the unexpired term. 

SALARIES OF ALL OFFICERS AND EM
PLOYES. 

Sec. 28. The compensation, salary 
and fees of the officers of the city of 
Corsicana and its employes, to be paid 
by said city, are hereby fixed as fol
lows, towit: 

The mayor shall receive three dollars 
for each regular meeting of the city 
council he attends; he shall receive no 
fees or commissions. 

Each alderman shall receive two dol
lars for each regular meeting of the city 
council he attends. 

The assessor and collector shall re
ceive such compensation in fees as the 
council shall fix, not to exceed twelve 
hu~red dollars per annum. 

The city attorney shall receive such 
salary or fees as the council shall fix, 
not to exceed one thousand dollars per 
annum. 

The president and members of the 
board of school trustees and the treas
urer shall receive no compensation. 

The city secretary shall receive such 
salary as the council shall fix, not to 
exceed one hundred dollars per month. 

The city engineer shall receive such 
compensation as the council shall fix, 
to be paid in fees. 

The judge of the corporation court 
shall recieve such salary as the city 
council may fix, not to exceed seventy
five dollars per month. 

The city marshal shall receive such 
salary as the council may fix, not to ex
ceed eighty-three dollars and thirty
three cents per month. 

The chief of the fire department shall 
receive such salary as the council may 
fix, not to exceed fifty dollars per 
month. 

The street overseer shall receive such 
salary as the council shall fix, not to 
exceed fifty dollars per month. 

The city physician and health officer 
shall receive such compensation as the 
council may fix. 

Each policeman shall receive such sal
ary as the council may fix, not to exceed 
fifty dollars per month. 

The city scavinger shall receive such 

fees as the council may fix, to be paid 
by those whose premises he cleans. 

The pound keeper shall receive such 
fees as the council may fix. 

Each fireman in the paid department 
shall receive such salary as the council 
may fix, not to exceed fifty dollars per 
month. 

.Any other agent or employe whose 
agency or employment is "created as 
herein provided shall receive such com
pensation as the council may fix. 

Sec. 29. The city council shall at the 
first meeting after the adoption of this 
charter, and thereafter on or before the 
first day of January preceding the regu
lar election for mayor and other city 
officers, fix the compensation for each 
of the elective officers provided for here
in, which compensation shall not be 
changed during the term for which said 
officers are elected. Whenever the city 
council fixes the compensation for each 
of the elective officers as set out above, 
it shall at the same time establish the 
compensation for each appointive officer 
and employe entitled to compensation 
under this charter, and when the sched
ule of compensation for the appointive 
officers and employes is so fixed, such 
schedule shall remain in force, unless 
the counci' sooner changes it, until the 
compensation of the elective officers is 
again fixed; provided, however, that ap
pointive officers and employes may be 
discharged at any time by the power ap· 
pointing them, and in the event any ap
pointed officer or employe is discharged, 
his salary shall immediately cease and 
further liability of the city to him shall 
immediately terminate; provided, fur
ther, that the salary or compensation 
of any appointive officer or employe 
shall begin from the date of his appoint
ment, and any appointment may be made 
at any time the necessity exists there
for. 

Sec. 30. When a new office is cre
ated under this charter, or new duties 
and powers conferred, to which compen· 
sation may be atached under the pro
visions hereof, such compensation may 
Je fixed when the office is created, or 
when new powers and duties are con
ferred. 

Sec. 31. The term "officer," as used 
in this charter, shall apply only to those 
officers who are elected by the people or 
the city council, and the chiefs of the 
departments, and shall" not apply to the 
policemen, firemen, sanitary and other 
employes. 

Sec. 32. All officers and employes 
shall enter into such bond for the faith
ful performance of their duties as the 
council may require by ordinance or 
resolution. 
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Sec. 33. Any officer moving out of the 
city limits, or ceasing to possess any of 
the qualifications required of him, shall 
thereby vacate his office, and the same 
shall be filled as herein provided. 

THE MAYOR. 

Sec. 34. The mayor shall be elected, 
and shall hold his office for two years, 
and until his successor qualifies. He 
shall be the chief executive officer of the 
city. He shall have power to call out 
the militia and military by order of the 
Gov!lrnor, for the suppression of any riot 
or public disturbance. He shall actively 
enforce the laws and ordinances of the 
city; he shall from time to time give the 
council information about the condition 
of affairs, and recommend for considera
tion such measures as he deems bes.t for 
said city. He shall have, by the advice 
and consent of the council, power to 
appoint experts to examine the affairs 
of any department of said city when he 
deems it necessarv. In all case:i! of ex
amination of any charges against any 
officer or employe of the city, election 
.:ontest, or the inquiry provided for by 
this charter or by ordinance, he shall 
have power to administer oaths, subprena 
and compel the attendance of witnesses, 
and the production of books and papers. 
He. shall have power to administer offi
cial oaths. He shall sign all written 
contracts or obligations of the city, and 

: none shall be binding on the city until 
· signed by the mayor. He shall have 
0 ·power to veto any resolution, by-law, 
' motion, order or ordinance passed by the 

city council by filing his written objec
. tion thereto with the city secretary with

·. in ten days after the passage thereof, 
Sundays and the day of passage thereof 
to be excluded, and such measure vetoed 
shall be of no effect unless at t'he next 

· regular meeting, or as soon thereafter as 
... practicable, the council shall consider 
•such objections and pass such measure 
over his veto by a two-third vote of the 
aldermen present, taken by yeas and nays 
11nd entered on the minutes, in which 
event the measure shall be binding and 
effective according to its terms. Pro
vided, that if the board of commissioners 
a.nd the city council have an irreconcil
a.ble difference and the council notwith
standing same, passes the matter at dif
ference over the objection of the board 
of commissioners, in that event the 
mayor then vetoes the action of the coun- · 
cil, the measure vetoed can nevertheless 
be passed over such veto by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the members of the 
council. The mayor shall have power to 
require any officer of the city to exhibit 
his books or papers, and the refusal of 

any officer when so required, shall be 
deemed a forfeiture and abandonment of 
said office when so deemed by the council. 

He shall have power whenever he 
deems it necessary to call special meet
ings of the council. He shall exercise 
such other powers as may be imposed 
upon him by the city council not incon
sistent with this charter. 

CITY SECRETARY. 

Sec. 35. The city seCTetary shall be 
ex-officio clerk of the corporation court 
and the secretary of the board of com
missioners, and also the auditor of the 
city and the purchasing agent thereof, 
and shall receive as compensation for 
his entire services such salary as the city 
council may fix, not to exceed one hun
dred dollars per month. It shall be his 
duty to attend every meeting of the 
council to keep accurate minutes of the 
proceedings thereof in a book to be pro
vided for that purpose, and to engross, 
enroll and record all laws, resolutions 
and ordinances of the city; to preserve 
and keep in order all books, papers, 
documents, records and files belonging to 
or coming before said city council ; to 
countersign all commissions and license, 
and keep a record of same; he shall 
draw all warrants on the treasurer and 
countersign same. He shall have cus
tody. of all laws and ordinances of said 
city. He shall have custody of the seal 
of the corporation and shall only affix 
same to the obligations of the city upon 
the order of the city council. He shall 
give such bond as the city council may 
require. No legislative action of the 
city council shall be used in evidence 
against the city unless the same shall 
have been properly recorded by the city 
secretary upon the minutes or other 
proper record. The city secretary :i!hall 
have power to make certified copies of all 
records of his office, which shall be ·ad
missible in evidence in all judicial pro
ceedings and elsewhere as the original 
and shall charge for such service such 
fee as may be prescribed by ordinance, 
which fees shall be paid into the city 
treasury for the use and benefit of the 
city. · 

As city A.uditor the city secretary sha.11 
be the bookkeeper of the city and shall 
keep the necessary books to show all 
transactions relating to accounts, con
tracts and indebtedness of the city, its 
receipts from revenues of all kinds and 
its expenditures of every description. He 
shall, subject to the approval: of the city 
council, establish proper rules for the 
government of his office, and prescribe 
the form of books and accounts, certi
ficates and receipts to be used by the dif-
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ferent officers of the city, so that all de
partments of the city may eonform to the 
same business system. He shall re
quire accounts and settlements to be 
verified by affidavit whenever he deems 
it proper, and no accounts of the city of 
Corsicana shall be paid without first 
having been submitted to and approved 
by the auditor, and all warrants on the 
city treasurer must be audited and 
countersigned by the city auditor. He 
shall examine, adjust and audit all un
settled claims and demands against the 
city for the payment of which any money 
may be drawn from the city treasurer, 
certify the true state of such demands 
and claims, and report the same to the 
proper authority. He shall examine the 
principal reports of the city officers, also 
examine the official books, accounts and 
records of every officer of the city who 
receives or pays out any money, and re
port same to the city council.· He shall 
at all times have free access to any and 
all offices of the city, and to all reports, 
books, stubs, papers, accounts, receipts, 
permits, estima.tes and documents of 
every kind, and to everything in said of
fice which will give any information 
upon the matters by him being investi
gated. He shall, once a quarter, and 
oftener if the city council shall require 
it, make out and present to the council 
a complete statement of the financial 
eondition of the city, including a stat!l
ment of the revenues, funds and re
sources of the city, and of the disburse
ments and expenditures since his las.t 
report. It shall be his duty to furnish 
to the city council information on any 
subject connected with his office when
ever requested so to do by the council, 
and shall furnish on request to the 
mayor, city council or any proper auth
ority, copies or abstracts from any books, 
accounts, reC"Ords, documents or papers 
of any kind in his office, and any infor
mation pertaining to the transactions of 
bis office or the revenues of the 
city, and his office and the books and 
records shall be open at all times to the 
inspection and examination of the city 
council or any member thereof or any 
officer of the city interested. On his 
books he shall keep a true statement of 
the accounts of each and every officer 
of the city who receives or disburses 
money on the city'"s account, and shall 
also keep thereon a true statement of 
the account of each and every fund the 
city is authorized to create by taxation, 
and he shall not audit, countersign or 
.approve any claim, warrant or charge 
upon any fund unless under the law the 
same is a proper charge against said 
fund. When it comes to his knowledge 

that the money belonging to any fund is 
being used for any other purpose than 
that for which it was created, he shall 
immediately report same to the city 
council. He shall keep an account of all 
the bonds and bills payable issued by the 
city as well as of all interest charges 
and sinking fund in connection there
with, and also shall keep an account of! 
all debts due and payable to said city. 
He shall be clerk of the corporation 
court and also of the board of commisi
sioners, and without extra compensation 
discharge the duties of clerk of said 
court and said commission as hereinafter 
provided. He shall have such assistance, 
to be paid for by the city, as may be 
needed for the transaction of the busi
ness relating to his office, the necessity 
for such assistance and the compensation 
therefor to be determined by the city 
council. 

He shall be required to give bond in 
such sum as the city council may deter
mine, with such conditions and sureties 
as said council may specify. 

CITY ATTORNEY. 

Sec. 36. The city attorney shall at
tend to all cases in the corporation 
court as well as in any court in this 
State wherein the city may be a party 
in interest, unless the council otherwise 
provides. He shall dr"aw all ordinances, 
and inspect and pass upon all papers 
and documents involving any interest of 
the city. He shall be the legal advisor 
of the mayor, the city council, the board , 
of commissioners, the board of school 
trustees or any committee thereof, and 
all city officers upon legal ~questions 
touching their official duties. He shall 
receive for his services not exceeding the 
sum of one thousand dollars per annum, 
give su(!h bond and perform such other 
duties as the council may prescribe. 
Nothing in . this section shall be held to 
prohibit the employment of special at
torneys by the city council whenever 
deemed for the best interests of the city 
and the payment to such special attor
neys such compensation as the council 
may deem proper. Whenever it is 
brought to the knowledge of the city 
attorney, upon the affidavit of five cred
ible persons, citizens and tax payers of 
the city, that a.ny person, firm or corpo
ration, exercising and enjoying any fran
chise or public privilege from the city of 
Corsicana, has been guilty of a breach of 
any condition, or has failed to comply 
with any condition or consideration men
tioned in the grant of such franchise or 
privilege, it shall be the duty of said 
city attorney, when satisfied of the facts 
set forth in said affidavit, to file suit in 
the name of the city, in the proper court 
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against such person, firm or corporation 
to obtain a judgment of forfeiture of 
said franchise or privilege. Said city 
attorney shall collect by suit or other
wise all delinquent taxes due said city 
and shall receive such additional com
pensation therefor as the council may 
fix. to be paid out of the collections of 
said delinquent taxes. 

CITY ENGINEER. 

Sec. 37. The city engineer, if re
quired by the council, shall inspect and 
pass upon the construction of all public 
works ordered by the city, and shall 
make out plans and specifications and 
estimates therefor. He shall do the sur
veying and the engineering ordered by 
the city; he shall preserve all plans, 
maps, notes, surveys, books, papers, and 
documents, and other things pertaining 
to his office made by him or in his 
charge, and deliver the same to his suc
cessor in office. He shall have such 
other powers and perform such other 
duties as may be required of him by the 
council by resolution, ordinance or· other
wise. The city engineer shall receive 
for his services such compensation as 
the council may fix, to be paid in fees, 
and give such bond as may be required 
by the city council. He shall comply 
with the requirements of the commis
sion in all matters committed to them 
requiring the services of said engineer. 

ASSESSOR AND COLLECTOR. 

Sec. 38. The city assessor and col
lector shall assess all taxable property 

' in the city and in such manner and 
within such time as the city council may 
prescribe. He shall make duplicate as
sessment rolls, and on their completion 
and approval by the council he shall de
liver one to the city secretary, and the 
other one to be retained by himself. 
The assessor and collector is hereby au
thorized to require property owners to 
render a correct account of their prop
erty under oath or affirmation to be by 
him administered. The city assessor 
and collector shall collect all taxes due 
the• city, whether the same be general, 
special, special assessments, occupation, 
license or otherwise, and shall pay the 
same over to the city treasurer promptly 
as collected, taking duplicate receipts 
therefor, one of which he shall retain, 
and the other he shall return to the 
council. He shall, monthly, or oftener. 
if required, make a detailed report to 
the council of all collections made by 
him. He shall be vigilant, and see that 
no business of any kind is conducted 
without the license or occupation tax 
due therefor shall have first been paid. 
He shall be responsible for all acts of 

his deputies. He shall be vigilant in 
collecting all delinquent taxes, and en
force their collection as herein provided, 
and as may be provided by ordinance 
only. He shall give bond in such 
amount and form as the council may 
prescribe, with good a;nd sufficient sure
ties. The council may require a new 
bond of him if in their opinion the ex
isting bond is insufficient, and whenever 
such bond is required he shall perform 
no official act until such bond shall have 
been given and approved. He shall have 
all the powers and perform all the du
ties herein provided, and such others as 
the council may confer and prescribe. 
He shall within thirty days after the 
receipt of the same deposit with the city 
treasurer, to the fund which it belongs, 
all moneys collected by him, and for any 
failure to so deposit such money, the 
said tax assessor and collector and the 
sureties on his bond shall be liable to 
pay to the city, interest on such money 
until so deposited at the rate of eight 
per cent. per annum, and the city coun
cil shall have the power to remove such· 
assessor and collector from office for any 
willful failure to promptly deposit any 
collections as above provided. The as
sessor and collector shall receive such 
salary as the council may fix, not to 
exceed twelve hundred dollars per an
num. 

TREASURER. 

Sec. 3!J. The office of the city treas
urer shall be let by contract to the high
est and best bidder, in the discretion 
of the city council. The city council 
shall, prior to the expiration of the term 
of office of the present city treasurer, 
and every two years thereafter, adver
tise for bids for the said office, stating 
what said bids shall specify and the 
terms on which said bids shall be re
ceived. Any treasurer appointed by 
tract shall nevertheless be an officer of 
the city and subject to the same duties 
as a treasurer otherwise elected. Said 
treasurer shall give such bond as the 
city council may require, conditioned for 
the faithful discharge of his duties. Hs 
shall receive and securely keep all 
moneys belonging to the city, and shall 
make all payments for the same upon an 
order by the mayor, signed by the audi
tor and attested by the secretary and 
the seal of the corporation, except that 
the payment into the school fund shall 
be upon the order of the board of school 
trustees, signed by the president and at
tested by the secretary of said board; 
provided, that no order shall be paid un
less it shows upon its face that the city 
council or board of school trustees, as 
the case may be, has ordered its issu-
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ance, and for what purpose. He shall 
render a full and correct statement of 
his receipts and payments, to the city 
council at their first regular meeting in 
every month, and at such other times as 
the council may require. He shall per
form such other acts and duties as the 
council may require, and receive no 
compensation for his services. The 
treasurer shall keep such books and ac
counts as may be prescribed by the city 
council upon the recommendation of the 
city secretary, and shall conform therein 
to the business system of the city. 

CITY PHYSICIAN. 

Sec. 40. The board of commissioners, 
if there be such a board, and in the 
event there shall be no such board, then 
the city council shall appoint a city 
physician, one or more scavengers, and 
in addition thereto, if necessity exists 
therefor, one or more inspectors. 

The city physician shall be ex-officio 
health officer of the city, and said health 
officer, scavengers, and inspectors, if any 
are appointed, shall be under the direc
tion of the board of commissioners if 
there be one, and if no board of commis
sioners, then under the direction of the 
city council; and scuh physician, health 
officer, scavengers and inspectors shall 
perform such duties as the board of com· 
missioners of the city council may con
fer and prescribe by ordinance or other
wise, and said physician and employes 
shall receive such compensation and 
serve such time as is elsewhere provided 
for herein. 

STREET OVERSEER. 

Sec. 41. There shall be appointed by 
the board of commissioners, if there be 
such a· board, and if not then by tne 
city council, a street overseer whose du
ties and powers shall be such as the 
board of commissioners or the city coun
cil may prescribe. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Sec. 42. There shall be a fire depart
ment of the city of Corsicana, composed 
of a chief of such department, volunteer 
companies, and such paid members as 
may be necessary for an efficient force. 
The salary of the chief shall never ex
ceed fifty dollars per month, and the 
paid member and paid employes shall 
each receive not exceeding fifty dollars 
per month. The chief of the fire depart
ment and the paid men shall be ap
pointed by the board of commissioners, 
if there be one, and if not, then by the 
city council, for such time as is herein
before provided. 

The volunteer companies of the city of 
Corsicana shall continue to constitute 

the Volunteer Fire Department of said 
city, and said companies shall have the 
right to elect their own members and 
officers, and all officers so elected and· 
approved, shall be commissioned by the 
city council, and said volunteer com
panies shall have the right to adopt 
their own constitution and by-laws for 
their internal government as companies, 
not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this charter, the ordinances of the city 
and rules and regulations prescribed by 
the board of commissioners or the city 
council, Their powers and duties shall 
be prescribed by the board of commis
sioners, if there be one, and if there be 
no such board, then by the city council. 

All rules, regulations, requirements, 
orders and ordinances now in force re
specting the fire department not in con
flict herewith, shall continue in force 
until changed or repealed by the proper 
authority. 

Sec. 43. The city council shall pro
cure fire engines and other apparatus 
for the extinguishment of fires, and pro
vide engine houses for keeping and pre
serving the same; and shall have power 
to permit the organization of fire, hook 
and ladder, hose and ax companies. 

Sec. 44. The city council and board 
of commissioners shall have the power , 
to authorize the mayor, officers of the 
fire department, or any officer of the 
city to keep away from the vicin
ity of any fire, all idle, disorderly and 
suspicious persons, and arrest and im
prison the same; and to compel all offi
cers of the city and all other persons to 
aid in the extinguishment of fires and 
in the preservation of property exposed 
to danger thereat, and in preventing 
goods from being stolen, and generally 
to establish such regulations for the pre
vention and extinguishment of fires as 
the city council or said board may deem 
expedient. 

Sec. 45. When any building in the 
city is on fire it shall be lawful for the 
chief, with the concurrence of two mem
bers of the board of commissioners, or 
of the mayor, or in his absence, two 
aldermen, to direct such building or any 
building which they may deem hazard
ous and likely to take fire and commun
icate to other buildings, to be torn down, 
or blown up Qr destroyed; and no action 
shall be maintained against any per13on 
or against the city therefor ; but , any 
person interested in any building so de
stroved or injured may, within six 
mon.ths and not thereafter, apply in 
writing to the city council to assess and 
pay the damages he hall sustained; and 
if the city council and the claimant can 
not agree on the terms of adjustment, 
then the application of such claimant 
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shall be referred to three commissioners, same power of a sheriff of a county 
one to be appointed by the Claimant, one under the laws of the State. He shall 
bv the city council, and the third by perform such other duties and possess 
these two, and the decision of the ma- such other powers as the council may by 
jority shall constitute the award in the resolution or ordinance require or con
case. They shall be sworn faithfully to fer. He shall receive for his services 
~xecute their duties according to the such compensation as the council may 
best of their ability; and shall have the tix, not to exceed eighty-three and 33-100 
power to subprena and swear witnesses, dollars per month. Policemen of the 
and shall give all parties a fair and im- city shall have and exercise the powers 
partial hearing, and give notice of time hereby conferred on the marshal. On 
and place of meeting. The said commis- the first day of April of each yea.r, or as 
sioners shall be qualified voters and soon after the first day of April as 
owners of real estate within the city; practicable, the board of commissioners 
shall take into account the probabilities or the city council, if there shall be no 
whether said building would have been board of commissioners, shall appoint 
destroyed by fire if it had not been so all necessary policemen, and may from 
pulled down or destroyed, and the loss time to time appoint such special or ad
of ·insurance upon said property, if any, ditional policemen as may be necessary. 
caused by pulling down, blowing up or All policemen shall hold their appoint
tlestroying said building, and may re- ments during the pleasure of the ap
port that no damages should be equit- pointive power, not to exceed one year; 
ably allowed to such claimant. provided however, any appointive officer 

Sec. 46. Whenever a report shall be or employe provided for in this charter, 
made and finally confirmed for the ap- may, in the discretion of the appointive 
praising of said damages, a compliance power, be reappointed at the expiration 
with the terms thereof by the city coun- of his term. Policemen and other em
eil shall be deemed a full satisfaction of ployes of the police department shall 
said damages. receive the salaries and compensation to 

be fixed by the city council, and the 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. salaries and compensation now fixed by 

Sec. 47. There shall be a police de- ordinance or regulation of the said city 
partment composed of the city marshal shall remain in force until otherwise 
who shall be chief of police and who changed by said city council. 
shall be appointed as heretofore pro- The city marshal shall giv~ such bond 
vided, and such policemen as may be as the city council may require, to be 
employed on the force. approved by the board of commissioners. 

Sec. 48. The city marshal shall be the CORPORATION COURT. 
chief police officer under the mayor, or, 
in case there shall be a board of commis- Sec. 49. That there is hereby created 
sioners appointed, then, in such case, and established in the city of Corsicana. 
under the police commissioner. He a court to be known as the corporation 
shall, either in person or by deputy, at- court, which court shall have the juris
tend all meetings of the council and diction and organization hereinafter pre
upon the corporation court, and prompt- scribed. 
ly and faithfully execute all writs and Sec. 50. Said court shall have the ju
process issued from said court. He risdiction within the territorial limitS 
shall have like power with the sheriff of of the city of Corsicana in all criminal 
the county to execute search warrants cases arising under the ordinances of 
and other writs. He shall be active in said city, and shall also have jurisdic
quelling riots, disorders, disturbances of tion concurrently with any justice of 
lhe peace and violations of every kind the peace in the precinct in which said 
N'ithin the city limits, and shall take city is situated in all criminal cases 
.nto custody all persons thus offending, arising under the criminal laws of this 
tnd may take good and sufficient bail State in which the punishment is by 
for the appearance before the •corpora- fine only, and where the maximum of 
tion court of any person charged with such fine may not exceed two hundred 
any offense against the ordinances or dollars, and arising within the territo
laws of the city. It shall be his duty rial limits of the city of Corsicana. 
to arrest upon warrant, and without_ Sec. 51. Such court shall be pre
warrant, in all cases authorized by sided over by a judge to be known as the· 
the laws of Texas, all violators of recorder of such court, who shall be ap
said ordinances or laws, and all who pointed by the city council of the city 
obstruct or interfere with him in the of Corsicana and who shall receive such 
discharge of his duties. In the pre- salary and hold his office as is elsewhere 
:vention and suppression of crime and provided herein. · 
arrest of offenders, he shall have the Sec. 52. The city secretary shall be 
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ex-officio clerk of the corporation court, 
and shall exercise the functions and du
ties of said clerk during his term as city 
secretary. It shall be the duty of said 
clerk to keep a minute of the proceed
ings of said court; to issue all process, 
and generally to do and perform all the 
duties of a clerk of a court as prescrib
ed by law for the clerk of the county 
court in so far as the said provisions 
may be applicable. 

Sec. 53. All rules of pleading, prac
tice and procedure now established for 
the county court shall apply in said cor
poration court in so far as the same are 
applicable, except that the proceedings 
in said court shall be commenced by com
plaint in the manner and under the reg
ulations as now provided by law in cases 
prosecuted before justices of the peace, 
and except that the recorder need not 
charge the jury except upon charges re
quested in writing by the defendant or 
his attorney, which said charges he shall 
have power to give or refuse under the 
same rules and regulations now applica
ble to the granting or refusing of such 
charges by the county judge in criminal 
cases. That complaints before such 
court hereby created and established 
may be sworn to before the recorder, 
clerk of said court, the city secretary, 
city attorney or his deputy, each and all 
of which officers, for that purpose shall 
h11ve power to administer oaths; or it 
may be sworn to before any officer au
thorized by law to administer oaths. 

Sec. 54. The said corporation court 
shall have a seal, having engraved there
on a star of five points in the center, 
and words, "Corporation Court of Cor
sicana, Texas," the impress of which 
shall be attached to all proceedings, ex
cept subprenas, issued out of said court, 
and shall be used to authenticate the 
official acts of the clerk and of the re
corder, where he is authorized or re
quired to use the seal of office. 

Sec. 55. That all prosecutions in said 
court, whether under an ordinance or 
under the provisions of the Penal Code, 
shall be commenced in the name of the 
State of Texas, and shall conclude 
"against the peace and dignity of the 
State," and where the offense is covered 
by ordinance the complaint may also 
conclude, "as contrary to the said or
dinance," and all prosecutions in such 
court shall be conducted by the city at
torney or his deputy; but the county at-

. torney of Navarro county may, if he so 
desires, also represent the State of Tex
as in such prosecutions, but in all such 
cases the said county attorney shall not 
be entitled to receive any fees or other 
·compensation whatever for said services, 
and in no case shall the said attorney 

have the power to dismiss any prosecu
tion pending in said court, unless for 
reasons filed and approved by the re
corder of said court. 

Sec. 56. That the city council from 
time to time, by ordinance, shall pre
scribe such rules not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this charter, nor other 
laws of this State, as in the discretion 
of the council or board of aldermen may 
be proper to enforce, by execution 
against the property of the defendant, 
or imprisonment of the defendant, the 
collection of all costs and fines imposed 
by such court as herein created or es
tablished, and shall also have power to 
adopt such rules and regulations con
cerning the practice and, procedure in 
such court as said council may deem 
proper, not inconsistent with the pro
visions of this act nor other laws of this 
State, and until the passage of such or
dinance, all rules and regulations of the 
city of Corsicana now in force concern
ing the municipal court herein and the 
enforcement of collection of fines and 
costs imposed by such court, shall be 
applicable to the court hereby created 
and established. 

Sec. 57. That all costs and fines im
posed by the said court in any prosecu
tion therein when collected shall be paid 
into the city treasury of said city for 
the use and benefit of the city. 

Sec. 58. That there shall be taxed 
against and collected of each defendant 
in case of his conviction before sucn 
court, such costs as may be provided for 
by ordinance of the said city; but in no 
case shall the council prescribe the col
lection of greater costs than are pre
scribed by law to be collected of defend
ants convicted before justices of the 
peace. . 

Sec. 59. That the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure now in force 
regulating the amount and collection of 
jury and witness fees and for enforcing 
the attendance of witnesses in criminal 
cases tried before a justice of the peace 
shall, so far as applicable, govern and 
be applicable to the trial of cases before 
the corporation court herein created and 
established. 

Sec. 60. That the judge of said cor
poration court shall have the power to 
punish for contempt to the same extent 
and under the same circumstances as 
the county judge may punish for con
tempt of the county court. He shall 
have power to take recognizances, admit 
to Q.ail and forfeit recognizances and 
bail bonds under such rules and regula
tions as now govern the taking and for
feiture of the same in the county court. 

Sec. 61. That all process issuing out 
of said corporation court shall be served 
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by any policeman or marshal of the city, 
under the same rules and regulations as 
a.re now provided by law for the service 
by sheriffs and constables of process is
suing out of the county court, so far as 
the same are applicable. Such court 
shall hold no terms, but shall be deemed 
at all times open for the transaction of 
business; but each defendant shall be 
entitled to at least one day's notice of 
any complaint against him, if such time 
be demanded. 

Sec. 62. In all cases, the fines im
posed on appeal, together with the costs 
imposed in the corporation court, and 
the court to which the appeal is taken, 
shall be collected of the defenda.nt and 
his bondsmen, and such fine and the 
cost of the corporation court shall, when 
collected, be paid into the treasury of 
the city. When the defendant in such 
cases is committed to custody, he shall 
be committed to the custody of the ci\y 
marshal, to be held by him in accord
ance with the ordinance providing for 
the custody of prisoners convicted be
fore such corporation court, and said 
city shall be liable to the officers of the 
court to which the appeal is taken, for 
the costs due them when such defendant 
has fully discharged such fine and costs. 

Sec. 63. Appeals for the judgments 
rendered by such corporation court shall 
be heard by the county court; and in all 
such appeals to such county court the 
trial shall be de novo, the same as if the 
prosecution had been originally com
menced in that court. Said appeals 
shall be governed by the rules of prac
tice and procedure for appeals from jus
tices courts to the county court, so far 
as the same may be applicable. 

Sec. 64. That until the due and legal 
organization of the said court as herein 
provided for, the coµrt in said city as 
now established shall continue to exer
cise its powers and jurisdiction; that 
~fter due and legal organization of the 
said corporation court, the said existing 
court . and the office of judge and re
corder and clerk thereof shall be and 
the same is hereby merged into one, and 
shall be entirely superseded by the cor
poration court and such officers herein 
created and established, as the same 
shall b~ and become duly and legally or
ganized. 

Sec. 65. The city marshal shall col
lect all fines and costs imposed by the 
corporation court and shall forthwith 
upon collecting same pay same over tci 
the city treasurer, taking his receipt 
therefor, and his failure so to do shall 
be cause for his discharge. 

• 
STREETS AND ALLEYS. 

Sec. 66. The city council shall be in-

vested with full power and authority to 
~ade, gravel, repair, pave or otherwise 
improve any avenue, street or alley, or 
any portion thereof within the limits of 
said city, whenever by a vote of two
thirds of the aldermen present, they may 
deem such improvement for the public 
interest; provided, the owners of the
property pay two-thirds, or so much 
thereof as such property is enhanced in 
value or is benefited by such improve
ments, except ~t the intersection of 
streets from lot to lot across the streets 
either way, and provided street rail
roads of every kind shall pay the amount 
of such cost elsewhere provided for 
herein or so much thereof as said rail
road property is enhanced in value or 
benefited by said improvement, and the 
city shall pay the balance of said cost 
of improvement, and said cost apportion
able to the property fronting on said 
streets so improved to be collected in 
equal annual payments not less than 
five in number, and all moneys collected 
from these assessments shall be appro
priated exclusively to the payment of 
any bonds issued for the payment of the 
cost of said improvement. 

Sec. 67. Whenever the city council 
shall determine to make any such im
provement, they shall cause an estimate 
to be made of the probable cost thereof 
by the city engineer; or by some other 
officer of the city, or by a committee of 
three aldermen; and such engineer or 
other officer or committee shall also re
port a full list of all lots or fractional 
lots, giving number and size of same, 
and the number of the block in which 
situated, and the names of the owners 
thereof, if known, and such other infor
mation as may be required by the city 
council, and if there be any lot or frac
tional lot the owner of which is not 
known, the same shall be entered on said 
list as unknown; it shall be the duty of 
the officer or committee aforesaid to en
ter on said list, opposite each lot or frac
tional lot lying and being on each side 
of the street, avenue or alley, so to be 
improved as aforesaid, one-third of the 
estimated expense for such work or im
provement on such avenue, street or al
ley, fronting, adjoining or opposite such 
lot or fractional lot, and return same 
to the city council. The city council 
shall then fix a time for determining the 
benefits and enhancement in value to 
each piece of property by such improve
ment, and it shall notify the owner of 
each lot and fractional lot in writing 
at least five days before it convenes for 
such purpose, and the said owner shall 
have the right to be present and be 
heard in such proceeding, and after such 
hearing the city council shall enter on 
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said list opposite each lot or fractional 
lot the amount said lot or fractional lot 
will be benefited or enhanced in value, 
not to exceed one-third of the estimated 
expense for such 

1 
work or improvements 

on such avenue, street or alley fronting, 
adjoining or opp~site such lot or fr_ac
tional lot, and said amount shall be im
posed, levied and assessed as taxes, an_d 
shall be a lien upon the property until 
the payment of same. 

Sec. 68. After such action on the part 
of the city council as above provided for, 
such officer or committee shall give such 
notice as may be required by ordinance 
of said tax being due and within what 
time payable, and shall commence forth
with to collect the same. And after the 
expiration of the period of the payment 
of said tax, said officer or committee 
shall levy on so much of any property 
on said list on which said tax has not 
been paid as will be sufficient to pay the 
same, and the same notice of sale as is 
required in sales for other tax shall be 
given; and if said tax be not paid be
fore the day of sale, said officer or com
mittee shall sell said property in the 
name and under the circumstances and 
to the extent and subject to the same 
conditions which are or may be pro
vided by ordinance for sale of real es~ 
tate in the city charged with the pay
ment of taxes imposed by the said cor
poration; and said officer or committee 
shall execute a deed to the purchaser 
at any such sale, and all the provisions 
of this charter in reference to a deed 
drawn by the assessor and collector shall 
apply to the deed provided for in this 
section. 

Sec. 69. In addition to the power and 
authority granted to the city council to 
collect said assessment of taxes as afore
said, they shall have the further power 
and additional remedy of instituting 
suit in the corporate name in any court 
having jurisdiction for the recovery 
against any owner of property for the 
amount due by such owner for any such 
work so made as aforesaid to the value 
of the benefits accruing to his said prop
erty; and the city council shall provide, 
by resolution or ordinance, under the 
provisions of this charter, for carrying 
out and executing the powers in this 
charter conferred, and may adopt such 
resolutions and enact such ordinances 
and make such regulation.s as they may 
d,eem necessary. 

SIDEWALKS, 

Sec. 70. The city council shall fix 
and determine the nature and extent of 
sidewalk improvements, decide as to the 
kind of material to be used and compel 
same to conform to an established grade. 

The cost of constructing all sidewalks, 
including curbing and guttering and 
keeping the same in repair shall be de
frayed entirely by the property owners 
of the lots or blocks fronting on the 
sidewalks to be constructed according to 
the number of feet frontage owned by 
each, and said cost shall not in any case 
exceed the enhancement in value and 
benefits to the property from such side
walk improvement. Whenever the city 
council determines to have sidewalks on 
any street or avenue, or part thereof, 
constructed, it shall determine and as
certain the cost of such construction 
against each lot or fractional lot where 
the sidewalk is to be constructed and 
the enhancement in value to accrue from 
such improvement, and the cost of con
structing such sidewalk improvement 
shall not in any case. exceed the en
hancement in value and benefits to be 
derived by the property from such im
provement. When the city council de
termines to construct or have construct
ed sidewalks .over and along any ave
nues or streets it shall first cause a 
map to ·be made showing the lots and 
fractional lots fronting on the street or 
avenue where such sidewalk is to be con
structed, and such map shall show the 
frontage of each lot and fractional lot 
and the name of the owner of each lot 
and fractional lot, if known, and if not 
known it shall so state. The city coun
cil shall then fix a time for determining 
the cost · of such · improvement and the 
benefits and enhancement in value to ac
crue to the property by such improve
ment,. and it shall notify the owner of 
each lot and fractional lot in writing at 
least five days before it convenes for 
such purpose, and the said owner shall 
have the right to be present and be 
heard in such proceedings; and the cost 
of the improvement and the benefits and 
value to be derived from such improve
ment shall be noted on each of the lots 
on said map. After the cost of the im
provement and the value and benefits to 
be derived from such improvements 
have been ascertained as provided for 
above, then the city council shall direct 
the owners of the various lots to con
struct said sidewalk improvements un
der the direction of the city engineer. 
Should the owner of any lot or fractional 
lot fail for thirty days after receiving 
written notice to construct such side
walk improvement to construct the 
same, then the city council shall cause 
such improvement to be made by a cqm
petent contractor and shall let the con
tract to the lowest and best biqder and 
on the completion and acceptance of the 
work shall issue to said contractor a c-er· 
tificate showing that the work has bee1 
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completed and accepted by the city coun
cil, and the amount due said contractor 
for ' such work, said certificate to be 
signed by the city engineer and the city 
secretary. Said certificate shall be reg
istered by the city secretary and the 
amount and cost of the improvement it 
represents shall constitute a lien against 
the property in front of which the side
walk is constructed, and shall also con
stitute a debt and be taxed and held as 
such against the owner of said property, 
and the city marshal may sell said 
property on request of the holder of said 
certificate for the payment of said cost 
and lien at the court house door of Na
varro county on the first Tuesday in any 
month, within legal hours, after post
ing a written notice of the time, terms 
and place of sale at three public places 
in Navarro county, one of which shall 
be at the court house door, and one at 
the city hall, for twenty days prior to 
sale, and after giving a copy of such no
tice to the oWn.er of said property at 
least twenty days before the date of 
sale, and shall execute and deliver to 
the purchaser a deed therefor. And in 
addition to such remedy the holder of 
said certificate may institute suit in any 
court having jurisdiction against the 

• owner of said property to enforce such 
lien. and have the property sold in pay
ment of such debt. A copy of the notice 
of sale showing the action of the mar
shal endorsed thereon or attached there
to shall be filed with the city secretary 
and shall remain in his office. Should 
any of the property in front of which a 

, sidewalk is constructed be homestead 
property, then no lien for such improve
ment shall be charged to or taxed 
against the owner of said property, and 
the holder of such certificate may insti
tute suit in any court having jurisdic
tion against such owner for the costs of 
such improvement and collect the same 
through the process of the court. The 
map herein provided for shall remain 
on file with the city secretary, as a part 
of the records of his office. In event the 
certificate herein provided for is sold to 
the city or to any person, the city or 

_other purchaser shall be subrogate and 
succeed to all the rights the original 
holder had. The proceeds of all sales 
made by the marshal under this section 
and all collections made through the 
process of the court shall be applied to 
the discharge of the certificate herein 
provided for and costs and expenses of 
sale, and the balance shall be paid to 
the owner of the land sold. In the event 
that because the same adjoins the home
ii!tead, or. for any other reason, the city 
is unable to lawfully compel the owner 
to construct and repair a sidewalk by 

fixing a lien on his property for the cost, 
the city of Corsicana shall never be lia
ble for damages to any person or prop
erty by reason of any defect in any side
walk not immediately occasioned by the 
direct act of the city, or some officer for 
whose acts the city is responsible at 
law; and in all cases the property owner 
on whose property any sidewalk abuts, 
shall be under the duty to the public, as 
well as to the city, to keep the said side
walk in repair 1tnd free from weeds, and 
shall be primarily liable to any and all 
persons for any injuries whatever occa
sioned to them or their property by rea
son of any such defect occurring by rea
son of the neglect or omission of such 
property owner to repair such sidewalk 
and to keep the same in repair, or by 
reason of his unlawful or wrongful act. 
In the event of a judgment against the 
city in all such cases where the property 
owner is made liable for damages by the 
provisions of this section, the city shall 
be entitled to a recovery over against 
any such property owner held to be p,ri
marily liable for· such damages under 
the provisions aforesaid. The city mar
shal shall, where any real estate has 
been sold for sidewalk improvement as 
aforesaid, make and execute to the pur
chaser a deed for the property sold, 
which deed shall have the same proba
tive force that a deed from the assessor 
and collector shall have under the pro
visions of this charter, and shall be 
prima facie evidence of the same facts, 
and the title of any purchaser at said 
sale shall not be disputed by any person 
whatsoever, or for any cause whatsoever, 
except upon tender to the purchaser of 
all amounts lawfully due on the prop
erty sold for improvements aforesaid, to
gether with lawful interest thereon and 
all penalties and costs, and such penal
ties and costs shall be same as under 
sales of real estate for taxes provided 
for herein. 

Sec. 71. In addition to the authority 
granted said city council to collect the 
assessment of taxes for sidewalk im
provements as aforesaid, they shall have 
the power and additional remedy of in
stituting suit in the corporate name of 
the city in -any court having jurisdiction 
for the recovery against any owner of 
property for the amount due for such 
work done in improving such owner's 
sidewalk. 

SEWERS. 

Sec. 72. The city council shall have 
power, by ordinance, to provide for and 
cause a general sewer and drainage sys
tem, to be divided into public and pri
vate sewers and drains, and to be con
structed, maintained and regulated in 
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such manner and out of such material as 
the council may prescribe. Sewers may 
be established as the council may direct, 
and there may qe extension of branches 
of sewers already constructed or entirely 
new throughout, as may be deemed ex
pedient. The city council may, if neces
sary, levy a tax on all taxable property in 
the entire city, to pay for the construc
tion and repairs of such public sewers, 
which shall be called a "special sewer 
tax," and used solely for such purpose. 
No public sewer shall be run diagonally 
through private property when it is 
practicable without injury to said sewer, 
to construct it parallel with one of the 
exterior lines of such property. No pub
lic sewer shall be constructed through 
private property when it is practicable 
to construct it along or through a street 
or public highway. The city council 
shall have power to compel property 
owners to connect with the sewers within 
the sewer district, and to impose fines 
for failure to so connect. 

Sec. 73. The city council shall have 
the power to appropriate private prop
erty for public use. Whenever the city 
council of said cit:v shall deem it neces
sary to take any private property, either 
within or without the city limits, for any 
of the following purposes, towit, in order 
to open, extend, change or widen any 
public street, avenue or alley, or for the 
construction of water mains or sewers, 
either within or without the city limits, 
or for the improvement and enlargement 
of its waterworks, including watersheds, 
reservoirs, etc., public schools, parks. 
squares and pleasure grounds, or for the 
straightening or improving of the chan
nel of any branch or drain, such prop
erty may be taken for such purpose by 
making just compensation to the owner 
thereof. If the amount of such compen
sation shall not be agreed upon, it shall 
be the duty of the city council to cause 
to be stated in writing the real estate or 
property sought to be taken, the name of 
the owner thereof, and his residence, if 
known, and the purpose for which said 
property is sought to be taken, and file 
such statement with the county judge of 
Navarro county. Upon the filing of such 
statement, it shall be the duty of such 
judge, in. term time or vacation, to ap
point three disinterested freeholders and 
qualified voters of the county of Navarro 
as special commissioners to assess the 
damage to accrue to the owners by. rea
son of such condemnation. The· commis
sioners so appointed shall, in their pro
ceedings, be governed and controlled bv 
the State laws in force in reference to 
the condemnation of the right-of-way for 
railway companies, and the assessment 
of damages therefor, the city of Corsi-

cana occupying the position of the rail
road company. And all laws in referenc& 
to the applications for the condemna
tion of right-of-way of railroad compa
nies, including the measure of damages, 
the right of appeal and the like, shall ap
ply to an application by the city of Cor
sicana under this charter for condemna
tion of property for the aforesaid pur
poses, the city of Corsicana to occup:v the 
p'osition of the railroad company: In 
estimating the damages to such prop
erty the jury shall not only estimate the 
value of the land so taken, but they shall 
also estimate the damage done to the re
mainder of the land from which it is 
taken, by reason of such taking and use. 
Provided, however, that in case of con
demnation of land for the opening, ex
tending or widening of any street, or for 
the straightening or improving the chan
nel of any branch or drain within the 
corporate limits of said city, the city 
council may, by ordinance, provide the 
cost of such property shall be paid for 
by the property owners owning property 
in the immediate vicinity thereof and 
benefited thereby. In such cases the city 
engineer shall under the direction of the 
board of commissioners appointed by the 
county judge,. make a plat of the prop
erty which, in the judgment of the said 
commissioners, will be specially benefited 
and enhanced in value by the making of 
such improvement, whereupon said com
missioners shall issue notices to the 
owners of such property to appear before 
them at a time and place M be desig· 
nated in such notice, to show cause, if 
any they have, why such property should 
not be assessed to pay the cost of the 
property so condemned; such notices 
may be served by any police officer in the 
city of Corsicana, or any other officer of 
the State of Texas, or county of Na
varro, authorized by the laws of said 
State to serve process of the courts of 
said State; such notices shall be served 
upon the owners of such property wh·ere 
such 'owners can be found in the city of 
Corsicana or county of Navarro; and in 
all cases where such owner or owners, or 
any of them, are absent from the city 
and county, upon the agent of such ab
sent owner, if such owner shall have an 
agent in said city or county, and, in case 
such absent owner shall not have such 
agent, or in case the owner of such prop
erty is unknown, then such notice shall 
be published for two days consecutively 
in some daily newspaper published in 
the city of Corsicana; such notice shall 
be given five full days before the final 
determination by the said board of com
missioners appointed by the county 
judge, of the amount of the assessment 
against the owner of such property fo1 
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such improvement; said commissioners make such sales at the same time as pro
shall determine the value of the property vided for the sale of property for delin
desired to be taken, belonging to the quent ad valorem taxes. The board of 
different owners thereof, if there be more commisioners appointed under the pro
than one such owner, and if there be only visions of this section shall have the 
one such owner, the value of the same, same power to issue writs and subprenas 
and shall also find how much of the cost and compel the attendance of witnesses, 
thereof shall be assessed against the etc., as commissioners appointed for the 
owner of each lot or subdivision of the condemnation of land, etc., for the right
land in the immediate vicinity thereof of-way of railroads, under the General 
specially benefited and ~nhanced in value Laws of the State of Texas, have; shall 
by the making of such improvement, and receive the same compensation for their 
shall report all said matters to the city services, and shall be governed in all re
council of the city of Corsicana, showing spects not herein otherwise provided by 
a description of the property taken and said General Laws in all matters relat
condemned, and the name of the owner ing to their procedure. The compensa
thereof, if known, and if the owner ot tion for the land and property taken or 
such property is unknown, shall state damaged under the provisions of this sec
said fact, or if there be more than one tion shall be paid to the owners of such 
owner of such property, then the descrip- property so taken or daruaged, or secured 
tion of the property of each said owner, by a deposit set apart in money in the 
if known, and if unknown, shall state hands of the city treasurer, subject to 
such fact, and the value of the property the order of such owner, before such 
of each such owner2 so condemned, and property is taken or damaged; provided, 
.also the description and the name of the the city may make such payment out of 
owner of each subdivision of property, if the general fund, if the council shall 
known, and if unknown, shall so state, deem it advisable, and when the amounts 
describing such property so as to iden- assessed against the property specially 
tify it against which special assessment benefited as herein provided are collected, 
should, in the judgment of said board, may repay the said general fund the 
be made to pay for such property con- amount so advanced, and such payment 
demned, such apportionment to be made shall not be a waiver of the city's right 
according to the benefits that will in the. to make such collection. 
judgment of said board of commissioners Sec. 74. The city council shall have 
be received by or accrue to such lot or power to require the filling up, draining, 
subdivision of property by reason of the and regulating of · any lot or lots, 
making of such improvements. Such re- grounds or yards, or other places in the 
port shall be signed by said board of city which shall be unwholesome or have 
commissioners, or a majority of them, stagnant water or filth of any kind there
-and shall be filed with the city secretary in, or growing of wild weeds or from any 
for the consideratiol'I. of the city council. other cause be in such a condition as is 
The city council shall, as soon as prac- liable to produce disease or increase the 
ticable after the filing of such report, danger to property from fire; also to 
consider the same, and if the same is ap- cause all premises to be inspected and 
proved by a majority vote of the mem- cleansed; also require the making, filling 
bers present at the meeting· at which it up, altering and repairing of all sinks 

.considers same, the same shall be final and privies, and direct the mode and 
and binding upon the city and all par- material for constructing them in the 
ties at interest therein. If the city coun- future, and compel their connection with 
cil shall approve said report, it shall levy the city sewer, if the same are in sewer 
.a special tax against the property shown district. And said council shall have full 
by said report to be benefited and en- power by ordinance to provide for the 
hanced in value by such improvement, punishment by fine of all persons failing 
according to the recommendation made in or refusing to do any of such things, or 
such report; such taxes shall be a lien permitting the premises occupied by them 
upon the property against which the to be in a filthy and unhealthy state. 
same shall be assessed, from the date of When the city council shall determine 

· such levy; shall become due and delin- that any lot, premises or subdivision of 
quent at the times provided in the ordi- land is in such condition as to render it 
nance levying the same, and if not paid unhealthful or productive of disease, or 
as provided in such ordinance, the city liable to cause or spread fire, it shall in
assessor and collector shall proceed to strnct the city health officer to notify the 
collect the same as provided in the ordi- owner therof, by written notice, to make 
nance levying the same, by the advertise- such improvements, repairs or altera
ment and sale as provided in the city tions, or do such cleaning as the council 
charter in cases of the sale of property may deem necessary, any .order to be 
for delinquent ad valorem taxes; pro- made or done in order to abate such nui
vided, that it sl\all not be necessary to sance and render such property cleanly 
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and healthful, and the city health officer 
or his assistant shall, when such owner 
is known to him and resides in the city 
of_ Corsicana, and shall not be absent 
from the city, serve such notice upon 
such owner; such notice shall state the 
property to be cleansed or improved, and 
what work or improvement is reqmred to 
be done upon same. Where the owner of 
such property is unknown to the ci~y 
health officer, and where such owner, if 
known, shall be absent from the city of 

. Corsicana, or cannot be found after rea
sonable search, such notice shall be pub
lished in some daily newspaper published 
in the city of Corsicana for two consecu
tive days, and if the owner of such prop
ertv shall not, within fifteen days after 
the· service or publication of rsuch notice, 
perform the requirement of the city 
council, the council may have such im
provement made at the cost of the city, 
and tax the cost of same against the 
property so improved as a speci~l tax. 
Such improvement may be made m any 
manner provided for by the city council. 
When such work is completed, the city 
engineer shall report in writing to the 
city council the cost of the work and im
provements, a description of such prop
erty upon which the same was made, so 
as to identify it, the name of the owner 
of such property where l_rnown to him, 
and where unknown shall so state. When 
the city council shall approve such re
port or adopt the same, it shall by or
dinance levy and assess a special tax 
against the property upon which said 
improvement is made, and said tax shall 
be a special tax against such property 
from the date of the making of such im
provement. Said tax shall become due 
and delinquent as provided for in the or
dinance levying the same, and if the 
same shall not be paid within the time 
provided in such ordinance, the city as
sessor and collector shall proceed to col
lect the same by the advertisement and 
sale of such property as provided in the 
city charter for the saltl of real estate 
for the payment of ·delinquent ad valo
rem taxes; provided, it shall not be nec
essary to sell the same at the time as 
provided in such cases. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sec. 75. The city council shall have 
full power and authority to pass all or
dinances and adopt all resolutions, rules 
and police regulations that may be neces
sary and proper to carry into effect and 
fully enforce all powers vested by this 
charter, and in addition the city council 
shall also have power, upon all questions 
not provided for in this charter, to pass 
all ordinances and adopt all resolutions, 
rules and police regulations not contrary 

to the Constitution of the State of Texas, 
that may be necessary for the trade, 
commerce, health, order and good gov
ernment of said city, and to enforce all 
ordinances, rules and regulations passed 
under the powers given by this charter, 
and punish their violation by fines, or by 
work on the streets or other public 
works, as may be required by the judg
ment of the court, and for any fine im
posed by the corportion court, execution 
may issue to collect such fine and costs 
in the same manner as from State courts. 
They shall be issued to the chief of po
lice, who, in levying on property and 
selling the same, shall have full power 
as the sheriff in executions issued from 
the State courts in like cases. 

Sec. 76. All city offices shall be kept 
in the city hall, and shall be open such 
hours as may be prescribed by ordinance_ 

Sec. 77. All bonds, contracts and 
other instruments requiring the assent of 
the city shall be signed by the mayor, or 
acting mayor, and the city secretary, 
with the seal of the city attached, and 
all legal process against the city 'Shall be 
served upon the mayor or acting mayor. 

Sec. 78. In addition to the other 
modes of collection anywhere in this 
charter provided, all taxes due the city, 
whether general or special, assessments 
·for improvements or otherwise, mav be 
collected by an action of debt, and liens 
on real estate foreclosed in any court 
having jurisdiction. The assessment 
rolls of such taxes shall be taken as 
prima facie evidence of the statements 
made therein, and the city shall have 
equal right to become the purchaser at 
all sales of property for taxes due it 
under judgment or otherwise. It shall 
be the duty of the mayor to attend such 
sales to make such purchases if they be 
necessary. 

Sec. 79. It shall not be necessary in 
any action, suit or proceeding in which 
the city of Corsicana is a party, for any 
bond, undertaking or security to be ex
ecuted in behalf of the city, but all such 
actions, suits, appeals and proceedings 
shall be conducted in the same manner 
as if such bond, undertaking or security 
had been given, and said city shall be 
just as liable as if they had been duly 
given and executed. 

Sec. 80. The property, real and per
sonal, belonging to said city shall not 
be liable to be sold or appropriated 
under any writ of execution or cost bill, 
nor shall the funds belonging to said 
city in the hands of any person be liable· 
to garnishment on account of any debt 
it may owe, or funds it may have on 
hand due any person, nor shall the city 
nor any of its officers or agents be re
quired to answer ~o any writ of garnish
ment on any account whatsoever. 
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Sec. 81. Whenever, in the opinion of 
the city council, any building, fence, 
shed awning or structure of any kind 
or p~rt thereof is liable to fall and en
danger persons or property, the council 
may order the owner or a~ent of same, 
or occupant of the premises, to take 
down and remove the same within such 
time as they may direct, and may punish 
by fine all persons failing so to do. Said 
council shall have the additional power 
to remove the same at the expense of the 
city on account of the owner of the prop
erty, and assess the expenses thereof, in
cludin" condemnation proceedings, as a 
special' tax against the land, and the 
same may be collected as other special 

. taxes provided for in this charter, or by 
suit in any court of competent jurisdic
tion. 

Sec. 82. In all judicial proceedings it 
shall be sufficient to plead any ordinance 
by caption, or by the number of the sec
tions thereof, wanted and the captim;i, 
and it shall not be necessary to plead 
the entire ordinance or section. All 
printed ordinances or codes of ordinances 
published by authority of the city coun
cil shall be admitted in evidence and 

· shall have the same force and effect as 
would the original ordinances. 

Sec. 83. All writs, subprenas or other 
process, issuing out of the corporation 
court shall run in the name of the State 
of Texas, and may be executed and 
served by the city marshal or policemen 
anywhere in Navarro county, Texas. 

Sec. 84. In all cases where, by any 
of the provisions of this charter, or by 
ordinances in pursuance thereof, a per
son is required to obtain a license for any 
calling, occupation, business or vocation, 
and has, on complaint before the corpo
ration court, been adjudged guilty of 
violating any' rule, regulation or ordi
nance of the city in relation thereto, 
said court, in addition to the punish
ment to be imposed therefor, may sus
pend or revoke the license so granted. 

Sec. 85. The city council shall have 
power to cause the ordinances of the city 
to. be printed in code form, and shall 
have the same rearranged and digested 
as often as to the council may seem ad
visable) and may appropriate money for 
'the expenses thereof. 

Sec. 86. The city council shall have 
power to cause telegraph, telephone and 
electric light companies to change the 
location of their poles; also to cause all 
. .erected poles not in use to be taken down 
and removed. If such companies sl}all 
fail to do such things after being notified, 
the city can have the same done at the 
expense of such companies. The city 
council shall also have the power to re
quire telegraph, telephone companies, and 
also electric light companies to run their 

wires underground, if, in the wisdom of 
the council, public interest should so de
mand. 

Sec. 87. The style of all ordinances 
shall be "Be it ordained by the City 
Council of the City of Corsicana," but 
the same may be omitted from ordinances 
published in book or pamphlet form. 

Sec. 88. All ordinances of a general 
nature shall be published at least once 
in some newspaper in the city of Corsi-
cana. . 

Sec. 89. All ordinances, resolutions, 
rules and regulations shall take effect 
from their passage, unless otherwise 
therein expressed or otherwise provided 
for herein. 

Sec. 90. All ordinances of the city, 
when printed and published by authority 
of the city council;shall be admitted and 
received in evidence in all courts and 
places without any further proof what
ever, and all ordinances thus printed in 
book or pamphlet form shall be pre
sumed to have been printed by authority 
of the city council and shall be prima 
facie evidence of that fact. Certified 
copies of ordinances shall also be re
ceived in evidence. 

Sec. 91. All. ordinances, resolutions, 
rules and regulations now in force in the 
city of Corsicana and not in conflict here
with shall remain in force under this 
charter until altered, amended or re
pealed by the city council after this 
charter takes effect. All ordinances of 
the city of Corsicana now in force which 
may be invalid because of the absence of 
the power under any charter which they 
were passed, but which if passed under 
the present charter would be valid, are 
hereby validated as if passed under the 
provisions of this charter. 

Sec. 92. That every ordinance passed 
by the city council shall be enrolled by 
the secretary within the next succeeding 
five days, Sundays excepted, or so soon 
thereafter as practicable. . It shall then 
be carefully compared with the original 
bill and all amendments, if any, by at 
least one member of the committee that 
may be charged with that duty by the 
city council. If errors exist . they shall 
be corrected. If no errors exist, or if 
found, then, after their correction, the 
member making the comparison shall en
dorse on the margin the words "correctly 
enrolled," and give the date thereof and 
subscribe his name thereto. Whereupon 
the same shall be delivered to the mayor 

·for his consideration. If the mayor ap
prove the same it shall become a law. 
If he fails to approve or object within. 
ten days after passage, exclusive of the 
day of passage and Sunday, should that 
intervene, the same shall become a law 
without his signature. But if within 
said time he shall veto the same he shall 
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present his written objections to the 
council by filing the same with the city 
secretary, and unless the council shall 
pass the ordinance over the mayor's veto 
by the majority hereinbefore provided 
the same shall not become a law. · 

Sec. 93. The city council shall have 
the right to remit, in whole or in part, 
any fine or penalty belonging to the city, 
which may be imposed under any ordi
nance or resolution passed in pursuance 
of this charter upon a vote of two-thirds 
of all the members elected to the council. 

Sec. 94. No lien of any kind shall 
ever exist against the public school 
buildings, public halls or public works 
of the city of Corsicana. All sub-con
tractors, material men, mechanics and 
laborers upon any public works of the 
city of Corsicana are "hereby required to 
notify the city of all claims they may 
have on account of such work against 
the city, and when such notice is given 
the city shall retain an amount from 
any funds due the contractors sufficient 
to satisfy all claims; provided, that such 
notice may be given at any time after 
such indebtedness becomes due and be
fore final settlement; and provided fur
ther, that no contractor or sub-contrac
tor shall issue any time checks on any 
public works of said city. 

Sec. 95. The council shall require 
good and sufficient bonds of all contrac
tors with at least two good and suffi
cient sureties, who shall be residents of 
the State of Texas. No non-resident of 
the State shall ever be received as surety 
on any bond paya,ble to the city of Cor
sicana, except such guara,ntee compan
ies as may be satisfactory to the city 
council.. When bondsmen are not resi
dents of N a,varro county such proof of 
their solvency may be required as the 
council may deem necessary. 

Sec. 96. All approprfations made or 
set apart for the payment of any inter
est or sinking fund, or both, shall under 
no circumstances ever be diverted to any 
other purpose. 

Sec. 97. All questions &rising in ad
ministering said city government and 
not provided for in this city cha,rter, 
shall be governed by the State law in 
such ca,ses made and provided. 

Sec. 98. All property, rea,l a,nd per
sona,!, belonging to the city of Corsicana, 
is hereby vested in the corpora,tion 
created by this Act, and the officers of 
said corporation now in office sha,ll con~ 
tinue the same with the same salaries 
'll.nd compensation as now received until 
superseded in conformity to the provis
ions hereof, but shall be governed by 
this Act from and after it takes effect. 

Sec. 99. This Act shall not inVali
date any legal action heretofore done by 

the city of Corsicana, or any of its offi
cers, or impair any liability which may 
have been created by said corporation 
prior to the passage of this Act. Nor 
shall this Act affect any litigation now 
pending to which the city as it now ex
ists is a party, or in which it is inter
ested. Such litigation shall be proceed
ed with the same as if this Act had not 
passed. 

~ec. 100. No office provided for in 
this charter and not now ·already exist
ing sha,ll be held to be created until 
the same is established by an ordinance 
of the city council. 

Sec. 101. That this Act shall be 
deemed a public act, and judicial notice 
shall be taken thereof in all courts and 
read in evidence. 

~ec. 102. That whenever any fran
chise to any person, firm or corporation 
has heretofore been made, or shall here
after be made by the city council for the 
use of any street of the city for any pur
pose1 or for the exercise of any other 
public privilege or advantage 'and the 
said grant has been ur shall' hereafter 
be made upon a,ny condition named in 
said grant of things to be performed by 
the said grantee, ·and such grant shall 
contain no condition of forfeiture, yet 
the breach of any condition so named 
in such grant, or any failure on the pa,rt 
of said grantee to promptly pay any tax 
whatever assessed by the city, shall be 
or cause a forfeiture of the said fran
chise or privilege so granted as if ex
pressly stipulated for therein, and when
ever any such grant has been or shall 
hereafter be made in consideration of the 
payment of any bonus, the said payment 
shall be secured by a prior lien on all 
t~e property of said grantee, within the 
city, whether expressly stipulated for or 
not, and any failure to promptly pay 
such bonus according to the terms of the 
grant, or any failure to pay any tax of 
any kind shall be a cause of forfeiture 
of the franchise or privilege granted 
whether such forfeiture be expressly pro~ 
vided for or not. · 

Sec. 103. The city council shall have 
power to compel all ablebodied male in
habitants above eighteen years of age 
except minis,ters of the gospel, firemei:. 
and members of the Volunteer Guard, 
to work on the streets or alleys of the 
city not exceeding five days in any one 
year, or to furnish a substitute or a. sum 
of money not to exceed one dollar for 
each day's work demanded. 

Sec. 104. The city council shall have 
power to co-operate with the commission
ers court of Navarro county in the erec
tion of any bridge within or partly with
in the corporate limits of the city of 
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Corsicana and may jointly erect such 
bridge upon the terms and conditions as 
may be mutually agreed upon; and said 

. city may issue its bonds to pay for its 
proportional part of the cost of said 
bridge, provided that no such contract 
shall be made or entered into except 
governing other debts the city may create 
and other bonds the city may lawfully 
issue. 

Sec. 105. The city council may ex
empt from general taxation public prop
erty owned and used exclusively by the 
public, actual places of religious. wor
ship, places of burial not held for private 
or corporate profit, all buildings used ex
clusively for school purposes and neces
sary furniture therein, and institutions 
of purely public charity, but all other 
exemptions shall be void. 

Sec. 106. The city council may also 
levy, assess and collect taxes necessaray 
to pay the interes·t and provide a sinking 
fund to satisfy any indebtedness hereto
fore legally made and undertaken; but 
all such taxes shall be assessed and col
lected separ•ately from those levied, as
sessed and collected for current expenses 
of municipal government, and shall, 
when levied, s.peeify in the act of levy
ing the purpose therefor, and such taxes 
may be paid in the coupons, bonds or 
other indebtedness for the payment of 
wh~ch such tax may have been levied .. 

priate and set apart in a budget the 
necessary funds for the management and 
operation of each and every department 
of the city, ·and thereafter it shall not be 
lawful for the city council to divert any 
other purpose, and no fund appropriated 
to any such department shall ever be in
creased except by a two-thirds vote of all 
the aldermen elected. Any expense in
curred in excess of the budget in 
any department shall be void and shall 
not be audited by the auditor nor paid 
by the said city or any officer thereof. 

Sec. llO. To provide by ordinance for 
the payment of any existing and out
standing indebtedness, and for the pay
ment of any bonds that may from time 
to time be issued, and shall, for such 
purpose, have the power to levy, assess 
and collect a special tax. 

Sec. lll. To make regulations to pre
vent introduction of contagious diseases 
into the city, to make quarantine laws 
for that purpose, and to enforce them 
within the city and within ten miles 
thereof. 

Sec. 112. To provide, or cause to be 
provided, the city with water, to make, 
regulate and establish public wells, 
pumps, cisterns, hydrants, reservoirs 
and standpipes in the streets or else· 
where in said city, or beyond the limits 
thereof for the convenience of the in
habitants and the extinguishment of 
fires, and to prevent the unnecessary 

'-GENERAL POWERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL., waste of water, and to condemn all 
. •· . right-of-way necessary for any of said 

Sec. 107. The city council shall have purposes, and if to provide the city with 
the management and control of the water it is necessary to contract for 
finances and a~l of the pr?perty, real ~nd same with any person, firm or corpora
personal or mixed belongmg to t~e city, tion, the council shall have the power 
except school . ~roperty, .and subJect to to make such contract. 
the other prov1s10ns of ~his ch'.1-rter, shall Sec. 113. The city council shall have 
h:tve the po_wers mentioned m the sec- exclusive control and power over the 
~10ns followmg, and the power to pun- streets, alleys, crossings, highways and 
ish by fine. or by work on. the. streets or public grounds of the city, and to abate 
other public works, the violat10n of any and remove all encroachments or ob
ordinance, resol?tion, rule or regulation structions thereon; to open, alter, abol
passed under said powers. ish widen extend establish reO'ulate 

Sec. 108. The .city council shall h~ve gr~de, pav~, clean, 'or otherwi~e iI~prov~ 
power to appropriate mon~y and provide said streets and to protect the same 
for the payment ?f debts, JU_d~ents and from all encroachments and injury of 
expenses of the city, ·~nd this i~ shall be any kind whatever; subject, however, 
the d?ty of the ccmncil to provide for by to the control and power hereinafter 
taxat10n. . . given to the board of commissioners. 

S~c. 109. To prov1_de by ordmance !Sec. 114. To establish, erect, con-
S{lecial funds for sepcial .P~rposes pr?- struct and keep in repair bridges, cul
vided for under the provunons of this verts, conduits, sewers and sidewalks. 
charter, and to ~nake the same disb~rs- and to regulate the construction and 
able only for srud purposes, and to im- use of same, and to abate and punish 
pose proper penalties for enforcing the any obstruction of encroachment there
same, The city council shall annually, on. The cost of constructing sidewalks 
a,s soon ·after the opening of the fiscal and keeping same in repair, together 
year as practicable, by an ordinance with the cost of collection, shall be en
mal<e all appropriations for the opera- tirely defrayed by the property owners 
tion of the city government for the said in such manner as the city council may 
fiscal year, and to that end shall appro- provide, and shall be a perpetual lien 

32-S 
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on the property in question until paid. 
The cost of sewers shall be paid as here
iuafter provided. 

Sec. 115. To prevent the encumbering 
of streets, alleys, sidewalks and public 
grounds with carriages, wagoni., carts, 
hacks, buggies or other vehicles, with 
boxes, timbers, firewood, posts, awnings, 
signs or anything whatever, in any man
ner whatever; to compel all persons to 
keep all weeds, filth, rubbish, trash of 
every kind from their premises and from 
the sidewalks, streets and gutters in 
front of their premises occupied by 
them, and to pass all ordinances neces
sary to enforce such things. 

Sec. 116. To permit, prevent and reg
ulate the laying of gas and water mains 
and pipes therein, as well as oil pipe 
lines. To compel any person using the 
streets and alleys or sidewalks for the 
purpose of laying gas or water mains 
and pipes, sewer pipes, or oil pipe lines, 
or for building or for other purposes, to 
repair, clean up and restore said streets, 
sidewalks and alleys so used. The city 
council shall have sole authority to 
grant to any person, .firm or corporation 
the right to use the streets, alleys and 
public grounds of the city for laying of 
gas mains and pipes therein, and for 
distributing gas through said mains and 
pipes, and may prescribe the terms and 
conditions upon which such right may 
be exercised. And the city council shall 
also have the sole authority to grant to 
any person, firm or corporation the right 
to use the streets, alleys and public 
grounds for any other purpose,. involving 
the laying of pipes, wires, tunnels or 
subways thereon or thereunder, for the 
purpose of conducting any private or 
corporate enterprise, subject, however, 
to the power herein given to ·the board 
of commissioners. 

Sec. 117. To prevent any street or 
sidewalk from being dug up or exca
vations to be made therein, unless the 
same be done with the permission of the 
city council and under the direction of 
the city engineer, and to prescribe and 
exact fees for such privilege, and de
posits as guarantees of proper restora
tion of such streets and sidewalks. 

Sec. 118. To regulate, establish and 
change the grade or width of all side
walks and streets, and to require and 
compel the filling up, raising or lower
ing the same. 

Sec. 119. To divide and redivide the 
city into wards and alter the boundaries 
thereof· for the purpose of equalizing 
the population of the several wards.· 

Sec. 120. To provide for the lighting 
of streets, ~ublic grounds and public 
buildings by contract with persons, firms 
or corporations, and the power to erect 

or purchase, own and operate a complete 
light plant with all necessary machin
ery, fixtures, appliances and appurte
nances of every nature whatever neces· 
sary for said purpose and to demand 
and receive compensation for lights fur
n~shed for private purposes, and to pro
vide for the location and regulation of 
such lights. The city council shall have 
power to condemn the property of any 
person, firm or corporation for the pur
pose of operating and maintaining gas 
and electric light and power works, and 
for distributing gas and electric light 
and power throughout the city or any 
portion thereof. 

Sec. 121. To provide or permit the 
erection of market houses, establish 
markets and market places, and provide 
for the government and regulation 
thereof ; to provide all needful buildings 
for the use of the city; to provide for 
enclosing, improving, ornamenting and 
regulating all public grounds belonging 
to the city; to provide hospitals and reg
ulate and maintain the same, and to 
permit or prohibit private hospitals; to 
establish as active systems of inspection 
over premises and the conduct of per
sons. 

Sec. 122. To erect and establish one 
or more workhouses or houses of correc
tion, or a reformatory and industrial 
school for refractory boys and girls 
within or without the city limits; make 
all necessary rules and regulations 
thereof, and appoint all necessary keep
ers and assistants. In such workhouse 
or house of correction may be confined 
all vagrants, stragglers, idle, suspicious 
and disorderly persons who may be com
mitted by the mayor or recorder; and 
any person 'who shall fail or refuse to 
pay the fine, penalty or costs imposed 
for any misdemeanor or breach of any 
ordinance of the city, may, instead. of 
being committed to jail, be kept therein, 
subject to labor and confinement. 

Sec. 123. To establish, improve and 
regulate public grounds, and to regu
late, restrain and prohibit the running 
at large of horses, cattle, sheep, swine, 
goats and other animals in the city, 
and to authorize the distraintng, im
pounding and the sale of same for the 
costs of the proceedings and penalty in
curred, and to order their destruction 
when they can not be sold, and to im
pose penalties on the owners and keep
ers thereof for violation of any ordi
nance, whether they. reside in or out of 
the city, and that at all such sales the 
purchaser of any animal shall be deemed 
to acquire a good and valid title thereto, 
if the provisions of the ordinances have 
been complied with; whether the owner 
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of such animal resides in or out of the 
city. 

Sec. 124. To establish and maintain a 
city police; prescribe the duties and 
powers of policemen, and regulate their 
conduct. That the powers granted by 
this section shall be inoperative in the 
event that there- shall be a board of com
missioners of the said city exercising 
the powers granted by this section, in 
which case the said powers shall be sub
ordinated to the powers granted to and 
exercised by said commissioners. 

Sec. 125. The city council shall have 
power by ordinance to reduce the width 
of any street within the city limits by 
compelling or permitting the extension 
of sidewalks on both sides of said street 
to cover the decrease in width of the 
street. 

Sec. 126. The city council by a vote 
of two-thirds of all the aldermen elected, 
shall have power to authorize the issu
ance of the c_ity's negotiable notes or 
time warrants where the same may be 
needed for the current expenses in any 
sum or sums the city council may direct, 
not to exceed ten thousand dollars, to 
be signed by the mayor and city secre
tary and attested by the city seal; pro
vided, said notes or warrants shall 'not 
bear a greater rate of interest than eight 
per cent. per annum, and shall run no 
longer than the current year, and shall 
be payable out of the taxes for said year 
and out of the fund for the benefit of 
which said notes or warrants are issued, 
and provided further, said notes or war
rants shall not be sold for less than 
their par value. 

Sec. 127. To regulate, restrain, locate, 
abate or permit livery stables, slaughter 
housesr glue factories, bone boilers, hide 
houses, or establishments for burning 
hides, soap factories, places for render
ing lard, tallow, offal and other sub
stances that can be rendered, and all 
other establishments where any nauseat
ing, dangerous, offensive or unwhole
some business may be carried on. 

Sec. 128. To regulate the storage and 
transportation of all illuminating oils, 
fuel oil, high explosives, gunpowder, tar, 
pitch, and all other inflammable oils 
and combustibles of every kind. 

Sec. 129. To regulate parapet walls; 
to prevent dangerous construction and 
condition of chimneys, fire places, 
hearths, stoves and stove pipes, boilers 
and other heating apparatus, and cause 
the same to be removed and made safe. 

Sec. 130. To prevent the deposit of 
ashes in unsafe places and cause the re
moval from one's premises of all trash, 
old papers, straw goods boxes, barrels 
and anything else dangerous on account 
of fire, and of all filth, slops and animal 

or vegetable matter and everything else 
offensive and dangerous to health and 
comfort, and to cause all buildings and 
enclosures in a dangerous state to be put 
in a safe condition. 

Sec. 131. The city council shall have 
full power to condemn all dangerous 
buildings or obstructions of any kind, 
and may provide regulations therefor 
by ordinance, and shall suppress and 
prevent the use of metal flues and the 
creation of iron-clad or metal covered 
buildings in the "fire district. 

Sec. 132. To regulate or prevent the 
carrying on of manufactories and works 
dangerous in causing fires, and to. regu
late the location of cotton presses, sheds 
and other buildings dangerous on ac
count of fires. 

Sec. 133. To regulate the size, num
ber and manner of construction of doors 
and stairways of theaters, tenement 
houses, audience rooms, public halls and 
all buildings used for the gathering of 
a large number of people, whether now 
built or hereafter to be built, so that 
there may be convenient, safe and 
speedy exit in case of fires. 

Sec. 134. To require the construction 
of suitable fire-escapes on or in hotels, 
lodging houses, factories and other 
buildings, whether now built or here
after to be built. 

Sec. 135. Subject to the powers of 
the commissioners and provisions of this 
charter in reference to the board of com
missioners hereinafter provided for, to 
establish and maintain a fire depart
mE:nt, fix the number and compensation 
of all firemen, employes and members of. 
the department, pr-escribe their respec
tive duties, regulate their appointment 
and dismissal, and fix penalties for the 
violation of all regulations pertaining 
thereto ; to procure steam fire engines 
and other apparatus for extinguishing 
fires, provide for the care, management 
and maintenance of same, ana to do 
everything whatever necessary for the 
regulation and maintenance of such de
partment. 

Sec. 136. The city council shall have 
power to regulate, prevent and prohibit 
the use of fireworks and firearms. 

Sec. 137. The .city council shall have 
power to prohibit the working of State 
convicts within the corporate limits of 
the city. 

Sec. 138. To define, locate and regu
late or suppress variety theaters. 

Sec. 139. To provide for the control 
and education of unprotected children, 
and enforce their atendance at such in
stitutions as may be provided for them 
by the city. 

Sec. 140. The city council shall have 
power to prohibit minors from going 
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and being on the public streets and in 
public places in the city of Corsicana 
between the hours of !l o'clock p. m. and 
4 o'clock a. m. at night, without the 
consent of their parents or guardians. 

Sec. 141. To compel the owners or 
occupants of houses or other building;; 
to have scuttles in their roofs, and 
stairs or ladders leading to the same. 

Sec. 142. To establish fire limits and 
proliibit the erec~i~n, building, placi_ng, 
removing or repairmg of wooden bu~l~
ings within ;;aid limits: also to proh1b1t 
the removal o.f any wooden building 
from one place to another within said 
limits, and may require all buildings 
within said limits to be constructed 
with fire-proof material; also may pro
hibit the repairing of wooden buildings 
within said limits when the same shall 
have been damaged thirty-three and one
third per cent. of their value! :ind may 
provide the mode of ascertammg such 
damage; also may declare all dilapi
dated wooden buildings which they may 
deem dangerous on account of fire, 
nuisances, and require the same to be 
removed in such manner as the council 
mav direct. 

Sec. 143. To authorize one or more 
officers, agents or employes of the city 
to enter in and upon all buildmgs and 
premise;;, to examine and discover 
whether the same are dangeroub on ac
count of fire, or in any unclean state, 
and cause all defects to be remedied, 
and filth and trash to be removed, and 
generally the council shall have power 
to establish such regulations for the pre
vention and extinguishment of fires as it 
may deem expedient. 

Sec. 144. The city council shall have 
the right to acquire by purchase or to 
erect, own, maintain and operate water 
\Yorks for the use of the city and its 
inhabitants, and to regulate the same; 
to prescribe the rates for water fur
nished to said inhabitants, and make 
such rules and regulations as the said 
council may deem expedient, also shall 
have power to acquire by purchase or 
donation suitable grounds on which to 
erect such work;; and necessary right
of-way and have power to condemn such, 
and do anything whatsoever to operate 
and maintain said works, and to compel 
the owners of all property and the 
agents of such owners to pay all charges 
for water furnished on such property. 

Sec. 145. To provide workhouses for 
vagabonds and disorderly persons who 
are unable or refuse to pay fines, or who 
have been sentenced to fine and im
prisonment, or to compel them to work 
on the streets, alleys and public works. 
and may hire them out, and make all 
necessary regulations concerning the 

same, and to provide, keep and regulate 
a city prison. 

Sec. 146. To define what shall be 
nuisances in the city, and withm three 
thousand feet of the corporation lines, 
and to abate them by summary proceed
ings, and to punish the authors thereof 
by penalties or fines. 

Sec. 147. To provide for the removal 
of all filth,.carcasses of deal animals and 
other unhealthful substances from the 
city, and to compel the owners and occu
pants of all premises to keep them in a 
cleanly condition; to appoint one or 
more city scavengers, and to require all 
persons to employ him for scavenger 
service; to fix the compensation of such 
seavenger, and compel all persons whom 
he senes to pay him such compensation 
as may be fixed by the city council, but 
in the event there is a board of commis
sioners, said board shall appoint said 
scavenger. 

Sec. 148. To provide for and regu
late the inspection, weight and quality 
of everything to eat and drink offered 
for sale in said city. To provide for the 
inspection and weighing of hay and coal, 
and the measurement of firewood and 
other fuel to be sold in the city. 

Sec. 149. To provide for taking the 
enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
city. 

Sec. 150. To prescribe fines, forfeit
ures and penalties for breach of any or
dinance enforcing the powers granted in 
this charter, and to provide for the re
covery and appropriation of such fines 
and forfeitures, and the enforcement of 
such penalties. 

Sec. 151. The city council shall have 
full power and authority by ordinance 
to regulate, control and prohibit the 
ca:r:rying · of firearms and other weapons 
within the city limits, and is hereby em
powered to provide and inflict the same 
punishment therefor as is now or here
after may be provided by the State law 
against persons unlawfully carrying 
weapons. 

Sec. 152. To tax, regulate, restrain or 
prohibit the running at large of dogs, 
and authorize their destruction when at 
large contrary to ordinances, and to im
pose penalties on the owners, harborers 
or keepers thereof for violation of such 
ordinances. 

Sec. 153. To provide for the suppres
sion and prevention ot any riot, rout. 
noise, affray, disturbance or disorderly 
assembly in any public or private place 
within the city. 

Sec. 154. To prevent, prohibit and 
suppress horse racing, immoderate riding 
or driving in the streets; to prohibit and 
punish abuses and cruelty to animals, 
birds and fowls of every kind; to com-
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pel persons to fasten their horses or ani· 
mals attached to vehicles or otherwise 
while standing or remaining in the 
streets or other public places. 

Sec. 155. To prohibit and restrain the 
rolling of hoops, the flying of kites, fir
ing of firecrackers and fireworks of every 
kind, the riding of bicycles, tricycles or 
any other amusement having a tendency 
to annoy persons passing in the streets 
or on the sidewalks ; to restrain and pro
hibit the ringing of bells, the blowing of 
horns and bugles, the crying of goods 
and all other noises, practices and per
formances tending to collect persons on 
the streets or sidewalks by auctioneers 
and others for the purpose of business or 
otherwise. 

Sec. 156. To restrain, regulate, sup
press and punish vagrants, street beg· 
gars and prostitutes. 

Sec. 157. To do all acts and make all 
regulations which may be necessary and 
proper for the promotion of health or the 
suppression of disease. To compel the 
owners or occupants of any unwholesome 
house or place to cleanse, remove or 
abate the same, as may be necessary for 
the health, comfort and convenience of 
the inhabitants. 

Sec. 158. To regulate the burying of 
the dead, the registration of births and 
deaths, direct the keeping and running 
of bills of mortality, and impose penal
ties on physicians, undertakers, sextons 
and others for any default in the prem
ises. 

Sec. 159'. To prevent all boxing 
matches, sparring exhibitions, cock 
fighting and dog :fighting, and punish all 
person thus offending. 

Sec. 160. To prevent all trespasses, 
breaches of the peace and good order, as
saults and batteries, aggravated assaults 
and batteries, fighting, quarreling, using 
abusive and insulting language, misde
meanors and disorderly conduct of every 
kind, and to punish all persons thus of
fending with the same penalties as may 
be inflicted therefor by the State law. 
To regulate or ·prevent drumming on the 
streets or sidewalks, railway platforms 
or other public places. 

Sec. 161. To control and regulate the 
location and use of steam engines in the 
city, and prescribe the qualifications of 
persons operating and running same, and 
to adopt such rules and regulations in 
relation thereto as may seem best for the 
public safety and comfort. 

Sec. 162. To regulate, license, or pro
hibit butchers and prevent their slaugh
tering animals in the city limits and re
voke their license for malconduct in 
trade, and .to regulate, license and re
strain the sale of fresh meat, fruits and 
vegetables, and the slaughter of animals, 

and to license and regulate or prohibit 
slaughter houses within the city limits. 

Sec. 163. To compel the owner or oc· 
cupant of any grocery, soap, tallow or 
chandler establishment. or blacksmith 
shop, tannery, stable, slaughter house, 
distillery, brewery or other building, or 
se,rnr, priYy, hide house or other un
wholesome or nauseous place or house to 
cleanse, remove, :fill up, repair or abate 
the same, as may be necessary for the 
health, comfort and conYenience of the 
in ha bi tan ts. · 

Sec. 164. To require of owners of pri
vate drains, sinks and privies to fill up, 
cleanse, drain, alter, relay, repair, :fix and 
improve the same and connect same with 
public 8ewer, if in sewer district, as they 
may be ordered by resolution or ordi
nance, and impose penaities upon persons 
failing to do the same. If there be no 
person in the city upon whom such or
der can be served, the city can have such 
work done, and costs of the same shall 
be a lien on the property and taxes up 
against it, collected in such manner as 
the city council may determine. 

Sec. 165. To prevent any person from 
bringing, depositing or having within the 
city limits the carcass of any dead ani
mal. or other unwholesome substance or 
matter, or filth of any kind, and to re
quire prompt removal of the same, and 
impose all necessary penalties for the en· 
forcement of such powers. 

Sec. 166. To provide for sprinkling 
the streets, avenues and public grounds. 

Sec. 167. To license, tax and regulate 
merchants, commission merchants, hotel 
and inn keepers, drinking houses or sa· 
loons, bar rooms, beer saloons, and all 
places or establishments where intoxicat
ing or fermented 1iquors are sold, brok
ers, money brokers, real estate agents, 
insurance agents, insurance brokers, auc
tioneers, and all other trades, profes
sions, occupations and callings of every 
kind. To license and regulate any itin· 
erant or transient vendor of clothing or 
wearing apparel or article of bedding or 
merchandise of any description whatever. 
To license and regulate dealers in bank· 
rupt or :fire stock or damaged stock of 
any kind, second-hand dealers, pawn
brokers, junk shops and delaers in junks, 
and all other business or occupations 
whatever, which, in the opinion of the 
city council, shall be the proper subject 
of police regulation. The city council 
shall have power to require the person 
or persons pursuing any business or oc
cupation mentioned in this section to give 
all bonds in such amount and under such 
conditions as the council may prescribe; 
to require the keeping of books showing 
the transactions of any such business or 
occupation, and requiring the persons 
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conducting the said business or occupa
tion to submit the said books and their 
stocks to the inspection of the police at 
such times as may be prescribed by or
dinance. 

Sec. 168. To license, tax and regulate, 
or prevent or suppress paupers, peddlers, 
pawnbrokers and keepers of theatrical or 
other exhibitions, shows and amuse
ments. To license, tax and regulate or 
prohibit theaters, circuses, the exhibition 
of common showmen, and of shows of 
every kind, and the exhibition of natural 
or artificial curiosities, menageries and 
musical exhibitions and performances, 
and to regulate and license or prohibit 
street parades, pool tables, striking ma
chines, lung testers, doll racks, cane 
racks, and exhibitions, devices and things 
for which a fee is charged. 

Sec. 169. To license, tax and regulate 
hackmen, draymen, omnib_us drivers, bag
gage wagon drivers, and drivers of vehi
cles of every kind, and all others pursu
ing like occupations, with or without ve
hicles, and prescribe their compensation, 
and make it a misdemeanor for any per
son to attempt to defraud them of any 
legal charge for services rendered; and 
to regulate stands for vehicles, and reg
ulate, license and restrain runners for 
railroads, vehicles of any kind, hotels, 
public houses of any kind, or other busi
ness of any kind. 

Sec. 170. To license, regulate, locate 
or prohibit billiard tables, pin alleys and 
bowling alleys, to regulate, locate and 
prohibit or suppress disorderly houses 
and houses of prostitution and prosti
tutes, and to regulate, control and pro
hibit gambling houses and games of ev
ery kind, lotteries and all fraudulent de
vices and practices. 

Sec. 171. To restrain, regulate and 
prohibit the selling or giving away, indi
rectly, to evade a tax or penalty, of in
toxicating or malt liquors, or anything 
by any person within the city, except by 
persons duly licensed; to forbid and pun
ish the selling, bartering or giving away 
of any intoxcating or malt liquors to 
any minor, apprentice or habitual drunk
ard. 

Sec. 172. To regulate the inspection 
and slaughter of animals and the sale 
of fresh meats within the city, and the 
inspection and the sale of beef, pork, 
meal, fish, salt and other provisions, 
whiskey and other liquors, and all other 
articles of food or drink whatsoever, to 
be consumed within the city, and to ap
point inspectors, weighers and gaugers, 
and prescribe their duties and powers 
and to regulate their fees. Said council 
shall have the power to regulate the 
amount of charges to the public and in
habitants of the city, and the kind of 

services to be furnished by any telephone. 
light and power or gas or water company 
doing business within and occupying the 
streets, alleys and public grounds of said 
city, by virtue of any franchise granted by 
said city of Corsicana, and to prescribe 
pains and penalties for any neglect or re
fusal upon the part of any telephone, 
electric light and power or gas or water 
company to furnish services to the said 
public and inhabitants of the kind and 
at the prices prescribed by the city 
council by ordinance, and the penalty so 
prescribed may, in the discretion of the 
city council, be a forfeiture of any fran
chise heretofore or hereafter granted by 
said council to any such telephone com
pany, electric light and power company, 
or gas o:r water company; provided, that 
the exercise of this power of regulation 
by the city council in reference to such 
telephone, electric light and power and 
gas or water companies shall be subject 
to the approval of the board of commis
sioners herein elsewhere provided for, if 
there be such a board of commissioners, 
and in case of disagreement between the 
council and the board of commissioners, 
the decision of such disagreement shall 
be governed by the provisions of this 
charter regulating the powers and duties 
of said board of commissioners; and fur
ther provided, that the power of regula
tion herein vested in the council and 
said board shall not be exercised so as to 
interfere with or prevent legitimate com
petition between companies and enter
prises engaged in the several businesses 
herein contemplated; and further pro
vided, that no such forfeiture as is above 
contemplated shall be had until thirty 
days' notice from the city council to said 
companies or corporation to rectify and 
remedy any such neglect, or to recede 
from any such refusal and .to comply 
with such regulations and rates as may 
be prescribed. The provisions of this 
charter, vesting in the city council and 
board oi commissioners the power to reg
ulate and control persons, firms and cor
porations holding municipal franchises, 
and the rates, charges, service and duties 
of the same, shall remain in full force 
and effect, unless the State of Texas, by 
general law, shall fully and adequately 
assume and exercise the same power and 
to the same extent as is herein ccmtem
plated, in which event the general State 
law shall supersede the acts and regula
tions of the city on the same subject, 
otherwise all State laws shall be deemed 
merely cumulative of the provisions of 
this charter. 

Sec. 173. To close on Sunday saloons 
and all places where intoxicating or fer
mented liquors are sold, and to prescribe 
what hours such places must be closed 
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·.and sales prohibited; also all places of I to acquire and own within or without the 
-amusement and business. city limits, either by purchase, donation, 

Sec. 17 4. The city council shall have bequest or otherwise, all property it may 
power to make all needful and proper need for any municipal purpose what
regulations concerning bakers, butcher~, ever, and all necessary right-of-ways 

-hotel keepers, theaters and other ~ubhc thereto; and shall also have the power to 
houses; also all draymen, horse drivers, sell and dispose of the same. 
WB;ter carriers,. omnibus drivers, hack Sec. 181. The city council shall have 

·drivers and ~rivers of bagg:age wagons the authorit to ant u on such terms 
and other vehicles, and espe~ially to pre- as it may ser fit tfe righf to any person 
-serye o~der and prevent noise and con- corporation or company to make and con~ 
fusion m and about the several depots . . 

th · 1 d d t re of t i struct street railways m any street or 
-~~d t~ ::~:aan~nre~l~~~ ~tands f~: ~~ h_ighway in said city, receive compensa-
-h. 1 t , "d d ots and other public tion therefor, and to r.egulate and control f c es a sai ep the use thereof.; provided, the owners ot 
P aces. , . . a majority of front feet, exclusive of 

~e.c. 17?· 'Io regulate or prohibit the street intersections, on each street com
drivmg of cattle .and. other stock through posing the line of road are willing. The 

-the streets of sa1_d city. . city council shall have the right to reg-
Sec. 17.6 .. To ~nsp~t t?e construction ulate the charges on any street railway 

.of ~ll bmldmgs m said city, and ~o pr.e- company for fares and trausportation, 
scribe and enforce proper regulations m and to regulate and require the transfers 
-regard t~ereto; to regu~ate an~ locate of passengers from one line to another 
the erection of all poles m the city, and of any street railway company, and to 
cause the same to be chan~ed, _whether prescribe the kind, character and times 
·telgrap?, telephone, electric hght or of service to be furnished to the public 
-otherwise. by such company. Any failure of any 

. Sec. 177. To re~late. th~ speed ?f en- street railway company to give proper 
__ gmes and locomotives w1thm the city. and satisfactory service to the public, or 

Sec. 178. To direct and control the to keep and maintain its tracks and road
laying and construction of railroad bed in the street over which the street 
tracks, turnouts and switches, and to re- railway may extend between the rails 

-quire that they be constructed and laid and tracks and two feet on each side of 
so as to interfere as little as possible the rails in good repair, shall constitute 
with the ordinary travel and use of the a ground of forfeiture of any franchise 
,gtreets, and to require that they be kept granted said street railway company. 
in repair. To regulate the use of loco- The provisions of this section shall apply 

-motive engines, to direct and control the to franchises heretofore granted as well 
location of cable and other street and as to franchises hereafter granted, but no 
railroad tracks, and all steam railroad such forfeiture shall be had until thirty 
tracks, and to require railroad compa- days' notice from the city council to said 
.nies of all kinds to construct at their street railway company to repair any 
·own expense such bridges, turnouts, cul- such defect as hereinbefore mentioned, 
verts, crossings and other things as the and a failure of said company to repair 

-.city council may deem necessary. To the said defect within such time; pro-
regulate the speed of all railroad trains vided further, that the provisions of this 
within the city limits, and their stops at section in regard to keeping and main

-street crossings, and to require said com- taining its tracks and roadbeds shall not 
. panies to keep the streets through which be deemed to apply to those portions of 
·they run in repair, and to light the same such tracks and roadbeds which traverse 
whenever deemed necessary, and to pre- unused and ungraded streets, or which 
scribe the kind of light to be used, and lie through remote suburban districts, 
to levy special taxes or assessments ·upon but the provisions of this section shall 

-them for street improvement the same as become operative whenever such streets 
·.against property owners. are placed at grade and improved under 

Sec. 179. To prevent and regulate the the direction of the city; provided, how
running of horse· railway cars, or cars ever, that the exercise of the powers 
propelled by dummy engines or other given the city council in .this section shall 
power, the laying down tracks for same, be subject to the approval of the board 
·the transporilation of passengers thereon, of commission~rs elsewhere provided for 
-the form of rail to be used, and every- herein, if there be a board of commis
. -thing used, and everything else concern- sioners, and in case of disa~eement be
·ing street railways, and to levy special tween the council and board of commis

. ·taxes or assessments against_ such roads sioners the decision on such disagreement 
-for street improvement the same as shall be governed by the provisions reg-

· :-against property owners. ulating the power and duty of the board 
Sec. 180. The city shall have power of commissioners. 
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Sec. 182. No ntilroad company, street, 
steam or other kind, no telegraph, tele
phone, electric company, gas company, or 
company of any kind, no person or cor
poration, shall ever occupy or_ use the 
streets or highways of the city of Cor
sicana for any purpose whatever, without 
first obtaining the consent of the city 
council and the board of commissioners, 
if there be one, formally entered upon 
and evidenced by the minutes and rec
ords, and no mere acquiescence or other 
act of omission of the city council or 
board of commissioners or city officers 
shall be held to confer by estoppel or in
directly any such rights as mentioned 
herein, and the provisions of this sec
tion shall apply to such rights heretofore 
claimed by any person, firm or corpora
tion, as well as to any hereafter claimed, 
and any person, firm or corporation to 
whom any such rights or franchises as 
mentioned above has heretofore been 
granted or shall hereafter be granted, 
shall pay for such privilege reasonable 
and just compensation, which shall be 
regulated and charged from time to time 
by the city council as in their opinion 
may be reasonable and just; provided, 
that no franchise mentioned in this sec
tion shall ever be granted for a longer 
period than twenty years. 

Sec. 183. The city council shall have 
power to levy and collect the ordinary 
municipal taxes upon the roadbed, rights, 
franchises and all other property of street 
railroads of every kind; whether their 
motiYe power be steam, horse, mule, elec
tricity or otherwise; also to require them 
to pay their pro rata share of paving 
and improving the space between the 
rails, and two feet on each side of the 
rails, and between tracks where there are 
more than one track of such road on any 
street improved, occupied by them, in
cluding street intersections; and shall 
have power to levy and collect special 
assessments against such roads and their 
owners for such purpose, and such assess
ments shall be a lien on such roads and 
all their rights and franchises, and may 
be collected as such taxes are collected 
from other property owners on the 
streets ~o improved .. All street railway 
com~ames shall be liable _to the city of 
Corsicana for the cost of improving any 
street of the sa_id city hereafter improved 
between the rails and tracks of said rail
way company, and two feet on the out
side of their rails, and where there is a 
double track or more, also the space be
tween the said tracks, and in all such 
cases the engineer of the city, after the 
work has been completed, shall make an 
estimate of cost of any such improve
ment chargeable against the said street 
railway company, and thereupon the city 

council shall cause the street railway 
company to show cause, if any, why the 
said estimate should not be adopted, and 
at the next regular meeting of the coun
cil, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
the council shall adopt or correct the 
said report, and shall, by ordinance or 
resolution, determine the amount of such 
improvement chargeable against the said 
street railway, which action of the coun
cil shall be final, and the said charge 
shall then become a lien special and 
paramount against the property, road
bed and franchises of the said street rail
way company, and the collection of the 
same may be enforced by the sale by the 
tax assessor and collector, or by suit, as 
in cases of the collection of special as
sessments. Any person, firm or company 
feeling aggrieved by the amount of such 
charge shall have the right to institute 
suit in the proper court having jurisdic
tion, to recover any excess paid, on con
dition that they shall first pay the full 
amount of such charges to the city under 
protest and enter suit for such excess 
within thirty days after the same shall 
be due and delinquent. Every street 
railway company shall keep in repair the 
space aforesaid between the rails, and be
tween the tracks on each street, improved 
or unimproved, occupied by the street 
railway owned or operated by any com
pany, firm, person or corporation, and 
such person,· company, firm or corpora
tion shall be under the duty to the pub
lic to keep the same in repair, and shall 
be solely liable for all damages occas
ioned by any neglect of such duty, which 
may be enforced by such regulations as 
may be prescribed by the city council, 
but the city shall never be liable for any 
damages occasioned by defects in the said 
portions of any such streets as aforesaid. 

Sec. 184. The city council shall have 
power to provide by ordinance for fund
ing the whole or any part of the existing 
debts of the city, or any future debt, by 
canceling the evidences thereof, and issu
ing to the holders or creditors notes or 
bonds in lieu thereof, with coupons at
tached, bearing interest not higher than 
the rate of the original bonds. 

Sec. 185. The city council shall have 
power to appropriate so much of the 
general revenue of the city, for the pur
pose of retiring and discharging the ac
crued indebtedness of the city, and for 
the purpose of improving the streets, 
constructing sewers, erecting and main
taining public buildings of every kind 
and for the purpose of acquiring by pur
chase or of erecting, maintaining and op
erating an electric plant, and for the 
purpose of acquiring by purchase or of 
erecting and equipping a complete sys
tem of water works, as the council may 
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from time to time deem expedient; and 
in furtherance of any of these objects, 
the city shall have the right and power 
to borrow money upon the credit of the 
city, and to issue coupon bonds of the 
city therefor, in such sum or sums as 
may be deemed expedient, to bear inter
est· not to exceed six per cent. payable 
semi-annually at such place or places as 
may be designated by the city ordinance; 
provided, that the aggregate amount of 
all bonds shall at no time exceed the sum 
of six per cent. of the value of the prop
erty within said city subject to ad valo
rem tax; and provided further, that any 
proposition for the issuance 9f bonds or
dered by the council and approved by the 
board of commissioners shall be submit
ted to a vote of the qualified taxpayers 
of the city, and unless two-thirds of said 
qualified property taxpayers voting at 
said election are in favor of the propo
sition for the issuance of bonds, then the 
said bonds shall not be issued. If. the 
proposition for the issuance of bonds be 
sustained by two-thirds of the said prop
erty taxpayers voting at said election, 
then the said bonds shall be auhorized 
and shall be issued by the city of Corsi
cana; provided that this act shall not be 
construed to authorize and render valid 
bonds without being first submitted to 
the Attorney General and certified to by 
him as now required by law. The prop
osition to be submitted for the issuance 
of bonds shall distinctly specify the pur
pose for which the said bonds are to be 
issued, the amount thereof, and the time 
in which they are payable, and the rate 
of interest. And all voters desiring to 
support the proposition to issue bonds 
shall have written or printed upon their 
ballots the words "For the issuance of 
bonds," and those opposed shall have 
written or printed upon their ballots the 
words "Against the issuance of bonds." 
The council of said citv shall determine 
the time and place or 

0

places of holding 
said election, and the manner of holding 
same shall be governed by the laws regu
lating general city elections. The pro
vision requiring bond issue to be submit
ted to a vote shall not apply to funding 
bonds issued or to be issued for the fund
ing of any valid outstanding bonds of 
said city, and shall not apply to any 
bond issue when for a sum less than two 
thousand dollars, when issued for the 
purpose of repairing buildings or struct
ures for the building of which bonds are 
allowed to be issued. All works of pub
lic improvement of any nature whatever, 
the cost of which shall exceed five hun
dred dollars, shall be let to the lowest 
responsible bidder, after advertising for 
bids, under such rules and regulations as 
the council may prescribe. The council, 

in its discretion. sha 11 determine what 
bid constitutes the lowest responsible bid 
in the meaning of this section. 

Sec. 186. All bonds shall specify for 
what purpose they are issued, and shall 
be invalid if sold for less than their par 
value and accumulated interest exclusive 
of commissions, and when any bonds are 
issued by the city a fund shall be pro
vided to pay the interest and create a 
sinking fund to redeem said bonds, which 
fund shall not be diverted or drawn up
on for any otner purpose. and the city 
treasurer shall honor no drafts on said 
funds except to pay the interest upon 
or redeem the bonds for which it was 
proYided, and no bonds shall be issued 
unless said interest and sinking fund can 
be provided for within the highest tax 
rate permitted by this cl~arter. 

Sec. 187. Said bonds shall be signed 
by the mayor, countersigned by the city 
secretary, and shall be payable at such 
places and such time as may be fixed by 
ordinance of the city council, not more 
than forty years. 

Sec. 188. It shall be the duty of the 
mayor, when such bonds are issued, to 
forward the same to the Comptroller of 
the State, whose duty it shall be to· regis
ter them in a book kept for that purpose, 
and to endorse on each bond registered 
his certificate of registration, and at the 
mayor's request certify the amount of 
bonds so r.egistered in his office up to 
date. 

Sec. 189. It shall be the duty of the 
mayor at the time of forwarding said 
bonds for registration, to furnish the 
Comptroller with a statement of all tax
able property, real and personal, in the 
city; also with a statement of the 
amount of tax levied for the payment of 
interest and to create a sinking fund. 
It is hereby made the duty of the Comp
troller .to see that a tax is levied and 
collected by the city sufficient to pay the 
interest semi-annually on all bonds ,and 
create a sinking fund sufficient to pay 
said bonds at maturity, and see that said 
sinking fund is annually invested in good 
interest-bearing securities or applied to 
the redemption of the bonds for which it 
was set aside, and the city council shall 
have power to so invest said sinking 
fund. 

Sec. 190. The city council shall have 
power to prevent the sale, bartering and 
giving away of any intoxicating liquors 
in any house oi: place where any theatri
cal or dramatic representations are 
given, and prevent the same from being 
brought in or to such places under any 
pretext whatever. All rooms, buildings, 
or apartments of any kind inside of the 
room where such representations are 
given, or being a part of it, or adjoining 
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or connected therewith by any door or 
doors, dumb 'waiter or opening of any 
kind shall be held to be within the places 
inhibited by this section. 

Sec. 191. To prohibit and suppress 
the location of saloons, beer saloons, grog 
shops, tippling house and places where 
spirituous, vinous or malt liquors Qr 
medicated bitters capable of producing 
intoxication are sold at retail outside of 
the saloon limits of the city of Corsi
cana, and to punish anv person by fine 
who conducts any saloon, grog shop, tip
pling house, beer saloon or place where 
spirituous, vinous or malt liquors' or 
mericated bitters capable of producing 
intoxcation are sold at retail outside of 
the said saloon limits. 

Sec. 192. To prohibit and suppress the 
sale or barter of spirituous, vinous or 
malt liquors or medicated bitters capable 
of producing intoxication at retail out
side of the saloon limits, and to punish 
by fine any person so offending. 

Sec. 193. The saloon limits of the city 
of Corsicana shall include and embrace 
the following described territory in said 
city, towit: 

Beginning at the intersection of the 
east line of Eleventh street, extended, 
and the center of the main track of the 
Houston & Texas Central Railroad. 

Thence in a northerly direction with 
the main track of the said Houston & 
Texas Central Railroad to the center of 
the main track of the St. Louis South
western Railway of Texas. 

Thence in an easterly direction with 
the center of the main track of said St. 
Louis Southwestern Railway of Texas to 
the intersection thereof with the west 
line of Seventh street. 

Thence in a northerly direction with 
the west line of Seventh street to its in
tersection with the south line of Fifth 
avenue. 

Thence in a westerly direction with 
the south line of Fifth avenue to its in
tersection with the west line of the alley 
running north and south through blocks 
238 and 239, of the Houston & Texas 
Central Railroad addition of Corsicana. 

Thence up said alley with its west 
line in a northerly direction to its in
tersection with the south line of Fourth 
avenue. 

Thence westerly along the south line 
of ·Fourth Avenue to its intersection 
with the east line of Tenth street. 

Thence up Tenth street with its east 
line in a northerly di (rection to its in
tersection with south line of Third 
avenue. 

Thence with the south line of Third 
A venue in a westerly direction to a 
point one hundred and' fifty feet west of 
the west line of Beaton street. 

Thence in a southerly direction on a 
line parallel with Beaton street to south 
line of Fourth avenue. 

Thence in a westerly direction with 
south line of Fourth Avenue to its in
tersection with the east line of Eleventh 
street. 

Thence S. 30 E. with east line of 
Eleventh street to place of beginning iu 
the main track of the Houston & Texas 
Central Railroad. 

And it shall not be lawful for any 
person, firm or corporation to pursue the 
occupation of a retail dealer in spiritu
ous, vinous or malt liquors or medicated 
bitters capable of producing intoxication 
at any place in the city of Corsicana 
outside of the above described territory 
constituting the saloon limits m Corsi
cana, and no saloon, grog shop, beer 
saloon, tippling house or place where 
spirituous, vinous or malt liquors or med
icattd bitters capable of pro.ducing in
toxication are sold at retail shall ever 
be permitted to do business in Corsicana 
outside of said described saloon limits, 
and the city council, the city of Cor
sicana, and all officers thereof shall have 
no power to grant to any person, firm, 
association of persons or corporation, a 
license to pursue the occupation of retail 
deal.fr in spirituous, vinous or malt liq
uors or medicated bitters capable of 
producing intoxication outside of the 
above described saloon limits, and said 
city council, said city of Corsicana and 
all officers thereof, shall have no power 
to grant any person, firm, association of 
persons, or corporation a licenst to con
duct or operate any saloon, beer saloon, 
grog shop or tippling house outside of 
said described saloon limits, and every 
license granted by the city council, the 
city of Corsicana, or any officer thereof, 
to any person, firm, association of per
sons or corporation, to pursue the occu
pation of retail dealer in spirituous, 
vinous or malt liquors or medicated bit
ters capable of producing intoxication, 
and every license granted to any person, 
firm, association of persons or corpora
tion to conduct and operate any saloon, 
beer saloon, grog shop or tippling house 
shall confer the right only to pursue 
said occupation and conduct and operate 
said saloon, beer saloon, grog shop or 
tippling house within the above de
scribed saloon limits, and before the 
city council, the city of Corsicana or 
any officer thereof is authorized to issue 
any such license, it must be made to 
affirmatively appear by the applicant 
therefor, and incorporated in the license, 
if granted, t~at the pl.ace at which suc.h 
business so licensed will be conducted is 
within the above described saloon limits, 
and every license shall be authority to 
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conduct business at the place named 
therein, and nowhere else. 

Sec. l!\4. The city council shall have 
power, and it is hereby authorized to 
annually levy and collect, in addition to 
the free library tax hereinafter provided 
for, taxes not exceeding one and or.e· 
quarter per centum of the assessed value 
of all the real and personal property in 
the city not exempt from. taxation by 
the Constitution and laws of the State; 
provided, that for any special improve
ments the city council shall have power 
to annually levy and collect, not exceed
ing two years by virtue of any one elec
tion, an additional one-quarter of one 
per cent on the assessed value of all 
taxable property, real and personal, in 
said city, not exempt as aforesaid, if 
two-thirds of those authorized to vote 
on the assumption of debt by Section 3, 
Article 6, of the State Constitution, shaJl 
have first voted in favor of such at an 
E">lection duly ordered for such purpose 
by resolution of the city council as in 
other elections, the whole number of 
votes to be determined by the number 
vc.ting at this election; provided, the 
taxes levied for special improvements as 
aforesaid shall never be diverted to any 
other purpose. Of the taxes so levied, 
fifty cents, or so much thereof as may 

, be necessary, on the one hundred dollars 
assessed value of !!-ll real and personal 
·property and estate not exempt from 
taxation by the Constitution ·and laws 
of this State shall be for the mainten
ance and support of the public free 
schools of the city, and. the balance of 
said taxes shall be apportioned as the 
council shall direct. The city council 
shall have the right to annually levy 
and collect a poll tax not exceeding one 
dollar for every year upon all male in
habitants over the l!-ge of twenty-one 
years and under sixty years, residents of 
.t.he city at the time of the assessment, 
.and who are not exempt by law. No 
fund created by taxation or otherwise 
for any special purpose shall ever be 
diverted or· drawn upon for any other 
purpose, and no debt shall ever be crea-

' ted by the city unless at the time pro
.vision be made to assess and collect an
nually a sufficient sum to pay the inter
·est thereon, and create a sinking fund 
of ·at least two per cent thereon. 

Sec. 195. Should ·any person, firm or 
oorporation donate or offer to donate to. 

>the city of Corsicana a public library 
building upon condition that the city of 
Corsicana shall establish and maintain 
a .free public library therein, the city 
council is authorized to accept same and 
power and authority, and it shall be 
their duty to annually levy and collect 

flve cents, or as much thereof as may be 
necessary, on the one hundred dollars of 
the assessed value of all real and per
sonal property in the city not exempt 
from taxation under the Constitution 
and laws of this State, for the estab
lishment, maintenance and support of 
said free public library, which tax may 
be in addition to the annual tax of one 
and one-quarter per centum provided for 
in the preceding section, and if levied 
and collected, said free public library tax 
shall be made available according to the 
terms and conditions of the donation 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 196. That in accordance with 
Section 10, Article 11, of the State Con
stitution, the council may levy a special 
tax for one or more years for the pur
cliase of grounds, erection of buildings 
and the support and maintenance of a 
seminary, academy or high school, in con
nection with the public schools of the 
city. May also levy a special tax in ac
cordance with the State law, for the pur
pose of erecting additional public school 
houses or repairing those already built, 
or for the purchase of grounds therefor. 
The funds so raised shall be appropriated 
exclusively for the purpose named, and 
shall not be diverted therefrom. The 
aggregate special tax levied for either 
or all of said purposes in any one 
year shall never exceed one-fourth of one 
per cent ad valorem on the taxable value 
of all property in the city; provided, 
that in addition to the tax for support 
and maintenance of a free public library, 
the rate of taxation for all purposes for 
which the city can levy a tax shall 
never exceed one and one-half per centum 
of the value of all property within said 
city subject to taxation. No such spec
ial tax shall be levied until the ques
tion shall have been submitted to a vote 
of the taxpayers at a special or general 
election of those entitled to vote thereon 
under the Constitution of the State. 
Such election shall be ordered by resolu
tion of the council, as in other elections. 

Sec. 197. The city council shall have 
power to levy ·and annually collect taxes, 
known as occupation taxes, except in 
cases' where the laws of the State now 
'in force prohibit the levy of occupation 
taxes by cities and counties upon pro
fessions, callings or other business car
ried on, and upon carri!!-ges, hacks, ' 
coaches, buggies, drays, carts wagons and 
other vehicles in use in the city for pub
lic use. That each and every person or 
firm, except where the leYY. of such 
occupation tax is prohibited by 
the general laws of the State, or 
upon which the State levies no oc
cupation tax, engaged in the following 
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professions, callings and busines·s, among 
others, shall be liable to pay such tax; 
but this enumeration shall not be con
sidered to deprive the city council of the 
right and power to levy and collect other 
occupation taxes from other persons un
der the general authority herein granted, 
and upon which an occupation tax is 
levied by the general laws of the State. 
Every person or firm engaged in selling 
goods, wares and merchandise, liquors in 
less than a quart, or in keeping any 
grog shop, tippling house, bar-room, 
drinking saloon, or any place where 
spirituous, vinous or malt liquors, wine 
or beer are sold in quantities less than 
a quart; every person or firm keeping a 
billiard table, ball alley, nine or ten pin 
alley, or any similar game, or keeping a 
tavern, hotel or boarding house restau
rant, lunch stand, or place of ~ny kind 
where refreshments are sold; every per
son or firm keeping a livery stable, sale 
stable, feed stable or wagon yard; every 
person or firm selling goods, wares or 
merchandise at public auction, or pursu
ing the o~cupation of real estate agent, 
merchandise or cotton broker commis
sion merchant or broker of any £kind, or 
hawker or peddler of any goods what
e\er; every person or firm keeping a stor
age or warehouse, or intelligence office, 
or brewery or beer shop, distillery or 
fruit stand, ?r engaged in compressing 
cotton; ever msurance agent, every in
surance company shall pay said tax, and 
every agent representing any such com
pany, who has failed to pay such tax 
shall be subject to a fine; every tele'. 
graph, telephone, electric light, gas or 
other company; every person or firm 
keeping a lumber, wood or coal yard, 
or any place for the sale of such articles 
or building material of any kind; and 
all oth~r persons or. firms engaged in any 
profess10n, occupation, business, avoca
tion or calling, subject to occupation tax 
by law of the s_tate, shall pay on each; 
and no occupation or license tax shall 
extend to more than one establishment 
or include more than one avocation oc
cupation, business or calling. That the 
power herein granted to levy and collect 
occupation taxes shall not be deemed to 
prohibit the imposing and collection of 
license !ees on any business, calling or 
occupat10n upon which the city council 
is authorized to impose a license by any 
provision of this charter. 

Sec. 198. To authorize the proper of
ficer of the city to grant and issue license 
and to direct the manner of issuing and 
registering the same, and to fix the fees 
and charges thereof. No license shall 
issue for a longer period than .one year 
and shall not be assignable except by per: 

mission of the city council, and no licensl' 
shall be issued except for a fiscal year 
or the unexpired portion thereof. ' 

Sec. 199. No property of any kind
church, school, public or otherwise-in 
the city of Corsicana, shall be exempt 
from any of the special taxes and as
sessments authorized by this charter for 
local improvements. 

Sec. 200. The fiscal year of the city 
of Corsicana shall begin and end at 12 
<;>'clock, noon, on the first day of April 
m each year. The council, at the second 
regular meeting in June of each year, or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, shall 
levy the annual tax for such year but 
special taxes or assessments allow~d by 
this charter may be levied, assessed and 
collected at such times as the council in 
each case may provide. 

Sec. 201. All persons or corporations 
owning or ~olding P.ersonal property or 
real estate m the city of Corsicana on 
the first day of January of each year, 
sha:ll be liable for all municipal taxes 
levied thereon for the ensuing year. 

Sec. 202. The personal property of 
all persons owing any taxes to the city 
of Corsicana is hereby made liable for 
all of said taxes, whether the same be 
due upon personal or real property or 
upon both. 

Sec. 203. The city council shall have 
full power to provide by ordinance for 
the prompt collection of taxes assessed 
levied and imposed under this charter' 
and are hereby authorized, and to that 
end may and shall have full power and 
authority to sell or cause to be sold all 
kinds of property, real and personal, and 
may_ and shall ma~e such rules and reg
ulations and ordam and pass all ordi
nan:ces ~eeme~ necessary to the levying, 
!aymg, 1mposmg, assessing and collect
mg of any taxes provided for in this 
charter. ~hat unless otherwise provid
e~ bY_ ordmance, all proper.ty in such 
city hable to taxation shall be assessed 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
general laws of the State in so far as 
they are applicable. 

Sec. 204. The city council shall have 
power to assess the property and shares 
of corporations, companies, banks, and 
such other institutions as the same are 
~ow or may be assessed by the State law 
m such cases made and provided, and 
shall have full power to enforce the col
lection of such taxes in such manner as· 
by said council may be deemed necessary. 

Sec. 205. The city council shall have 
power by ordinance to regulate the man
~er and. mode of making out tax lists, 
mventones and appraisements of prop
erty therein, and to prescribe the oath 
that shall be administered to each per
son on rendition of his property, and1 
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prescribe how, when and where property 
shall be rendered, and to prescribe the 
number and form of assessment rolls, 
and fix the duties and define the powers 
-of the city assessor and collector, and 
adopt such measures as the council may 
deem advisable to secure the assessment 
<>f all property within the city limits, 
and collect the tax thereupon, and may 
provide a fine for all persons neglecting, 
failing or refusing to render their prop
erty for taxation. 

Sec. 206. Every person, partnership, 
corporation or any company owning or 
controlling property within the limits of 
the city on or before the first day of 
April, after published notice, shall ren
der to the city assessor and collector a 
full and complete inventory of the taxa
ble property possessed or controlled by 
him, her or them, within said limits on 
the first day of January last, verified as 
required by ordinance, and any person 
failing or refusing to comply with the 
provisions of this section shall be liable 
to such fine as may be imposed by or
dinance, and the city council shall, by 
ordinance, define the duties of the tax
payers and make all necessary rules and 
regulations to secure the rendition of 
property and the collection of taxes due 
thereon. 

Sec. 207. The city assessor and col
lector shall, at least ten days before the 
first of January of each year, give pub
lic notice by advertisement in some 
newspaper, that all persons owning or 
controlling, as agent or otherwise, any 
personal or real estate subject to mu
nicipal taxation, are required to render 
same on or before the first day of April 
-Of each year. All merchants doing bus
iness in the city are required within the 
same time to furnish the assessor and 
collector a true statement, verified by 
affidavit, of all goods, wares and mer
chandise owned or kept on hand by such 
merchant on the first day of January. 

'Any merchant failing to comply with 
this requirement shall be liable to such 
fine as may be imposed by ordinance. 

Sec. 208. If the assessor and collector 
1:1hall discover any real or personal prop
erty which was subject to taxation for 
any previous year, and which for any 
cause has escaped taxation for that 
year, he shall assess the same in a sup
plement to his next assessment roll at 
the same rate under which such prop
erty should have been assessed for such 
year, stating the year, and the taxes 
thereon shall be collected in the same 
manner as other assessments ; provided, 
that such supplemental roll shall be 
made at any time and reported to the 
city council for its approval, and any 
number of such rolls may be made that 

may be necessary. The taxes assessed 
in such supplement rolls for years pre
vious to the approval of such rolls shall 
be due at once upon the approval of 
such rolls by the city council, and such 
taxes may bear interest at the rate of 
six per cent. per annum from the rate 
on which the same would have been de
linquent if levied and assessed at the 
time other taxes for the previous years 
were -levied and assessed, and if the 
same shall not be paid by the expiration 
of thirty days after the date of such 
approval, the city assessor and collector 
shall proceed to collect the same by the 
advertisement and sale of such property 
as soon as practicable; such advertise
ment and sale to be made in the same 
manner and for the same time as in 
cases of the sale of such property for 
other city ad valorem taxes as prescrib
ed by the city c11arter; provided, that a 
misnomer of, or failure to name the 
owner in the assessment roll shall not 
affect the validity of the assessment of 
any taxes; and provided, further, that 
when such taxes have not been attempt
ed to be assessed for such previous year, 
such taxes shall bear interest only from 
the date of the approval of the supple
ment rolls. The city assessor and col
lector may in any year re-assess prop
erty which, because of irregularity in 
the. assessment of any previous year, 
may have been improperly assessed, such 
re-assessment shall be at the value at 
which it should have been assessed in 
any such year, and the property owners 
of such property shall take notice of 
such re-assessment, if made prior to the 
first day of April in any year, but if 
made after such date, no_tice shall be 
given by the assessor and collector as 
in cases of the raising of an assessment. 

Sec. 209. The assessor and collector 
shall assess all property which for any 
cause has not been rendered, placing 
such valuation thereon as he may deem 
just. If the owners of such property are 
unknown, such assessment shall be in 
the name of "Unknown." 

Sec. 210. No irregularity in the time 
or manner of making or returning the 
city assessment rolls or the approval of 
such rolls shall invalidate any assess
ment. 

Sec. 211. Whenever any property 
owner is dissatisfied with the action of 
the assessor and collector as to the value 
of property, it shall be left to a board 
of equalizers to decide the value, and 
such decision shall be final. 

Sec. 212. A lien is hereby created on 
all property, personal and real, in favor 
of the city of Corsicana, for all taxes, 
ad valorem, occupation or otherwise. 
Said lien' shall exist from January in 
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each year until the taxes are paid. Such 
lien shall be prior to all other claims, 
and no gift, sale, assignment or transfer 
of any kind, or judicial writ of any kind, 
can ever defeat such lien, but the city 
assessor and collector can pursue such 
property, and whenever found, may 
seize and sell enough thereof to satisfy 
such taxes. 

Sec. 213. If any one against whom a 
personal tax is assessed, and which is 
due and unpaid, whether the same be 
delinquent or not, shall have removed 
out of the city, or shall be about to re
move out of the city, or shall have re
moved or about to remove his personal 
property out of the city, it shall be the 
duty of the assessor and collector to pro
ceed at once and collect such taxes, by 
seizure and sale of any personal prop
erty of such person to be found in the 
city of Corsicana or anywhere in the 
State of Texas. 

Sec. 214. All taxes shall be payable 
at the city assessor and collector's office, 
and the city council shall have full 
power to sell, or cause to be ·sold, all 
personal and real property for taxes due, 
and shall make all rules and regulations 
necessary for such purpose. 

Sec. 215. No demand for taxes shall 
be necessary, but it is hereby made the 
duty of every person or corporation sub
ject to taxation to attend the office of 
the assessor and collector before the first 
day of January in each year and pay his 
or her taxes. If any one fails to pay 
them before the first day of January, 
the same shall be delinquent and bear 
interest at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, and in a.ddition thereto a pen
alty of ten per cent. upon the amount 
due shall be added to such taxes and be 
secured by the same lien and collected 
in the same manner as the taxes. 

Sec. 216. The assessor and collector 
shall, by virtue of his tax rolls, have 
power and authority to seize and levy 
upon personal property and real estate 
and sell the same to satisfy delinquent 
taxes. When he seizes personal prop
erty for such purposes he shall keep 
the same at the expense of the owner 
until sale is ma.de, and shall give notice 
of the time and place of sale by posting 
a written notice at the city hall door 
and one at the court house door in the 
city of Corsicana at least ten days be
fore the date of sale. He shall sell the 
same to the highest bidder for cash for 
taxes, interest, cost and expenses in car
ing for said property, and shall make 
an entry in the book of sales of the 
amount realized; all such sales shall be 
made at the door of the city hall. 

Sec. 217. Before sales of real estate 
are made notice of the time and place 

of sale, together with, as near as may 
be, a description of the property shall 
be given, by posting two notices, one 
at the court house and the other at the 
city hall in the city of Corsicana; also 
by publication in some newspaper of the 
city, for at least three weeks, which 
shall contain a statement of the amount 
due on each particular piece of ground; 
all such sales shall be made at any door 
of the city hall. 

Sec. 218. And, finally, the city coun
cil shall have full power to do, or cause 
to be done, everything whatsoever nec
essary to enforce a prompt and valid as
sessment and collection of all taxes, li
cense taxes, occupation taxes and assess
ments provided for in this charter, and 
to make all reguJ.ations necessary for a 
valid assessment of such taxes and for 
the sale of property for said taxes and 
assessments. 

Sec. 219. The assessor and collector 
shall, when any real estate has bee:Q. sold 
for taxes, make and execute a deed to 
the purchaser for the property sold, 
which deed shall be prima facie evidence 
of the following facts: 

First. That the lot or lots, or prop
erty conveyed, was or were subject to 
taxation and assessment at the time· of 
such sale, and at the time taxes thereon 
were levied and assessed, and that such 
taxes were regularly levied and assessed 
in all respects according to law. 

Second. That such taxes were not 
paid in whole or in part at any time 
before such sale, and that a lien ex
isted on the property conveyed in such 
deed for such taxes. 

Third. That the real estate therein 
conveyed was advertised according to 
law. 
· Fourth. That the property conveyed 

was regularly and lawfully sold for 
taxes, which were delinquent at the 
time of the advertisement and sale. 

Fifth. When such property shall 
have been sold to the city of Corsicana 
or any other purchaser, at such sale, 
either for general or special taxes, the 
title acquired by the city or such pur
chaser shall not be disputed by any per
son whomsoever, or for any cause what
ever, except upon tender to said city or 
purchaser of the taxes lawfully due on 
such property for which such sale was 
made, together with lawful interest 
thereon and all accrued penalties and 
costs, and provided by the city charter 
of the city of Corsicana. 

Sec. 220. A sale of personal property 
for delinquent taxes shall convey with 
it an absolute title, and the owner shall 
have no right to redeem same. 

Sec. 221. The city shall have the right 
to become a purchaser of property at tax 
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sales, and the mayor shall attend such 
sales for such purpose. 

Sec. 222. Whenever any real property 
is bid off to the city, or to any individ
ual, for delinq_uent taxes, the owner or 
attorney, or his agent, may redeem the 
same at any time within two years from 
the date of sale by paying the following 
amounts: All taxes paid or due, ten 
per cent. per annum interest thereon 
from the time they became delinquent, 
and two and one-half dollars as a cost 
on each piece of property sold, and, as 
a further penalty, a sum equal to 
twenty-five per cent. of the amount of 
the delinquent tax, if redeemed in three 
months; fifty per cent. penalty if re
deemed in six months; seventy per cent. 
penalty if redeemed in one year, and one 
hundred per cent. if redeemed thereafter 
within two years, the said penalties to 
go to the purchaser as tax sales, whether 
the purchaser be the city or an individ
ual. 

Sec. 223. If any real property sold 
for taxes under the provisions of this 
charter shall not be redeemed within two 
years from the day of sale, the holder 
of the tax deed shall have the right to 
bring suit in any district court in the 
county of Navarro to have the absolute 
title to such· real estate, without any 
equity of redemptio1' vested in him. 

Sec. 224. All levies of ad valorem 
taxes heretofore made by the city of Cor
sicana, and all assessments heretofore 
made, and assessment rolls heretofore 
placed in the hands of the city assessor 
and collector for collection are hereby 
validated, and the same shall be legal 
and binding regardless of any irregular
ity that may exist in the manner of 
making such levies, and the making and 
returning of such assessment rolls. This 
provision shall apply to all suits and 
actions now pending, as well as those 
hereafter prosecuted. 

Sec. 225. In any suit by the city of 
Corsicana for the collection of any de
linquent tax where it shall appear that 
the description of any property in the 
city assessment rous shall be insufficient 
to identify such property, the city shall 
have the right to set up in its pleadings 
a good description of the property in
tended to be assessed, and to prove the 
same, and to have its judgment fore
closing its tax lien upon the same, and 
personal judgment against the owner for 
such taxes, the same as if such property 
were fully described upon the assess
ment rolls. 

Sec. 226. Whenever the owner of any 
property, or his agent, shall render any 
property to the city assessor and col
lector for assessment, and such property 
is assessed in accordance with the de-

scription furnished by such owner, or 
his agent, the sufficiency of such de
scription shall not be disputed by such 
owner in any action or suit for the col
lection of such taxes, but the same shall 
be binding on such owner, and shall be 
sufficient for all purposes of such as
sessment. 

Sec. 227. The provisions herein for 
collecting taxes shall not be construed 
to prevent the city from filing a suit in 
any court of competent jurisdiction for 
the collection of any taxes due on real 
estate, as well as personal property, and 
for the enforcement of levies for such 
taxes; and the assessment rolls shall be 
prima facie evidence of the facts stated 
in said rolls, and that all taxes assessed 
on such rolls have been regularly levied 
and assessed in accordance with the pro
visions of this charter and of the law; 
and no irregularity in the manner of 
levying or assessing taxes shall invali
date the same unless it appears from 
affirmative proof that such irregularity 
operated injuriously to the taxpayer at
tempting to avoid the payment of such 
tax. The city council shall have power 
within one year after this charter takes 
effect, and not thereafter, to enter into 
a compromise and adjust with property' 
owners concerning all delinquent taxes 
on real estate delinquent for the year 
1896 and the years prior thereto, and to 
that end may appoint a board composed 
of three disinterested freeholders of the 
city to hear complaints and to recom
mend to the city council what adjust
ment or compromise should be made of 
such taxes; the city council and the said 
board at all times to be limited in the 
power to make such compromise and ad
justments to cases as shall be found, in 
the discretion of the city council, to be 
inequitable and unjust because of the 
fact that the amount of such delinquent 
taxes as aforesaid are out of proportion 
to the value of the property. That no 
such compromise and adjustment shall 
be made until adopted by the city coun
cil, and thereafter a tax receipt for the 
amount of said taxes in full for all such 
years as aforesaid shall be accepted in 
full satisfaction of the said taxes, and 
no such compromise shall be made ex
cept upon condition that all such delin
quent taxes for the years above men
tioned shall be paid according to the 
amount of such compromise and adjust
ment. 

Sec. 228. The term real estate or 
property as used in this charter shall be 
construed to include lots, lands and all 
buildings, machinery and structures of 
every kind erected upon and affixed to 
same. 

Sec. 229. The term personal estate or 
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property as used in this charter shall be 
construed to include all household fur
niture, moneys, goods, chattels, choses 
in action, public stocks and stocks of 
corporations, and generally all property 
which is not real. 

any time before the final action of said 
board a complaint as to the assessment 
of his or any other person's property, and 
said board shall hear complaint, and 
said complainant shall have the right to 
have witnesses summoned in sustaining 
said complaint as to the insurance on 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION -APPOINTMENT said property, or the rents and profits 
AND DUTIES OF. it may bring the holder thereof. 

Sec. 234. The city assessor and col-
Sec. 230. In the event there is no lectoF at the same time he delivers to 

board of commissioners for the city of said board his lists and books shall also 
Corsicana, the city council shall annual- furnish to said board a certified list of 
ly, at its first meetil}g, or as soon there- the names of all persons who refuse to 
after as practicable, appoint three citi- swear or qualify, or to sign the oath of 
zens, each being a qualified voter, a resi- affirmation as required by law, together 
dent and property owner of the city, who with a list of the property of such per
shall be styled the board of equalization, sons, situated within the corporate lim
and at the same meeting said council its of the city, as made by him through 
shall by ordinance fix the time for the other information, and said board shall 
meeting of such board of equalization, examine said lists and appraise the prop
provided that if the board of commis- erty so listed by the assessor and col
sioners fails, refuses, neglects or is un- lector. 
willing to act as the board of equalizers, Sec. 235. In all cases where the 
the city council shall make the appoint- board of equalization shall find it their 
ments above provided for. duty to raise the value of any property 

Sec. 231. The board of equalization appearing on the lists or books of the 
shall convene annually at the time fixed assessor and collector, they shall after 
by the city council, to receive all the having fully examined such li~ts or 
assessment lists or books of the assessor books and correcting all errors appear
and collector of the city for examina- ing therein, adjourn to a day not less 
tion, correction, equalization, appraise- than ten nor more than fifteen days from 
ment and approval, and at all meetings the date of adjournment, such day to be 
of said board the city council shall act fixed in the order of adjournment, and 
as secretary thereof. shall cause the secretary of said board to 

Sec. 232. The board of equalization give written notice to the owner of such 
shall cause the assessor and collector to property or to the persons rendedng the 
bring before them, at the time fixed for same of the time to which said board 
convening of said board, all the assess- may have· adjourned, and that such 
ment lists or books of the assessor and owner or person rendering such prop
collector of the city, for their examina- erty may at that time appear and show 
tion, that they may see if each and every cause why the value of said prop
person has rendered his property at a erty should not be raised, which notice 
fair market value; and said board shall may be served by depositing the same, 
have power to send for persons and pa- properly addressed and postage paid, in 
pers, to swear and qualify persons who the city postoffice. 
testify, to ascertain the value of such Sec. 236. The board of equalization 
property; and if they are satisfied it is shall meet at the time specified in said 
too high, they shall lower it to its proper order of adjournment, ana shall hear all 
value; and if too low, they shall raise persons, the value of whose property has 
the value of such property to a proper been raised, and if said board is satis
figure. Said board shall also have power fied that they raised the value of such 
to correct any errors that may appear property too high they shall lower the 
on the assessor's and collector's lists or same to its proper value. 
books. Sec. 237. The board of equalization, 

Sec. 233. The board of equalization after they have finally examined and 
shall equalize as near as possible the equalized the value of all property on 
value of all the improved lots within the the assessor and collector's lists or 
incorporate limits of the city, having books, shall approve said lists or books 
reference to the size and location of said and return them together with all the 
lots and the improvements thereon, and lists mentioned, that he may make up 
shall equalize the value of unimproved therefrom his general rolls as required 
lots as near as possible, having reference by law; and when said general rolls are 
to the size and location thereof, and all so made up, the board shall meet again 
other property of the same kind shall to examine said rolls and approve the 
be made as nearly equal as possible. same if found correct. 
Any person may file with said board at 1 Sec. 238. The action of said board 
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shall be final, an~ not subject to revis
ion by any triburi.al thereafter. 

Sec. 239. The members of the board 
of equalization shall receive for their 
services three dollars per day for the 
first ten days, and two dollars per day 
thereafter, and said board shall not sit 
over thirty days. 

Sec. 240. Before said board shall en
ter upon their duties they shall be 
sworn, by an officer authorized by law 
to administer oaths, to faithfully and 
impartially discharge all duties incum
bent upon them as such board; provided, 
however, if there be a board of commis
sioners appointed by the Governor, they 
shall act as a board of equalization and 
perform all the duties and have all the 
power above set out; and provided fur
ther, that if the board of commissioners 
act as the board of equalizers, said board 
may fix its own time of meeting. 

Sec. 241. In order to facilitate the as
sessment, levy and collection of taxes 
herein provided for, the city council shall 
have the power, and it is made the duty 
of such council, to require and provide 
for the completion and keeping up of 
what is termed "Block Book" now owned 
by the city of Corsicana, by requiring 
and providing that said book shall have 
entered thereon all necessary entries 
from the county records of Navarro 
county and the District Court of Navarro 
county, abstracts of ·all instruments 
necessaray to show the ownership of all 
blocks, lots and real property in the ter
ritorial limits of the city of Corsicana, 
and to meet the expense of same the city 
council shall make sufficient appropria
tion from the general revenue of said 
city. 

SCHOOLS. 

Sec. 242. The city of Corsicana. is and 
shall continue to be and remain an In
dependent School District, and as such 
has and shall continue to have the exclu-

; sive control of the public free schools 
within the territorial limits of said city. 

Said public free schools shall be in 
cha.rge of seven trustees, who shall be 
elected for two years, and who shall con
stitute the Board of School trustees, 
City of Corsicana. Four of said trustees 
shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
the city of Corsicana on the first Tues
day in May, 1903, and every two years 
thereafter, three trustees shall be so 
elected, so that alternately at each elec
tion for school trustees under this. char
ter, four and three trustees, respectively, 
shall be elected for two years to succeed 
the trustees whose terms shall at that 
time expire. 

Sec. 243. At the first election for 
school .trustees under this charter, the 

83-S 

four persons rece1vmg the largest num
ber of votes cast at such election shall 
become trustees, and at the second elec
tion for school trustees hereunder, the 
three persons receiving the largest num
ber of votes shall become trustees, and 
thereafter four trustees and three trus
tees shall be alternately be elected at 
each election for school trustees in the 
same way 

Sec. 244. An election shall be held 
at the city hall iu the city of Corsicana 
on the first Tuesday in May of each year 
for the purpose of electing the school 
trustees herein provided for. Said elec
tion shall be ordered by the president of 
the board of school trustees, and notice 
of said election shall be given by him 
by publication in some newspaper of the 
city of Corsicana for twenty days pre
vious to such election. In case the 
president refuses or fails to order said 
election or make publication, the board 
of school trustees is authorized to order 
said election and make said publication. 

Sec. 245. For the purpose of holding 
elections for school trustees, the board 
of school trustees shall appoint annually 
in April, or earlier, some competent and 
suitable person who shall be the presid· 
ing officer at the election held for trus
tees. The presiding officer shall appoint 
two clerks, who together with the pre
siding officer, shall be managers of the 
election. The presiding officer and clerks 
must be qualified voters of the city. The 
board of school trustees shall provide for 
their compensation, and shall regulate 
a.nd define their duties. The president of 
the board of school tl·ustees shall issue 
to the presiding officer a writ of election, 
and the published notice of said election 
shall state the number of trustees to be 
elected, the place where the election is 
to be held and the presiding officer there
at. In the event the presiding officer 
fails, refuses or neglects to act, the pre
sident of the said board shall make an
other appointment, and in case no ap
pointed presiding officer appears to open 
the polls, the qualified voters may ap
point such an officer, who shall perform 
the same duties and have like power and 
authority to act as the first appointee, 
but in such case the managers in their 
returns or otherwise, shall certify that 
the presiding officer appointed failed to 
appear or neglected or refused to act, 
and that the person acting as presiding 
officer was duly chosen by the electors 
present. 

Sec. 246. In all matters pertaining to 
the election of school trustees, the presid
ing officer and :i;nanagers shall° be guided 
by the general law governing municipal 
elections set out herein so far as appli-
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cable, except the returns shall be made to 
the board of school trustees, who shall 
declare the result; and in making said 
returns and in declaring said result, the 
presiding officer and managers, as well as 
the board of school trustees shall con
form to the procedure governing the city 
council in the case of general municipal 
elections. The trustees elected shall be 
qualified and installed into office by the 
board of school trustees. 

Sec. 24 7. All school trustees shall 
serve without compensation. 

Sec. 248. The four trustees hereto
fore elected under the general State law 
governing independent school districts, 
whose terms of office would expire in 
May, 1903, are continued in office until 
the election and qualification of the four 
trustees to be elected at the first election 
for school trustees hereunder, at which 
time their further right to serve as trus
tees under their former election is hereby 
terminated, and the three trustees here
tofore elected under the general law gov
erning independent school districts, whose 
terms of office would expire in May, 1904, 
are continued in office until the election 
and qualification of the three trustees 
to be elected at the second election for 
school trustees, hereunder, at which time 
their further right to serve as trustees 
under their former election is hereby 
terminated. 

Sec. 249. A majority of the board of 
school trustees shall constitute a quorum 
to do business, and said board shall 
choose from their members a president 
and other necessary officers and conr 
mittees. 

Sec. 250. The treasurer of the city 
of Corsicanna shall be the treasurer of 
of the board of school trustees, and hr 
shall be required to give bond in double 
the estimated ·amount of receipts com
ing into his hands, which bond shall be 
made payable to the president of the 
board of school trustees or to his suc
cessor in office, and be approved by said 
board, conditioned for the faithful per
formance of his duties and the payments 
of the funds received by him upon the 
draft of the president drawn upon order, 
duly entered, of the board of school trus
tees, and said treasurer shall receive no 
compensation for his services as treas
urer of the board of school trustees. 

Sec. 251. The assessor and collector 
of taxes of the city of Corsicana shall 
be the assessor and collector of taxes 
of the board of school trustees, and 
said assessor and collector shall assess 
and collect the taxes for school pur
poses, and the levy for taxes for school 
purposes in the city of Corsicana shall be 
based upon the same assessment of prop-

erty upon which the levy for other city 
purposes is based, and the said taxes for 
school purposes shall be assessed and col
lected as other city taxes are a.sse:3sed 
and collected, and the assessor and col
lector shall receive for assessing and 
collecting school taxes nothing in addi
tion to the salary allowed by the citv 
council. • 

Sec. 252. The assessor and collector 
shall give bond in double the estimated 
amount of the taxes for school purposes 
coming into his hands annually, payable 
to the president of the board of school 
trustees and his successors in office, to 
be approved by said board, and condi
tioned for the faithful discharge of his 
duties, and that he will pay over to the 
heasurer of said board all the money 
coming into his hands by virtue of his 
office as such assessor and collector for 
the school fund. 

Sec. 253. Before any trustee aenters 
upon the discharge of the duties o~ his 
office, he shall swear that he will faith
fully and impartially discharge the 
duties of such office, and his affidavit to· 
that effect shall be filed with the presi
dent of the board of school trustees. 

Sec. 254. The board of school trus
tees shall choose one of their number to. 
be vice-president, who shall, during the 
ab~ence, sickness, inability or unwilling-· 
ness of the president to serve, have all 
the power and rights of the president, 
and discharge all the duties devolving 
upon him, and the board shall have the 
power and it shall be their duty to fill 
all vacancies occurring on the board for 
the unexpired term only. 

Sec. 255. The board of school trus
tees, city of Corsicana, as above pro
vided for, shall cqnstitute a body cor
poorate, and the title to all houses, lands. 
and other property owned, ~eld, set 
apart or in any way dedicated to the use 
and benefit of the public free schools of 
the city of Corsicana, incltiding all prop
erty heretofore acquired, as well as that 
which may hereafter be acquired, shall 
be vested in said board and their succes
sors in office, in trust for the use and. 
benefit of the public free schools in said. 
city of Corsicana, and such board shall 
have and exercise the exclusive control 
and management of such school prop
erty, and shall have and exercise the· 
exclusive possession thereof; provided, 
that where trustees are named other 
than the municipal corporation itself, 
in any instrument conveying, donating, 
bequeathing or devising any money or 
other property, real or personal, for the· 
benefit of the public free schools of Cor
sicana, this law shall not interfere in 
any manner with the title or authority 
of such trustees to or over such money· 
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or other property und.er the provisions 
of such instrument. 

Sec. 256. The board of school trus
tees shall have full power to protect the 
title, possession and use of all such 
property within the limits of the city of 
Corsicana, and may bring and maintain 
suit or suits at law or in equity in any 
court of competent jurisdiction when 
necessary to recover the title or posses
sion of any such property that may be 
adversely held or seized, or to prevent 
any trespass upon or injury to such 
property; and the power and authority 
of such board to bring and maintain 
any suit in relation to the recovery of 
such property or of the use and posses
sion thereof shall never be questioned; 
provided, that the provisions of this 
section shall not apply to lands belong
ing to the State upon which houses for 
school purposes have been built without 
authority from the State. 

Sec. 257. The pro rata of the avail
able school fund of the State appropri
ated and set apart to the city of Cor
sicana shall be by the proper officer or 
department of State paid over directly 
to the treasurer of the board of school 
trustees who shall execute proper re
ceipts therefor ; and all moneys and 
funds arising from the assessment and 
collection of any general or special tax 
in Corsicana for public free schools shall 
be by the assessor and collector turned 
over directly to the treasurer of the 
board of school trustees of Corsicana 
who shall execute his receipt therefor, 
and the mayor and city council of the 
city of Corsicana shall have no power 
over said funds. 

Sec. 258. The city council of Corsi
cana shall have no discretion in fixing 
the rate at which taxes shall be assessed 
and levied each year for the benefit of 
the public · free schools; provided, such 
rate does not exceed one-half of one per 
cent. of the value of property subject to 
taxation, but shall assess and levy the 
rate fixed annually by the board of 
school trustees up to and including the 
rate of one-half of one per cent. afore
said, and it shall become the duty of 
the city council upon the requisition of 
the board of school trustees to annually 
levy and c<Ulect said taxes as other taxes 
.are levied and collected, and said tax 
when collected shall be placed at the 
disposal of the said board by paying 
over monthly to the treasurer of said 
board the amount collected for the sup
port of the public free schools of Cor
sicana, to be used for the maintenance, 
support and use hereof. 

Sec. 259. Whenever the city of Cor
sicana, under any law providing there
for, shall decide that a special tax shall 

be levied for the support of the public 
free schools, the city council shall assess 
and levy such tax by ordinance duly 
passed and approved in the same man
ner as is required in the assessment and 
levy of taxes for general purposes in 
such city, and the fund thus raised shall 
be turned over to the treasurer of the 
board of school trustees as general taxes 
raised for school purposes are required 
to be. 

Sec. 260. It shall be the duty of the 
board of school trustees to determine 
what amount of taxes, not exceeding 
one-half of one per cent. shall be neces
sary for the support, maintenance and 
use of the public free schools of Corsi
cana for each current year, and on or 
before the date upon which the city coun
cil is required by this charter to levy 
general taxes, said board shall certify 
to ·the council the rate of taxes to be 
levied for school purposes, and it shall 
be the duty of said council to levy said 
taxes. 

Sec. 261. The board of school trus
tees on the last Saturday in March of 
each year elect a superintendent for the 
public free schools in Corsicana, for a 
term not to exceed one year, and, on 
the last Saturday in April in each year, 
such teachers and employes as the effi
ciency of the schools demand, and shall 
fix the compensation to be paid each of 
them. 

Sec. 262. The board of school trus
tees shall have power to remove at any 
time any teacher for insubordination, 
incompetency or improper conduct, and 
such teacher shall not have any claim 
on the board of school trustees for ser
vices rendered beyond the date of re
moval; provided, that such teacher shall 
not be removed except on the report of 
the superintendent and by a majority of 
all the trustees elected. 

Sec. 263. No member of the board of 
school trustees, nor superintendent, nor 
teacher of the public free schools in the 
city of Corsicana shall during the term 
of their office or during the term of their 
employment, act as agent or attorney 
for any text-book publishing company 
selling text-books in this State; nor 
shall any person interested in the publi
cation of text-books or of selling the 
same to be used in the public schools of 
this State be eligible as school trustee, 
superintendent or teacher of the public
free schools of the city of Corsicana 
while acting in the capacity of princi
pal or attorney for text-book publishers 
or dealers. If after election as trustee, 
superintendent or teacher any person 
filling such position, accepts the agency 
or attorneyship or engages in the sale 
of books of any text-book publishing 
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company, such person by such act va
cates the office or place he holds in the 
public schools, and the board of school 
trustees shall immediately declare such 
office or place vacant and proceed to fill 
such vacancy. 

Sec. 264. All children over seven and 
under eighteen years of age, whose pa
rf:nts or legal guardians are legal resi
dents of the city of Corsicana, shall be 
entitled to free tuition. Children who 
will be seven September 1st following 
enumeration shall be entitled to free 
tuition. Children who attain the age of 
eighteen after September 1st shall be 
entitled to free tuition for the remainder 
of the session. Children of State scho
lastic age. whose parents or legal guar
dians reside outside of the corporate 
limits of the city of Corsicana, may, on 
approval of the board of school trustees, 
previous to September let, be trans· 
ferred to the city schools, and the State 
apportionment transferred with such 
child shall be applied as tuition, ·but 
when such apportionment is exhausted 
such child shall not be entitled to free 
tuition, but shall be required to pay the 
tuition established in the grade to which 
such child may be assigned. 

Sec. 265. Whenever the financial con· 
dition of the school fund will permit, the 
board of school trustees shall have the 
power and right to establish in connec
tion with the public free schools a. kin· 
dergarten system, to employ instructors 
therein, appropriate money out of the 
school fund to maintain same, fix the 
age limits within which children may a.t· 
tend and adopt rules and regulations for 
the government of said system; provided, 
that no per capita apportionment shall 
b~ ma.de by the State to the city of Cor· 
sicana for the children attending said 
kindergarten; and provided further, that 
said board shall have the power and right 
to supplement any appropriation it may 
make to maintain and meet the expenses 
of said system by charging tuition, and 
by receiving private subscriptions for the 
support and maintenance thereof. 

Sec. 266. The board of school trustees 
shall have the power and right whenever 
the financial condition of the school fund 
will permit to appropriate money there· 
f~om for the esf:ablis~ment of a gymna· 
smm or gymnasiums m conne<!tion with 
the schools, and for the employment of 
competent and trained instructors there· 
in, and to adopt rules and regulations 
for the government thereof. 

Sec. 267. The board of school trustees 
shall have the power and riaht whenever 
the financial condition of th~ school fund 
will permit to appropriate money there· 
from to establish in connection with the 
high school departments of manual or in-

dustrial training, and to employ techni
cal and trained instructors therein and 
if established, said board shall defi~e th~ 
scope of said departments and prescribe 
rules and regulations for the government 
thereof; provided, said board shall have 
the power and right to supplement any 
appropriation it may make to maintain 
and meet the expenses of said department 
by charging tuition and by receiving pri
vate subscriptions for the support and 
maintenance thereof. 

Sec. 268. The board of school trustees 
of the city of Corsicana shall have the 
power and right, with the consent of the 
State Board of Education, to sell any 
houses or land held by them in trust for 
school purposes for the purpose of invest
ing in more convenient and desirable 
school property, and in case of such sale 
the president of the board of school trus
tees and the secretary thereof shall exe
cute to the purchaser a deed, attested by 
the seal of said board, and said deed 
shall recite the resolution of the· State 
Board of Education giving consent there
to, and the resolution of the boa.rd of 
school trustees authorizing such sale. 

Sec. 269. The board of school trustees 
by a vote of two-thirds of all the trustees 
shall have power to authorize the issu· 
ance of said board's negotiable note or 
notes where the same may be needed for 
the current expenses in any sum or sums 
as the board may direct, not to exceed 
ten ~housand dollars in the aggregate, to 
be signed by the president of said board 
and its secretary and attested by the seal 
of said board; provided, said note or 
notes shall not bear a higher rate of in
terest than eight per cent. per annum, 
and shall not run longer than the cur
rent year, and shall be payable out of the 
taxes for said year; and provided fur
ther, said notes shall not be sold for less 
than par. 

Sec. 270. The board of school trustees 
shall adopt such rules, regulations and 
?y·laws. ~s they may deem proper, and 
m addition to the powers and rights 
herein given to the board of school trus
tees, said board shall have such powers 
not in conflict herewith, as are confer~ 
red on the school board or board of school 
trustees under the general State law re
lating to independent school districts in 
cities which have assumed control of the 
public free schools within their limits 
and in such additional powers here con~ 
fe~red on said board of school trustees. 
said board shall be governed by such gen 
eral law when not in conflict herewith. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 

Sec. 271. As soon after this charter 
goes into effect as practicable, and there
after as is herein provided, the Governor 
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of the State shall appoint three commis
sioners, who shall be substantial free
holders of said city, and shall have re
sided therein at least five years preced
ing their appointment, and shall have 
the further qualifications required of al
dermen. Each of said commissioners 
shall hold office for two years after the 

1 date of his appointment and until his 
successor shall be duly appointed and 
qualified. 

Sec. 272. The three commissioners ap
pointed by the Governor, together with 
the mayor of the city, shall collectively 
constitute and be known as the board of 
commissioners of the city of Corsicana, 
with powers and functions a'S herein are 
conferred. The mavor shall be ex-officio 
president of said board. 

Sec. 273. Any commissioner appointed 
may resign by filing his written resigna
tion with the Governor of the State, and 
in case any commissioner appointed re
moves from the territorial limits of the 
city, such removal shall ispo facto cre
ate a vacancy in the office of such com· 
missioner. 

Sec. 27 4. In case of death, resignation 
or removal of any commissioner appoint
ed by the Governor, or whenever a va
cancy occurs from any other cause in 
the office of any commissioner so ap
pointed, the Governor shall fill the va
cancy for the unexpired term only, but 
at the expiration of the official terms of 
the appointed commissioners as herein 
provided, the Governor shall appoint com
missioners for two years. 

Sec. 275. Said board of commissioners 
shall have sole control and supervision 
over the fire department, the police de
partment, the sani~ary and street de
partment, and the management and su
pervision of all public improvements that 
may be ordered by the council, and said 
board of commissioners is empowered 
and it is hereby made its duty to make 

. all such rules and regulations and re

. quirements as it deems proper to govern 
the organization, management, operation 
and control of the fire department, the 
police department and the sanitary an~ 
street department of the city of Corsi
cana, and shall have the power to ap
point such officers and employes of each 
and all said departments, including the 
respective chiefs thereof, that are neces
sary to render said departments effective, 
and said board shall have the further 
power to discharge at any time any and 
all policemen, firemen or sanitary em
ployes, including the chief of any depart
ment, and in the event any chief, officer 
or employe in any of said departments is 
discharged, the liability of the city for 
any further services ·of the person so dis
charged shall immediately cease. Said 

I 

board shall have the power to appoint 
persons to fill any vacancy existing in 
the fire department, the police depart
ment and the sanitary and street de
partment, to the end that the efficiency of 
each department may be maintained. 

Sec. 276. All rules and regulations 
concerning the police department, the fire 
department or the sanitary and street 
department in force in the city of Cor
sicana at the date this charter goes into 
effect, shall remain in force until chang
ed or repealed by" the board of commis
sioners, and in case of any conflict be
tween any rules, regulations and require
ments the board of commissioners is em
powered herein to make in respect to 
any or all of said departments, and any 
order, resolution or ordinance of the city 
council relating thereto, the rules, regu
lations and requirements of the board of 
commissioners shall control, but in all 
other cases of conflict the ordinance shall 
control. 

Sec. 277. The sanitary and street de
partment herein confided to the board of 
commissioners shall embrace the ap
pointment of the street overseer, city 
physician, who shall be health officer, 
one or more scavengers, one or more in
spectors and such other employes as 
the efficiency of the department de
mands, as well as the direction of said 
officers and employes in the discharge 
of their duties, and shall also embrace 
the management and direction of all 
gangs or squads or employes used or to 
be used in the street and alley cleaning, 
grading and repairing, including those 
who work the streets by reason of fail
ure to pay the street tax. The said 
department shall include the enforce
ment of all rules and regulations cov
ering the sanitation of the city or the 
premises situated therein, to the end 
that said city may be kept clean and 
healthful. Said department shall also 
include the enforcement of sewer reg
ulations and requirements . 

Sec. 278. The board of commissioners 
shall have supervisory power over all 
public improvements, the cost of which 
shall exceed two hundred and fifty dol
lars, and whenever the city council or 
the board of school trustees shall le
gally order or enter into any binding 
contract for the city providing for any 
public improvements of any kind, the 
cost of which shall exceed two hundred 
and fifty dollars, then it shall become 
the duty of the board of commissioners 
to control, supervise and direct said im
provements under the provisions of the 
order or contract, and no payments on 
said improvements shall be paid by the 
city until approved by the commissioner 
of public improvements. 
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Sec. 279. It shall be the duty of the 
board of commissioners as soon as the 
assessment rolls of taxes are completed 
to sit as a board of equalization to 
equalize the renditions and assessments 
of taxes on said rolls, and in respect 
thereto said board shall have the same 
powers and perform the same duties pro
vided in this charter for the board of 
equalization, and the said board of com
missioners in regard to the assessment 
of property for taxation in the city of 
Uorsicana and the equalization thereof 
shall be governed in their procedure and 
acts by the provisions of this charter re
lating to the board of equalization; pro
vided, however, that the board of com
missioners may fix their own time for 
meeting as a board of equalization; and 
provided, further, that said board of 
commissioners shall not sit as a board 
of equalizers longer than thirty days, 
and compensation shall be allowed each 
member· of said board for such services, 
five dollars per day for the first ten days, 
and two dollars per day thereafter, to 
be paid out of the city treasury. 

Sec. 280. The board of commissioners 
shall have power, and it shall be its 
duty, by a majority vote of all said 
commissioners, to designate one member 
who shall be known as "police commis
sioner"; one member who shall be 
known as "fire commissioner"; one mem
ber who shall be known as "sanitary 
and street commissioner" ; and one 
member who shall be known as "com
missioner of public improvements" ; 
provided, that the mayor shall always 
be designated as "commissioner of pub
lic improvement." 

Sec. 281. The police commissioner 
shall have under his special charge the 
general supervision of the police depart
ment and the enforcement of all ordi
nances, regulations and requirements re
lating thereto, and all rules and regula
tions pertaining to public lighting, and 
shall approve all claims and accounts 
against said department before the same 
are paid ; the fire commissioner shall 
have under his special charge and su
pervision the fire department of the city 
and the enforcement of all ordinances 
and regulations relating thereto, and 
shall approve all claims and accounts 
against said department before the same 
are paid; the sanitary and street com
missioner shall have under his special 
charge and supervision the sanitary and 
street department herein defined of the 
city and the enforcement of all ordi
nances, regulations and requirements 
affecting the public health, the sewerage 
system, street and alley cleaning, grad
ing and repairing, and shall approve all 
claims and account;i against sa1u depart-

ment before same are paid; and the com
missioner of public improvement shall 
have under his special charge the super
vision of all contracts for public im
provements awarded by the city, of all 
franchises exercised by any person with
in the city, and shall see that said con
tracts are faithfully carried out, and 
that the conditions of the grant of any 
franchise have been complied with; and 
shall also see that the interest and sink
ing fund provided for in any bonds is
sued by the city are duly preserved. 

Sec. 282. The board of commissioners 
shall have supervisory power over the 
passage of all ordinll.nces of the city coun
cil regulating the charges, fares or rates 
of any person, firm or corporation en
joying a public franchise, or the kind of 
service to be furnished the public by 
such person, firm or corporation, or the 
forfeiture for any cause of any fran
chise of any such person, firm or cor
poration, and in addition thereto said 
board shall have supervisory power over 
all public improvements, the cost of 
which shall exceed two hundred and fifty 
dollars, ordered by the city council or 
by the board of school trustees, as well 
as over the grant of all franchises or 
privileges to use the streets or exercise 
other public privileges made by the city 
council. 

Sec. 283. Before the city council or 
board of school trustees shall have power 
as hereinbefore provided to order or un
dertake any public improvement of any 
nature involving an expense of two hun
dred and fifty dollars or more, or before 
the city council shall have power to 
grant to any person, firm or corporation 
a franchise or privilege to use the streets 
of Corsicana for any purpose, or other
wise to exercise any public privilege or 
advantage in said city, and before the 
city council shall have power to issue 
any bonds of the said city for any pur
pose whatever or submit to the quali
fied voters a proposition to issue any 
such bonds, or before the city council 
shall have power to pass an ordinance 
regulating the charges, fares or rates of 
any person, firm or corporation enjoying 
a public franchise, or the kind of service 
to be furnished the public by such per
son, firm or corporation, or forfeiting 
or declaring forfeited for any cause the 
franchise of such person, firm or corpo
ration, the ordinances or resolutions con
cerning any or all of said matters shall 
first have been approvtld by the board of 
commissioners, and only upon a report 
of the said board authorizing and rec
ommending the passage thereof shall the 
city council or board of school trustees 
have power to act in reference thereto. 

Sec. 284. In any or all the matters 
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above specified the ordinance or resolu- partment to be exclusively devoted and 
tion covering the same shall first be ap- applied to the purpose for which rt is 
proved by the board of commissioners created and provided. The city council 
and thereupon the city council or the shall from time to time, if the finances 
board of school trustees, as the case may of the city will permit, make other pro
be, may have power, but it shall not be visions for such funds for said depart
their duty, to pass the same into an or- ments as the board shall require for that 
dinance or resolution, which shall in such purpose. All moneys to be paid out on 
event be governed by all the rules con- account of each of said departments, 
cerning ordinances or resolutions passed shall be paid out as other expenses of 
by the said city council or board of the city are paid, but upon the approval 
school trustees. Should the city council of the commissioµ.er who has charge of 
or board of school trustees, as the case the department for which the payment is 
may be, desire to amend any such ordi- made. 
nance or resolution approved by said Sec. 286. The commissioners appointed 
board of commissioners, the same can as herein provided for, before entering 
not be done unless with the consent and upon their duties shall take an oath to 
approval of the said board of commis- faithfully perform their duties as. such 
sioners. In the event of irreconcilable commissioners, and they shall never re
disagreement between the board of com- ceive any compensation for their services 
missioners and the city council or board except when acting as a board of equali
of school truvstees, as the case may be, zation. The city council shall have pow
concerning any proposed action, then, er at any time to remove any commis· 
upon the submission to said board of sioner for any conduct or offense which, 
commissioners of the proposed ordinance, in the opinion of the council, expressed 
resolution or order in the precise terms by a vote of two-thirds of all aldermen 
in which it is proposed to pass it, the elected, shall render him unfit to hold 
city council or board of school trustees, his office; provided, that the power of 
as the case may be, shall have power, removal given in this section shall not 
upon a vote of two-thirds of all the mem- apply to the mayor in his capacity as a 
bers elected to such body, to pass the member of the board of commissioners. 
same notwithstanding the objection of Sec. 287. The board of commissioners 
board of commissioners, but in the event shall meet at least once every month in 
the measure should be vetoed by the regular meeting, at such time as shall 
mayor or the president of the board of be fixed by said board, at the city hall 
school trustees the same can still be in the city of Corsicana, to consider and 
passed over such veto by the council or take under advisement such business as 
the board of school trustees, as the case may come before it. A majority of such 
may be, over such veto by a vote of two- board shall constitute a quorum for the 
thirds of all the members elected to such transaction of business, and the presi
body acting, and in such case it shall not dent shall be permitted to vote upon all 
be necessary after such veto to again re- matters, and when a majority of the 
fer said matter to the board of commis- commissioners adopt any matter it shall 
sioners. be considered as the act of the board; 

Sec. 285. It shall be competent for provided, that the board shall not take 
the said board of commissioners at any final action in any matter concerning the 
time to meet with the city council in or- special department of any absent com
der that there may be no delay in the missioner, unless such matter has been 

' transaction of busmess, but in all such made the special order of the day, or at 
cases their de1iberations shall be sepa- a regular meeting at which time the 
rate and the minutes of their proceed- board may act thereon, notwithstanding 
ings separately kept by the city secre- the absence of any commissioners. 1::Spe
tary. The said board of commissioners cial meetings may be called at any time 
shall, on or before the first day of each by the president or acting president of 
fiscal year, or as soon thereafter as prac- the board to consider only such matters 
ticable, file with the city council a state- as may be mentioned in the call, and 
ment of the amount of money as nearly written notice of the call meeting shall 
as can be estimated by the board which be given or mailed each member, stating 
will be needed to pay the cost of main- therein the date for which the meeting is 
faining and operating the police depart- called and the substance of the matter 
ment, the fire department and the sani- ·to be then considered. 

· tary and street department for the next Sec. 288. In case the president of the 
ensuing fiscal year, exclusive of any cost board is unable to perform his duties by 
of apparatus or betterments of either de- reason of temporary or continued ab
partment. The city council shall there- sence or sickness, or from any reason re
upon make provision for such money for fuses or omits to perform them, the said 
each department in a fund for each de- board shall appoint by a majority vote 
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of the other members. one of· their num
ber whose official designation shall be 
"acting president of the board of com
missioners," and the commissioner so ap
pointed shall be invested with all the 
powers and shall perform all the duties 
of the president of said board during 
the absence, sickness or refusal of said 
president; provided, however, that dur
ing such absence, sickness or refusal of 
the president the quorum necessary to 
the transaction of business shall not be 
affected. 

Sec. 289. The city secretary shall be 
the see;retary of the board of commission
ers and shall keep the minutes and rec
ords of all their proceedings in books to 
be paid for by the city. Said board of 
commissioners shall have power to sum
mon and compel the attendance of wit· 
nesses and the production of books and 
papers before them whenever it may be 
necessary for the more effective discharge 
of the duties of said board, and SJ.iall 
have po:ver to punish for contempt before 
them with the same fines and penalties 
as the county judge may punish for con
temp~ before the county court. All pro
cess issued by the board shall be signed 
by the president or acting president, and 
shall be attested by the city secretary 
and shall be served by the marshal or 
any policeman of the city. 

Sec. 290. ·No _Pers.on shall be appoint
ed as an officer m either the fire police 
or ~anitary and street departme:r{t, or a 
policeman or fireman or an employe in 
the sanitar.,.,. and street department who 
shall have been convicted of any offense 
the pm_iishment of which may be confine~ 
ment m the penitentiary, or against 
whom an indictment for any such offense 
may _be pending, nor shall any person be 
appornted to any such position who is 
not proven to be of good character a cit
izen of the United States, and h~ must 
be able to read and write the English 
language, and must possess ordinary 
physical strength and courage. 

Sec. 2~1.. No person s~all be appointed 
a commissioner of the city of Corsicana 
who is a~ officer! agent or employe of any 
corporation havmg or to have a contract 
"'.ith said ci~y by _which _it holds any 
r~ght, franchise or immumty from said 
city government, or which is entitled to 
compensation. o~t Of the ?ity treasury, 
and no comnuss1oner appornted shall be 
eligible to any other office under the city 
government during the term of his com
mission. 
· Sec. 292. The provisions of this char· 
ter concerning the powers and duties of 
the board of commissioners shall be held 
to control the powers and duties herein
before provided to be exercised by the 
city council and board of school trus-

tees, all of which said provisions shall 
be construed subject to and with refer· 
ence to . tlie provisions concerning the 
powers and duties of the board of com
missioners. That in the event, for any 
reason, there shall be no commissioners 
or a quorum thereof appointed and qual
~fied, able and willing to act, then, dur
mg such period, the provisions of this 
charter concerning the board of com
missioners shall be suspended and the 
powers hereinbefore granted to the city 
council and board of school trustees shall 
be construed without reference to the 
provisions concerning the board of com· 
missioners. 

Sec. 293. A commissioner shall not be 
deemed "able" or "willing" to act within 
the meaning of the previous section who 
because of his unwillingness, absence: 
sickness or other disability, extended 
over two regular meetings is unable or 
unwilling to attend the meetings of the 
board, and where a quorum of the board 
o! commissioners is broken by commis
s10ners who are thus unable or unwill· 
ing to attend over two regular meetings 
the council or board of school trustee~ 
~ay act wi~hout reference to the provis-
10ns respectmg the board of commission· 
ers until the board of commissioners or 
a quorum thereof is able and willing to 
act. 

Sec. 294. All other acts relative to the 
incorporation of the city of Corsicana 
so far as the same conflict with this char
ter and all other laws and parts of laws 
in conflict herewith, be and the same are 
hereby repealed, but all property actions 
rights of action, claims and demands of 
every nature whatsoever, vested in the 
city of Corsicana by virtue of said laws 
hereby repealed shall vest and remain 
and inure to the corporation under this 
charter as fully and ~ompletely in all re
spects as if said laws had not been re
pealed. 

Sec. 295. Whereas, the people of Cor
sicana are demanding that they have the 
benefits and reforms embodied in this 
bill, and that the same be put into effect 
at once, and there exists a public neces
sity for immediate action by the Legis
lature, therefore an emergency and im
perative public ne~ess~ty exists requir
mg that the constitutional rule requir
ing bills to be read on three several 
days be suspended, and said rule is so 
suspended, and this act shall take effect 
and be in force from and after its pas
sage, and it is so enacted. · 

HOUSE BILLS READ AND REFER
RED. 

The Chair had referred the following 
bills, after their captions had been read: 

House bill No. 163, A bill to be entitled 
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".An .Act to re~uire operators of cotton 
gins, and pu?hc and private weighers 
of cotton, their agents or lessees, to re
port to the county judges of their re
spective counties the number of bales of 
cotton ginned and weighed by them 
every fifteen days as hereinafter pro
vided and prescribing a penalty for 
failu;e to make said report, and declar
ing an emergency." 

Referred to Committee on .Agricul
tural Affairs. 

House bill No. 157, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act providing for the appoin_tmt;nt 
of official stenographers for district 
courts by the judges thereof, in all dis
tricts composed of only one county or a 
portion of one county; prescribing their 
duties, and providing for their compen
sation." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 1. _ 

House bill No. 172, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to provide for amendment to 
.Article 4427, Title XCIV, Chapter 7, 
Revised Civil Statutes of the State of 
Texas relating to openings required to 
be m~de by railroads in fencing their 
right of way," with engrossed rider. 

Referred to Committee on Internal Im
provements. 

House bill No. 103, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to add to the .Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas a depart
ment of instruction in the theory and 
practical art of textile and kindred 
branches of industry, and to make an ap
propriation therefor." 

1Referred to Committee on Educational 
.Affairs. 

Substitute House bill Nos. 115 and 
219, the uniform text-book bill. 

Referred to Committee on Educational 
Affairs. 

House bill No. 88, .A bill to be entitled 
".An Act to provide for instruction in 
manual training and the art of teaching 

. manual training in the State normal 
' schools of Texas; to provide for State 

aid in the necessary equipment for 
teaching manual training in public 
schools; and to make an appropriation 
for such purpose." , 

Referred to Committee on Educational 
.Affairs. · 

House bill No. 94, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to amend Title LVIII, Revised 
Civil Statutes, relating to the subject 
of insurance, by adding thereto Chapter 
5, embracing .Articles 3096aa, 3096bb, 
3096cc, 3096dd, 3096ee, and 3096eee, pro
viding that no insurance contract shall 
be held void because of immaterial mis
representations made in the application 
therefor, or in the contract of insurance, 
and providing the conditions upon 

which a defense may be made upon the 
ground of misrepresentation in the ap
plication, or in the contract, or in proof 
of death or loss, and making such con
tracts subject to the laws of this State; 
and prescribing conditions upon which 
foreign insurance corporations shall be 
permitted to do business in this State." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 1. 

Substitute House bill Nos. 4, 5 and 
39, .A bill to be entitled ".An .Act to pro
vide for the worK:ing of short-term con
victs upon the public roads of the State, 
defining short-term convicts, and to pro
vide regulations for confinement and safe 
keeping of such convicts," with engross
ed rider. 

Referred to Committee on Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

House bill No. 1, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to amend an act of the Twenty
sixth Legislature, passed at its Regular 
Session, being Chapter 129 of its acts, 
and entitled '.An .Act to amend .Article 
5043, Chapter 6, Title CU, Revised Stat
utes, as amended by the Twenty-fifth 
Legislature in Chapter 121 of said acts, 
relating to inspection of live stock,' so 
as to place Randall county under opera
tion of said law, and to remove Coch
ran, Cottle, Bailey, Parmer, Lamb and 
other counties from the operation of 
said law, and to provide for' the appoint- • 
ment of an inspector of hides and ani-
mals for Zapata county." • 

Referred to Committee on Stock and 
Stock Raising. 

House bill No. 85, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to amend Article 907, Chapter 
3, Title XVIII, of the Penal Code of 
the State of Texas, of 1895, and to 
amend .Article 969 of said Penal Code as 
a.mended by Chapter 47, Regular Session 
of the Twenty-sixth Legislature of the 
State of Texas, relating to the penalty 
for seduction and relating to marriage 
in case of seduction." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 2. 

House bill No. 331, .A bill to be entitled 
".An .Act to prohibit any corporation not 
create'1 under the laws of the Staae of 
Texas from constructing, building, oper
ating or maintaining a railway within 
the State of Texas." 

Referred to Committee on Internal Im
provements. 

House bill No. 276, .A bill to be entitled 
'An .Act a mending .Article 276, Title 
XII, Chapter 1, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, of 1895, pertaining to 
the election of district attorneys, and 
providing for election of a district attor
ney in said district." 
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Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 1. 

House bill No. 270, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the city council of 
all cities and towns, incorporated under 
the General Laws of this State, to regu
late the charges and fix the rates to be 
charged by all water companies and all 
other corporations· or persons engaged in 
supplying water or other commodities to 
the public, or engaged in any other pub
lic business within the limits of said 
cities or towns and occupying the 
streets or other public places for that 
purpose, and to prescribe reasonable 
rules and regulations therefor, and to 
protect said companies and corporations 
or persons from imposition." 

Referred to Committee on Stock and 
Stock Raising. 

House bill No. 243, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to appropriate $50,000 to be 
paid to any one who will discover and 
furnish a practical remedy that will ex
terminate the cotton boll weevil, and 
$2,500 for expenses and per diem of com
mittee to pass on the findings of said 
person or persons." 

Referred to Committee on Agricul
tural Affairs. 

House bill No. 439, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the commissioners 
court of Dallas county, Texas, to sub
divide and redistrict Dallas county into 
conW!nient school districts, and to desig
nate same by numbers; and to correct 
all errors in school district lines, and 
to complete said lines when they are 
defective, in those school districts now 
having a special school tax, and provid
ing that said tax shall not be affected 
thereby; and to provide for changes in 
school district lines, and the transfer 
of patrons from one school district to 
any adjoining district; and for the 
formation of new districts, and the con
solidation of districts." 

Referred to Committee on Educational 
Affairs. 

House bill No. 262, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to organize the Sixth Judicial 
District, and fix the times for holding 
the terms of court therein, and to repeal 
all laws in conflict with this act." 

Referred to Committee on Judicial 
Districts. 

House bill No. 434, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to diminish the civil and crim
inal jurisdiction of the county court of 
Kimble county; to conform the jurisdic
tion of the district court thereto, and 
to repeal all laws in conflict therewith." 

Referred to Judiciary Committee 
No. 1. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Elena tor Wilson: 
Senate bill No. 274, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Subdivision 37, of Ar
ticle M2, of Chapter 130, of the Acts of 
the Regular Session of the Twenty-fifth 
Legislature, entitled "An Act to amend 
Articles 641 and 642, Chapter 2, Title 
XI, of the Revised Civil Statutes of Tex
as, relating to corporations." 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
cia.ry Committee No. 1. 

By Senator Grinnan: 
Senate bill No. 175, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 5083 of the 
Revised Statutes of 1895, relating to the 
taxation of rolling stock of railroad com
panies." 

Read first time, and referred to Judi
ciary Committee No. 1. 

By Senator Faubion: 
Senate bill No. 276, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to diminish the jurisdiction of 
the county court of Lampasas county, 
and to conform the jurisdiction of the 
district court of Lampasas county to 
such change." 

Read first time, and referred to Com
mittee on Judicial Districts. 

Morning call concluded. 

SENATE BILL NO. 228. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, spe
cial order for this hour, 

Senate bill No. 158, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 543 of the Re
vised Statutes of the State of Texas, 
prescribing what must be set forth in the 
charter of a domestic corporation." 

On motion of Senator Sebastian, the 
special order of business (Senate bill No. 
158) was suspended, and the Senate took 
up, out of its order, Senate bill No. 228. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
its second reading, 

Senate bill No. 228, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Articles 366 and 367, 
of Chapter 5, Title X, of the Penal Code 
of the State of Texas, of 1895." 

Senator Faulk offered the following 
amendment: 

"Amend on page 2, line 9, by insert
ing the wo1·d 'any' between the words 
'of' and 'grade.'" 

The amendment was read and adopted. 
Senator Sebastian offered the follow

ing amendment: 
"Add at the end of Article 367, of the 

committee amendment the following: 
" 'Sect"ion 2a. Whereas, by a recent 

opinion rendered by the Court of Crim
inal Appeals of this State, the law that 
this bill seeks to amend has been con
strued to be indefinite and uncertain in 
its terms, creates an emergency and an 
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imperative public necessity that the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days be suspended, and 
that this bill be put upon its third read
ing and final passage, and it is so en
acted.'" 

The amendment was read and adopted. 
Bill was read second time, and ordered 

engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Sebastian, the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days was suspended, 
and the bill put on its third reading and 
final passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-25. 
Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Ricki,;. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 
Beaty. Decker. 
Davidson of Hale. 

Galveston. 

Absent-Excused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

The bill was read third time, and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-25. 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Faubion. 
Faulk. 

DeWitt. 

Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. , 
Hicks. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
l\foKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 
Beaty. Decker. 
Davidson of Hale. 

Galveston. 

Absent-Excused. 
Douglass. Patteson. 

HOUSE BILLS NOS. 41 AND 62 
SIGNED. 

The Chair (Lieutenant Governor 
Neal) gave notice of signing, and did 

sign, in the presence of the Senate, after 
their captions had been read: 

House bill No. 41, "An Act to transfer 
Cass county from the community to the 
district school system.'' 

House bill No. 152, "An Act to restore 
and confer upon the county court of San 
Saba county, Texas, the civil and crim
inal jurisdiction heretofore belonging to 
the said court under the Constitution 
and General Laws of the State, and to 
conform the jurisdiction of the district 
court of said county to such change, and 
to repeal all laws in conflict with this 
act." 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4. 

On motion of Senator Davidson of De
Witt, the special order of business (Sen· 
ate bill No. 158) was suspended, and the 
Senate took up, out of its order, Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 4. 

The Chair laid before ·the Senate, on 
its third reading. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 4, Pro
viding for a convention to frame. a Con
stitution for the State of Texas. 

The resolution was read, and adopted 
by the following vote: 

Yeae-14. 
Davidson of Hill. 

DeWitt. Lipscomb. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Hanger. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Harbison. 
l\1artin. 

Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Nays-11. 

McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 

Absent. 

Beaty. Decker. 
Davidson of Hale. 

Galveston. 

Absent-Excused. 
Douglass. fa tteson. 

Senator Davidson of DeWitt moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolu
tion was passed, and lay that motion on 
the table. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

PRIVILEGED MOTION. 

Senator Savage called up Senate bill 
No. 4 for the purpose of considering his 
motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate concurred in House amend
ments, and 
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Senator Sebastian moved to table the 
motion to reconsider and have spread on 
Journal (see Journal of March 6th) . 

The motion prevailed. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 127. 

On motion of Senator Harbison, the 
special order of business (Senate bill 
No. 158) was suspended, and the Senate 
took up, out of its order, House bill No. 
127. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
its second reading, 

House bill No. 127, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Chapter 22 of the 
General Laws of the State of Texas, 
passed at the First Called Session of the 
Twenty-seventh Legislature, amending 
Section 3, Chapter 75, Laws of the Regu
lar Session of the Twenty-seventh Legis
lature, being the Grayson county road 
law'." 

Senator Harbison offered the following 
amendment: 

"Amend the bill by striking out all of 
the words in lines 9, 10, 11, 12, in Sec
tion 3, · and insert therein the following: 
'When said fine and cost shall have been 
worked out as provided in this section, 
the commissioners court shall allow the 
officers and witnesses in such cases cost 
in amount not to exceed one-half of the 
fees now fixed by law in such cases; and 
provided further, that no convict shall 
be worked on the public road under this 
section until the county judge and county 
physician shall determine that said con
vict is physically able to perform ordi
nary manual labor.' " 

The amendment was read and adopted. 
Bill was read second time, and passed 

to a third reading. 
On motion of Senator Harbison, the 

constitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days was sus
pended, and the bill put on its third 
reading and final passage by the follow
ing vote: 

Yea&-23. 
Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Decker. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 

Absent. 
Beaty. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 

Hale. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Absent-Excused. 
Douglass. Patteson. 

The bill was read third time, and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-22. 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Hicks. 

DeWitt. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 

Absent. 

Beaty. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 
Decker. 

Hale. 
Henderson. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Absent-Excused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

Senator Harbison moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and lav that motion on the table. 

The ·motion to table prevailed. 

SENATE BILL NO. 264. 

On motion of Senator Perkins, the spe
cial order of business ( Senate bill No. 
158) was suspended, and the Senate took 
up, out of its order, Senate bill No. 264. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
its second reading, 

Senate bill No. 264, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to validate the incorporation of 
the city of San Augustine, San Augus
tine county, Texas." 

Bill was read second time, and ordered 
engrossed. 

On motion of Senator Perkins, the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was suspended, and 
the bill put on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Yeas--24. 

DeWitt. 

Hicks. 
Hill. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Wilson. 

Decker. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
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Absent. 

Beaty. Hale. 
Davidson of Lipscomb. 

Galveston. Willacy. 

Absent-Excused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

(Senator McKamy in the chair.) 
The bill was read third time, and 

passed by the following vote : 
Yeas-23. 

Brach:fi.eld. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Decker. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 

Hicks. 
Hill. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 

Beaty. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 

Hale. 
Lipscomb. 
Willacy. 

Faubion. 
Absent-Excused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

Senator Perkins moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and lay that motion on the table. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

SENATE BILL NO. 266. 

On motion of Senator Mills, the spe
cial order of business (Senate bill No. 
158) was suspended, and the Senate took 
up, out of its order, Senate bill No. 226. 

The Chair laid before the Senate, on 
its second reading, 

Senate bill No. 26l'i, A bill to be entitled 
' "An Act to amend an act entitled 'An 

Act to incorporate the city of Waco, and 
to define its boundaries and powers,' ap
proved February 19, 1889, by adding 
thereto a section to be known and num
bered as Section 2la, and to authorize 
the maintenance by said city of free pub-
lic libraries." . 

Bill was read second time, and ordered 
engrossed. 

On motion of Senator Mills, the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was suspended, and 
the bill put on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 

Yeas-23. 

Decker. 
Faubion. 

Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 
Hill. 
Lipscomb. 

Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 

Beaty. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Davidson of 

Galvesto11. 

Hale. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 

Absent-Excused. 
Douglass. Patteson. 

The bill was read third time, and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Brach:fi.eld. 
Cain. 
Decker. 
Faubion. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
McKamv. 
Mills. • 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Stafford. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 

Beaty. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 

Hale. 
Sebastian. 
Willacy. 

Absent-Excused. 
Douglass. Patteson. 

Senator Mills moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and 
!av that motion on the table. 

·The motion to table prevailed. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
NO. 12. 

Senator Paulus called up from the ta
ble 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 12, 
Providing for sine die adjournment on 
April 1, 1903, at noon. 

Senator Sebastian moved to postpone 
action until tomorrow morning at con
clusion of morning call, and 

Senator Mills moved to refer to Com
mittee on State Affairs. 

Senator Sebastian made a point of or
der that a motion to postpone to a day 
certain had. precedence over a motion to 
refer to a committee. 
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The point of order was overruled, and 
Senator Mills moved that the resolu

tion be made a special order for Tuesday 
morning, March 17. 

Senator Decker moved to table the mo
tion. 

The motion to table was lost by the 
following vote: 

Yeas-12. 

Brachfield. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

Decker. 
Faubion. 
Grinnan. 

DeWitt. 

Harbison. 
Harper. 
Hill. 
.Martin. 
.Morris. 
Paulus. 

Nays-13. 

Faulk. 
Faust. 
Hanger. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 
Lipscomb. 
McKamy. 

Beaty. 

Mills. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 

'Hale. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 
Willacy. 

~ bsentr-Excused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

Question being on the motion to post
pone until next Tuesday, the same pre
vailed by the following vote: 

Yeas--14. 

Davidson of 
DeWitt. 

Lipscomb. 
McKamv. 
Mills. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Stafford. 
Wilson. 

Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 

Brach field. 
Cain. 
Decker. 
Faubion. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 

Nays--11 

Hill. 
Martin. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Sebastian. 

Absent. 

Beaty. Hale. 
Davidson of Willacy. 

Galveston . 

. .\ bsentr-J<.:xcused. 

Douglass. Patteson. 

SIMPLE RESOLUTION. 

Bv unanimous consent. Senator Mills 
offered the following memorial: 

Resolution adopted by the Waco Bar 
Association: 

Resolved, That our Senators and Rep
resentatives are urgently requested to 
give favorable consideration to the bill 
pending in the House re1ative to the in
crease of compensation to the judges of 
the district courts, Courts of Civil Ap
peals and Supreme Court, introduced by 
Hon. T. D. Cobbs. This legislation is, 
in our opinion, a strong step in the right 
direction. and if perfected the ultimate 
operation and effect will be of great good 
to the State . 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Senator Hicks moved that the Senate 
recess until 2: 30 o'clock this afternoon. 

Senator Henderson moved that the 
Senate adjourn until tomorrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 

Action being on the longest time first, 
the Senate, at 12: 40 o'clock p. m., ad
journed until 10 o'clock tomorrow morn
ing. 

THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Tex., Wednesday, March 11, 1903. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant Governor Geo. D. Neal in 

the chair. 
Roll call. Quorum present, the fol

lowing Senators answering to their 
names: 

Brach field. 
Cain. 
Davidson of 

DeWitt. 
Decker. 
Faulk. 
Faust. 
Grinnan. 
Hanger. 
Harbison. 
Harper. 
Henderson. 
Hicks. 

Hill. 
Lipscomb. 
Martin. 
McKamy. 
Mills. 
Morris. 
Paulus. 
Perkins. 
Savage. 
Sebastian. 
Stafford. 
Willacy. 
Wilson. 

Absent. 

Beaty. 
Davidson of 

Galveston. 

Douglass. 
Faubion. 
Hale. 

Absentr-Excused. 
Patteson. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS AND EM
PLOYES. 

Present. 

Clyde D. Smitth. 
W. E. DeLamar. 
R. L. Gilmore. 


